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Hello Church!  

            Today is the Jewish holiday Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. It began last evening at 
sunset and will end when we can see the first star in the evening sky. As I began studying the 
Jewish High Holy Days this year, it interested me that the Scripture for Yom Kippur is not the first 
sin of Adam and Eve from Genesis. Instead, the Scripture for the day is Exodus 32, where Moses’ 
brother had led the people to make an idol of a golden calf while Moses had hiked up Mt. Sinai and 
received the Ten Commandments directly from the Lord.  

It is not a pretty story. The Lord’s wrath with the former slaves was so huge, that He 
threatened to destroy them. Moses intervened on their behalf, asking the Lord to forgive them, 
before he went back down Mt. Sinai to the people. You can read the entire account in Exodus 32, 
here is just the end for our consideration today.  

30 The next day Moses said to the people, “You’ve committed a terrible sin. So now I 
will go up to the Lord. Maybe I can arrange reconciliation on account of your sin.” 31 So 
Moses went back to the Lord and said, “Oh, what a terrible sin these people have 
committed! They made for themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, please forgive their sin! 
And if not, then wipe me out of your scroll that you’ve written.” 

33 But the Lord said to Moses, “The ones I’ll wipe out of my scroll are those who 
sinned against me. 34 Now go and lead the people to the place I described to you. My 
messenger here will go in front of you. When the day of reckoning comes, I’ll count their sin 
against them.”  Exodus 32:30-34, (Common English Bible) 

Yom Kippur, in English the Day of Atonement, is a day of prayer and fasting, a day 
dedicated to confessing both individual and communal sin while asking God to forgive you. It is a 
day that when the Temple still stood in Jerusalem, pious Jews would gather for prayer and sacrifice, 
often reciting the psalms we still read as they walked up to the Temple.  

All ritual worship at the Temple came to an end in 70 A.D. when Rome destroyed Jerusalem 
and tore down the Temple. Only the Western Wall, now called the Wailing Wall, still stands. Yet 
Yom Kippur was still observed. It still is as Jews for shared prayer and fasting even as they are 
scattered around the world by the same Diaspora that began in 70 A.D.  

Our need to atone for sin still exists because we all continue to sin. A memory aid I use to 
define “to atone” is “to ATONE is to return to being AT ONE with God.” It is a theme woven 
throughout the New Testament in many passages that educate us about how Jesus’ death on the 
cross is the ultimate sacrifice made for human sin. With Christ’s resurrection, we live in the hope of 
sin’s effects being reversed because of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice. 



And yet we still sin. Therefore, we still need to pray prayers of confession. The prayer of 
confession we know best comes to us in the prayer Jesus taught us, “Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.” This theme of redemption from our sin runs through the letters 
of the New Testament, from Romans to Jude.  

But we keep sinning even though our sins are forgiven. Why is that? There is no single, short 
answer. All I know from years of following Jesus is that I am usually aware of only one or two of 
my sins at a time, and for this, I am truly grateful.   

But what to do about our sin? Once again, we return to God. The Christian theological term 
for returning to God is repentance. Christ’s great grace abounds as we repent, as we once again--   

“Turn (our) eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face.  

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory and grace.”  

            (Helen H. Lemmel, 1922, #349, The United Methodist Hymnal) 

 
 

None of us will ever truly know how another person needs to seek atonement.  

We only know what sin we need to confess for ourselves.  

May grace abound as you consider your need to repent today.  

  

May the Lord’s forgiveness be yours today. 

Rev. Dawn.  

 

  


