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Searching for Saints
Author unknown

Mission Statement
To meet and accept all
people wherever they are on
their spiritual journey and to
inspire them in their lives
through Jesus Christ by
providing opportunities to
encounter spiritual growth
and fulfillment through
authentic worship,
meaningful friendships, and
inspirational outreach
experiences.

God is on a saint search, and it’s not only perfect people who are
going to be found. There may be some people who are born with
the natural ability to love the Lord with the totality of heart, soul,
mind and strength, nonstop. But for most of us, this passion and
power come only after we discover that God has always loved us,
and that his love precedes our own.
Fact is, most of us find the Lord only after we have been found by
him.
And all God asks is that we respond with that same level of
passion…loving him with all our heart, soul, and mind and
strength…and showing a willingness to love our neighbors as
ourselves.
If we do, we’ll be God’s holy ones, set apart for his service.

Routinely Grateful
Author unknown

When a national day of thanksgiving was established on the fourth
Thursday in November, it was not because that was a particularly
thankful day. It was intentionally chosen precisely because of its
arbitrariness to remind us to say “thanks” on a daily basis for the
bounties God has heaped upon our lives.
For Christians, every Sunday is a Thanksgiving feast day. Every
Sunday listening to the podcast, attending ZOOM prayer service, or
worship in the sanctuary, we give thanks for the greatest event ever
to hit Earth, the greatest ‘opening’ in human history – the open
tomb, testifying to Jesus’ resurrection. Every Sunday is
Thanksgiving Sunday. Every Sunday meal is a Thanksgiving meal.
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Daylight Savings Ends
Get Ready! It’s time to turn back our clocks one hour to standard time
before you go to bed on Saturday, October 31. Daylight savings
time ends at 2 AM on Sunday, November 1.

Outreach Prayer
Take a moment to pray for:
♦ ways to connect our faith walk with our neighbors and those who cross our path.
♦ actions to show individuals God truly cares for each person.
♦ Wisconsin United Methodist Conference Office and Wisconsin Local Churches.
♦ the recipients of the Hudson United Methodist Thanksgiving food give-away.
♦ Hudson United Methodist Church podcast, cable sanctuary, and parking lot worship services reaching
out beyond our ‘walls.’
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Activities & Events

Current as
of
10/15/2020

Join a ZOOM meeting! Download the ZOOM App.
Activities &
Events Subject
Log onto https://zoom.us/.
to change. Facemasks and social distancing are required when meeting in the building.

Meeting every Sunday

Meeting ID 830 1348 43557
Password 606197

Sanctuary Worship is available at 8:30
and 10:30 am by reservation. Due to
COVID seating is limited. Call
715.386.3921 to let us know you are
coming. A podcast worship service is
available at www.umchudson.org or on
our church facebook or YouTube pages.

Activities and Events continued on page 4

4. The Musings. NOVEMBER 2020
Activities and Events continued from page 3

Meeting every Wednesday
Every Wednesday Bakery & Produce
Give-Away @ 9 AM
Tell your neighbors and friends we have curbside delivery of
Bread and produce which we hand out every Wednesday at
9 AM. We will be continuing curbside delivery while we wait further
direction. Thank you to our church members who drop-off food
donations, Buddy’s Bakery, and County Market. If you would like
to make a food or grocery bag donation please stop by the church
Tuesday morning between 10 AM to Noon for distribution on
Wednesday morning. Thank you!

Please provide your own communion
elements such as juice, water, or
grapes and bread, wafer, cracker.
Thank you.

