
Your Daily Church Epistle 

Thursday, October 1, 2020 

 

Hello Church! 

            This Sunday could become a special COVID memory as we share our first-ever podcast 

+ drive through communion worship service. The worship team that makes this all happen has 

had to stretch boundaries, to imagine another way, to trust each other, and even to question each 

other. I am grateful for the entire team’s willing spirits and gracious help. At the end of this 

Epistle, I will give you your drive-through directions.  

            But before those directions, you as a participant in this grand adventure in worship need 

to prepare your heart and mind for this special encounter with Christ. First, you are invited to 

think about the role of holy communion in your walk with Jesus through life. Here are some 

questions for you to consider. 

1.        What is your earliest memory of Holy Communion? Where were you seated? Were you 

served, or did you just observe as many young children do in the upper Midwest?  

2.        What specific memories do you have of sharing Holy Communion? Was it when you were 

first served Christ’s meal? Was it at another significant time in your life?  

3.        Why will you participate in Holy Communion this weekend?  

There are as many answers to those questions as there are followers of Jesus. When I was an 

undergraduate in a non-denominational Christian college, we were from too many traditions with 

too many ways of keeping the Sacraments to make the study of any ritual be a good use of our 

time. But we did spend a full year in a course called Bible Survey reading the entire Scripture as 

a united work. In Bible Survey I heard for the first time that the following is the oldest written 

record of liturgy for Holy Communion. As you read it, pay attention to what ideas in it grab you.  

I received a tradition from the Lord, which I also handed on to you: on the night on which he 

was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread. After giving thanks, he broke it and said, “This is 

my body, which is for you; do this to remember me.” He did the same thing with the cup, 

after they had eaten, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Every time you 

drink it, do this to remember me.” Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 

broadcast the death of the Lord until he comes.   

--The Apostle Paul to the Church in Corinth, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

  

Were you surprised to learn that this oldest preserved record of Holy Communion is not 

found in one of the four Gospels? This paragraph was written when Paul heard the Corinthian 

Christians were showing preference to the wealthy as they gathered to share a weekly meal and 



worship. This simple liturgy appears in the middle of Paul writing “Stop that!” to a church that 

was missing the point of Jesus’ instruction to include everyone. 

What Paul would think of the Holy Communion tradition as we have received it and have 

now adapted it? Could he adapt it to the consecration of the elements recorded in an almost 

empty sanctuary so members of the church could participate through a podcast at home and then 

come to church to drive through and receive Christ’s meal in their automobiles? What would he 

make of our keeping Jesus’ instruction to share his meal often by using a Zoom screen in our 

separate residences?  

I doubt Paul would cry out “Stop that!” to us for doing the best we can with the resources we 

have at hand in these trying times. The verb “to broadcast” caught me for the first time as I read 

this week. It is found in the last full sentence, “Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, 

you broadcast the death of the Lord until he comes.” (1 Cor. 11:26).  

When Paul was writing his letters, “to broadcast” referred only to farming. In Jesus’ parable 

of the soils, the farmer took seed in his hand and then threw it in an arch across the soil, casting 

his seed as broadly as possible.  

As a Boomer, when I read “you broadcast” I thought of radio and television where an 

invisible signal is put out so that anyone with the right antennae can pick it up in order to hear 

and/or see it in their home.  

As we use various internet applications to take worship out of our sanctuary and into the 

world, it seems to me that both the agricultural and communication industries use of the verb “to 

broadcast” applies in Paul’s sentence. When we share Christ’s meal, we share the story of our 

Lord’s sacrifice to all the hearts where the message lands It does not matter if it is a seed or 

signal in your thinking. The point is that we do not control where Christ’s message goes. We 

broadcast it to all because we believe Christ’s loving self-sacrifice is ongoing redemption offered 

freely to all. So then, just one more question:  

4.        What does Holy Communion mean to you?  

 

 

 

 

May grace abound as you walk through this peculiar time with our Lord!  

Rev. Dawn 

 
 

  



Three options with directions for receiving Holy Communion on this World Communion 

Sunday.  

                                        I.               Watch the podcast to witness our clergy consecrate the meal 

for the entire church, then come to the east end of our church’s parking lot (the 

farthest from our main door) to line up and drive through to receive the elements 

just as you would before COVID-19 in the sanctuary. Because our lines may 

extend both ways on Laurel Ave., take turns entering the parking lot, one from the 

east, then one from the west. Our plan is for Deacon Susan and me to meet you 

there with baskets of consecrated elements that we will bring to the driver’s 

window of each car. We will work our way down your aisle leap-frog style, so 

each car will only see one of us, not both of us.  

           At the 9:30 distribution, you can also pick up the sloppy joe mix for 

the youth mission fundraiser on your way out of the parking lot. I do not 

know if the Apostle Paul would approve, but I am sure Jesus is pleased.  

                                    II.               Join the ZOOM service online at 9:30. At that service Rev. 

Tony will preside and our Certified Lay Speaker Darci Strutt McQuiston will host 

the service for those who are homebound but value gathering with others for holy 

communion and prayer. If you want consecrated elements, they will be available 

in the narthex daily from Tuesday evening, including Saturday afternoon from 

noon until 2. Otherwise, you can bring your own elements for Rev. Tony to 

consecrate during the service.   

                                 III.               You can attend either the 8:30 or the 10:30 sanctuary service 

where Rev. Dawn will preside at the table. We will use the full liturgy as our 

worship focus but serve as we have been during COVID with communion 

elements distributed at the welcome table and received individually in our seats.   

 