Activities & Events continued on page 5
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Activities and Events continued from page 5

Drive-In Prayer Service
Monday, November 2 @ 4:45 PM
You are invited to a Drive-In Prayer
Service in the comfort and safety of
your car on Monday, November 2
from 4:45 PM to 5:15 PM.
We will be praying for the
November 3 Presidential Elections.
Our Boy Scout troop will open the
service with a flag ceremony, our
COVID singers will provide music.
The service is led by Rev. Dawn and
Rev. Tony. Just set the dial of your
car radio to 87.9 FM.
up

Hudson United Methodist Church is a polling site
for the City of Hudson. On Monday, November 2
and Tuesday, November 3, the Fellowship Hall
and the Multi-Purpose Room are not available due
to the set up of the polling booths (Monday,
November 2 ) and voting (Tuesday, November 3).
For additional voting information, please contact
the City Clerk of Hudson at 715.386.4765, ext. 140
or log on to www.ci.hudson.wi.us.
News from the Deputy Clerk: “The election
WILL go on. We will adhere to whatever the rules
are at the time for the amount of people that CAN
be in a building. We are ordering pens for each
voter, etc, etc. We will be offering hand sanitization
stations/supplies at the voting site.” Thank you for
your support.

Pick up your order of service at the entrance of the
church parking lot. Please park your car in the upper lot
facing Rev. Dawn and Rev. Tony. Hear us on 87.9 FM.

Sunday, November 15
December Newsletter Deadline

Refer to page 11 for details

The next Musing newsletter article deadline for the
DECEMBER issue is noon, on Sunday, NOVEMBER 15th.
Send your ministry or event information to the church office:
hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net. THANK YOU!
Activities & Events continued on page 6
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Sunday, November 15

You are invited to a Book Club Discussion
at 6:30 PM
Please check with Carla Bebault or Ruth Knapp for details and
location. Our last meeting will be in November. We plan on avoiding
the winter months and plan on not meeting.
Our November read is “Evidence of V: a Novel of Fragments, Facts & Fiction”, by Sheila O’Conner.
In an ambitious blend of fact and fiction, including family secrets, documents from the era, and a thin,
fragmentary case file unsealed by the court, novelists Shelia O’Connor tells the riveting story of V, a
talented fifteen-year-old singer in 1930s Minneapolis who aspires to be a star. Drawing on the little-known
American practice of incarcerating adolescent girls for “immorality” in the first half of the twentieth
century. O’Connor follows young V from her early work as a nightclub entertainer to her six-year state
school sentence for an unplanned pregnancy. The book was inspired by O’Connor’s research on her
unknown maternal grandmother and the long-term effects of intergenerational trauma. “Evidence of V: a
Novel of Fragments, Facts & Fiction” can be found online through the Hudson Public Library, from
Chapter2Books in Hudson, and on Amazon.

Angels All Around
We are working on a video project for our Advent theme,
“Angels All Around”. Send your angel pictures to
hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net no later than December 1.
The angel pictures will be used in a video.

Almost Christmas – A Wesleyan Advent Experience
Make your Wesleyan heritage a part of your Christmas. In John Wesley’s
famous, “The Almost Christian,” he encourages people to follow Christ
wholeheartedly. In Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent experience, author
and pastor Magrey deVega leads a group of authors in exploring how we can
make the same commitment to Christ during Advent and connect our
Wesleyan heritage with the traditional Advent themes of Love, Hope, Joy, and
Peace. This is a four-week study.
We will meet on Thursdays; November 19, December 3, 10, and 17 in
person in the Fellowship Hall at 4 PM. (Please wear a facemask and we
will be social distancing. ) If you are not available on Thursdays, we offer a
10:15 AM Wednesday ZOOM small group. Date to be announced. Please
register by calling 715.386.3921 or email hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net as books
are needed for the class.
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Accountable Leadership Update
Accountable Leadership ZOOM meeting met on Tuesday, September 22. The next meeting is planned for
October 27, 2020, at 7:00 pm. The following minutes will be presented at the October 27 meeting for
approval.
The September 22, 2020 Accountable Leadership Board Meeting was called to order by John Duntley at
7:04 PM.
The opening prayer was by Rev. Dr. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad
Present: Vicki Bolton, John Duntley, Jean Gunderson, Tom Burmood, Regina Zedell Schmidt, Rev.
Dawn Jeffers Ramstad, Dave Lawton, Amy Norelius, Margie Close, Mike Bebault, and Kathy O’Brien
Schroeder.
Absent: Mars Overlee.
Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved as presented.
Approval of August 25, 2020 meeting minutes was approved as presented.
Thought/Study Time No study – let's look at a video presentation in the future.
1. John Duntley and Rev. Dawn will look at potential video studies and get back to the ALB.
Under consideration is Chuck Knows Church.
Pastor's Report:
1. Fall Updates
a. Our virtual charge conference is 1st Sunday of November at 5 pm. The pastor's salary
package needs to be approved and sent to the Conference Office. All Church Conference
Reports will need to be filed electronically as soon as the conference link is operational.
Reports needed are: Pastor’s Compensation Package, Nominations, Resolutions, and Lay
Servant reports.
b. Annual WI Church Conference is on October 24, also virtual. Darci will be presenting
the sermon on Sunday, October 25.
c. Current assessment of COVID 19: We will continue with Sanctuary worship; if we have
an outbreak within the congregation we will meet outside, weather permitting. Currently,
we have multiple platforms of worship for the congregation (two sanctuary worship
services, two zoom prayer services, a podcast online service on our Facebook and website
pages, and cable service.
d. World Communion Sunday – drive-thru option is plan is in place to receive communion.
e. COVID cases are increasing as of Monday, September 14 the average is 7.3 positive
tests per day, a week ago yesterday we had 17 positive tests of COVID.
Old Business:
1. Long-Range Planning Task Force:
a. Concept Plans Overview (Market-Johnson/ EA Studio Update)
Mike Bebault reported a meeting was held on Wednesday, September 16 to look at
proposed costs. Rev. Dawn, Jean Gunderson, John Duntley and Mike Bebault will meet
to formulate a plan on presenting the Market-Johnson building plans to the congregation
and the next steps to take.
New Business: None

Accountable Leadership Report continued on page 8
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Committee Reports Summary/Updates
1. Finance Update by Jean Gunderson
a. Jean reported the 2021 Budget Development needs to start the process in motion.
Individual committees will receive a format to put their budget together. Compared to last
year's numbers the expenses are down slightly and incoming donations are up slightly. We
are holding our own. The Payroll Protection Program forgivable loan has helped greatly
and helped with the current payroll. We will need to report to the bank the PPP usage. It is
a forgivable loan.
b. Conference indicates We won’t have to approve our church budget until 2021. We are
working to identify what costs are up due to the pandemic and what is down. Carol Trainor
will be asked and pull together a report. No budget will be presented at the Nov. All
Church Charge Conference. DS Barb would like us to complete only the necessary
reports.
1. The November Church Charge conference is a virtual meeting on zoom. Our
church is healthy that is why we are holding the virtual meeting.
2. By November Jean reported Finance Committee will share some sort of
budget, largest cost is our staff packages and salaries. The plan is to use existing
numbers, but look at where we are under spending or overspending. We will do
nothing to increase the church budget. Jean to look at this with Carol Trainor.
2. Nominations-Vicki Bolton reported the Nominations Committee met in August. Rev. Dawn
is actively recruiting people for open positions. There are vacancies on ALB and CCH.
On ALB, we are working to identify one youth, and a female trustee to serve on the ALB.
CCH is looking to fill positions for 2021. We have CCH potentials, but waiting to hear
confirmation. Off of the CCH Board in 2020 is Gery Campbell and Carla Bebault. Mel
Hermansen is continuing on the CCH board. Jack Starr is on the board representing
Osceola.
1. An item to consider is a plan for the current Accountable Leadership Board
original members to establish varied term expirations so that some start rotating
off. Under the ALB, plan members are asked to serve for 3 years. Need to think
about 2021, and roll off rotation the original 8 members, so we don’t have all the
members leaving at the same time. This does not affect Regina Zedell
Schmidt and Dave Lawton who have later starting years. Amy Norelius mentioned
she would like to be the first one off of ALB to spend more time with her husband
who will be needing home care. Amy would like to leave the board in a first
rotation.
3. Trustees-Mike Bebault reported that there are no issues. Mike would like to set up a meeting
with John Duntley regarding the Day Away program to review their youth house requests.
Otherwise, there isn’t anything pressing from the trustees. Mike Galloway does an excellent
job at necessary small repairs. We switched to a sanitizing product that the restaurants use.
Carol Trainor provides the supplies from the restaurant supply warehouse.
4. SPRC-closed meeting
Joys and Concerns
Closing: Lord’s Prayer
Next meeting planned for October 27, 2020 at 7:00pm (unless urgent issues develop)
Future dates; 4th Tuesday 2020/2021 potential dates; Oct 27, November 17 (avoid Thanksgiving)
2021: Jan 26, Feb 23, Apr 27, May 25, Aug 24.
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Caregiver Ministry Updates
By Vicki Bolton
The Lay Pastoral Care Team will be meeting on November 9th at 4 pm. During this time of
social distancing, and COVID-19 precautions, the team has not been able to do personal
visits with homebound members. The team has been reaching out with phone calls, mailing
of cards, and praying for all of our shut-ins.

Memory Café
Please join us for a Virtual Memory Café
A virtual memory café is held the second Tuesday of the month from
1 pm to 2:30 pm. This is a place for people with mild cognitive impairment,
or early Alzheimer’s or related dementias, and their care partners to socialize
and have fun, all from the comfort of their home!
Registration is required to attend. Please contact Kim Bauer, Dementia Care Specialist for St Croix County
at 715.381.4411. Once registered you will receive connection instructions.

November Education Updates
By Lynn Barbeau, Director of Youth & Family Ministry
Good afternoon everyone! It is a beautiful fall day today and I plan to enjoy it - my grandsons and I are
going down to the Mississippi River to hunt for rocks and fossils after school with a rock hound friend.
Next week it's supposed to be cold. This has been a busy month and I can't wait for fun today!
I have been busy meeting with the youth and we've enjoyed time outside and inside the Youth House with
our masks. Last week two of the youth brought volleyball equipment and had a great game. This week we
are carving pumpkins! We also spent one evening cooking Margie's delicious Sloppy Joe sauce. Thank
you to all of you who have supported this fundraiser. We sold 82 portions and raised $424. It will really
help our three new freshmen who won't have the same amount of time to raise funds for our mission trip
next summer.
Sunday school materials have been sent home. Each week I record a lesson online and also send a short
video from Cokesbury. We are using Celebrate Wonder. We have started the first four weeks with
creation and creativity, the next unit is about faith and they hear Abraham's stories. It has been a real
challenge with the technology for me not perfect, but I'm so grateful to Graham Close who is helping me
each week.
There is so much coming up these next few weeks that I almost don't know where to begin. I think
calendar order is the best way to start!
1. Our Drive-Thru Trunk or Treat is Saturday, October 31st from 4-5:30. We have nine cars
signed up and at least two people stuffing bags! We are hoping this is well received by our
neighbors and each goodie bag will include information about HUMC and some upcoming
events! Thank you for donations of goodies, and all the help!
Education Update continued on page 10
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2. A Gratitude Bush is currently in the works. You and anyone walking by is welcome to take a
card and add something that you are grateful for and a wish for the community. Then hang it on
the bush!
3. Advent season starts the last weekend of November with a special book for families with
young children and special foam Advent wreaths. Please let me know if you would like one.
I also have Advent wreath kits for families, couples or someone by themselves who would like
one. Please let me know if you would like this kit so I know how many I need. I also have a recipe
that I will be sending home for you to make clay to hold candles for your wreath to create. During
the season of Advent I will be sending daily little things too or maybe weekly by email!
4. On December 20th we will have our Christmas program, but with a new twist. "Angels All
Around" is the theme for this year. We invite everyone to make a short (2-3 minutes maximum)
video or send in pictures relating to this theme. Music, an angel you made, a family tradition,
recipe, skit or a story are all ideas.
5. December 24th from 4-5:30 PM we would like to have a drive-thru live nativity for our
community. There will be three distinct family groups in our costumes - the Holy Family, the Wise
Men and the Shepherds. If any of you would be interested in helping out please call me. If you
have any animals or props that we can use, please also let me know! Thanks!
We also have some fun Sunday events coming up! Also don't forget, the nursery is open by reservation
only.

UPCOMING EVENTS
October

Gratitude Bush continues until it snows - Add a gratitude card.
10/31 - Halloween Trunk or Treat Drive Thru - 4-5:30 PM.

November

11/1 - All Soul's Day or Die de los Muertos (Make Day of the Dead flags)
11/8 - Veteran's Day - write a note or call a veteran to say thank you!
11/15 - Clean Your Refrigerator Day - to get ready for Thanksgiving!
11/22 - Thanksgiving - share a photo of what you are thankful for and the choir will share a video
11/29 - Advent Begins! Be sure to pick up your Advent Wreath supplies and Advent Book
if you signed up

December

12/6 - St. Nicholas Day - share the St. Nicholas story
12/13 - Go Caroling Day - Drive around and sing Christmas carols
12/20 - Angel's All Around Christmas Program - send in your video and pictures showing angels
in your life by 12/1
12/24 - Drive thru Nativity
12/27 - Make Cutout Snowflakes Day
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Think about it…………

“I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought, and that gratitude is happiness doubled by
wonder.”
~ G.K. Chesterton
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Finance Updates
By Carol Trainor, on behalf of the Finance Team
The Finance Committee is committed to keeping you informed regarding the financial health of our
church.
Summary: End of September 2020
YTD 2020
YTD Actual
General Fund Income
$233,064
General Fund Expense
$264,016
Net Profit/Loss
-$30,952

YTD Budget % Budget
$252,421
92%
$284,434
93%
-$32,013

YTD 2019
$238,996
$266,480
-$27,484

% Change
-2%
-1%

VANCO Online Giving

We offer the option of giving online through VANCO. You can set up automatic, recurring
contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere you have access
to the Internet. In order to use VANCO, you must create a profile. The VANCO option
allows YOU to be in complete control of your giving. To take advantage of this option,
simply follow the easy steps by going to the HUMC website @ www.umchudson.org. You
can also mail your church envelope to HUMC, 1401 Laurel Ave., Hudson, WI.

Check out Amazonsmile
Amazonsmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. When you
shop on Amazonsmile, the Amazonsmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable
organization of your choice, which we hope will be United Methodist
Church of Hudson. Sign in to smile.amazon.com to make a donation.

Food Shelf Update
By Nancy Briske and Ruth Knapp
_______________
We need volunteers to help sort the food coming in for our Stuff-a-Truck drive
on Friday, Nov. 6, meeting on the lower level of St Pat church We will be setting
up tables about 9:30 AM and marking boxes. Then the truck should arrive from the
schools around 11:30 AM. We plan to spread the tables out, so there will not be such
congestion. Gloves will be provided and masks are required. Any amount of time
given for this needed activity will be appreciated greatly. There is a second need if
Nov. 6 doesn’t work for you. You can also help on Saturday, Oct. 31, at County Market during the day
handing out flyers for Stuff-a-Truck and a pre-collection of food from shoppers. Call Ruth Knapp or
Nancy/Gary Briske with questions or to find out what time to be at County Market on Oct. 31.
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Knit A Difference
By Jeanne Schmidt
_______________
The Knit a Difference and Crochet Too project has begun. We need your help to knit or crochet hats and scarves for
families in need. I have a new supply of yarn through a Thrivent grant. If you would like some yarn, I can drop them off at
the First Presbyterian Church drop box. I also have some patterns.
So far I have given out 375 hats, scarves and mittens to Grace Place, Positive Alternatives, Operation HELP, High School
and Middle School Raider Program, Houlton Elementary School, WIC, Our Neighbor’s Place and Free Clinic of Pierce and
St. Croix Counties. I could use more. I am in particular need of smaller sizes.
Thanks for your support of this project. Jeanne Schmidt

Mission Team Updates
Mission of the Month
By Margie Close, Mission Team Chair

The NOVEMBER Mission of the Month (MOM) noisy can offering will go to help support the
Hudson Area Backpack Program. There have been some changes to the program that we want you to
be aware of.
1) The Backpack Program will purchase elementary food though Second Harvest, since it comes at a
cheaper price. So, individual churches will not need to collect items and fill “backpacks” like we
have in past years.
2) HOWEVER, the program has been made aware that there IS a great need for food for middle school
and high school students who are food insecure. The middle school and high school have a special
“store” called Raider Network in which students in need may visit the “store” for simple food
items so that they are not going hungry outside of school.
3) THEREFORE our church will be collecting shelf-stable meals and snack items beginning in September
for the Raider Network. Green grocery bags with a shopping list for donations will be available in
the narthex under the coat rack. There is a collection area for donations in the same location. This
food collection will be ongoing throughout the school year. Direct your questions to Margie Close
or Judy Olson.
A shopping list is located in the church narthex.
THANK YOU for your continued support of this much needed program in our community. As always, if
you would like to make a monetary donation to the Backpack Program, please go to hudsonbackpack.com.

Curbside Thanksgiving Dinners to
be Distributed
The Missions Committee will be providing Thanksgiving Dinners to families in
need living in the St. Croix County, Lakeland, and Bayport areas again this year.
Missions continued on page 13
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We will be purchasing enough food for the dinners.
PLEASE NOTE: We will start accepting reservations on Wednesday, November 4. One dinner per
household. Please call 715.386.3921. For your order we need your name, phone number, address, and the
number of people in your family. The dinners will be distributed curbside only at the Wednesday
Food Give-away on Wednesday, November 18 at 9 AM.

SEWMUCHNEED

Hudson United Methodist Church Sewing Missions Ministry
By Connie Nielsen
We will not be meeting in November. Our next meeting is December 7 from 9 AM to Noon.
A pick-up of 17 boxes is being delivered to Eau Claire for Mid West Missions. Also made face masks for
HAMA.
These are the items from July 2019 till October 2020.
DIAPERS
155
KIMONOS
142
RECEIVING BLANKETS
66
BOOK BAGS
196
HOSPITAL GOWNS
254
GIRLS SHORTS
504
BOYS TOPS
70
BABY HATS
60
COTTON QUILTS
10
TOTAL
1481 ITEMS
Delivered locally:
River Falls & Hudson Hospitals
18 quilts, 96 Receiving blankets, Prairie Ele. 2 quilts
Operation Help
6 quilts
Exodus House
1 quilt
Comforts of Home
3 quilts
North Hudson School
8 quilts
River Crest school
12 quilts
E.P. Rock
2 quilts
Please direct your questions to Connie Nielsen and Harriet Enloe.

SEWMUCHNEED … SEW LITTLE TIME
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Think about it…………
“Look forward and be hopeful, look backward and be thankful, look down and be helpful, look up and be
humble.”
~Unknown
“No person was ever honored for what he received. Honor has been the reward for what he gave.”
~ Calvin Coolidge
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On the Lighter Side
Used with permission from NewsletterNewsletter. Materials may be republished in subscriber’s own parish publication, including scriber’s own
Web Site. No portion may be reproduced in any form for resale or redistribution

Scout Update – Troop 213
By Tim Phillips, Scout Master
Scout Troop 213 has officially kicked off our 2020 wreath sales. Due to the current situation with
COVID, we will not be physically selling at the church this year. We are, however, doing virtual sales.
This forces the troop to be creative in their sales skills. I know many have helped support the troop with
sales in the past. Please consider buying a wreath to support Troop 213 and Scouting as a whole.
To buy one, contact us at troop213hudson@gmail.com and refer to Jacob Woolery. You can pay by
placing a check in Troop 213 church mailbox or you can pay via PayPal which is the same email as above.
(share your street address please) Orders need to be in by Sunday, November 8th and will be shipped
by November 22nd. Payment is due at time of ordering. Wreath prices are:
24” Wreath…………………………………………………………….$26
36” Wreath………………………………………………….………….$35
48” Wreath…………………………………………..…..…………….$40
56” Wreath………………………………………….…...…………….$45
24” Star………………………………………………....………..…….$33
36” Candy Cane…………………………………....………………….$33
36” Cross………………………………………....……….…………...$33
Single Swag (Fan)…………………...…………………………..……..$18
Double Swag (Bow)……….…………………....……………………..$18
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Statistic Update
By Jane Dejno
Data Base Coordinator
_________________
I’m happy to report that with the help of a new church laptop I am now able to work from home during
the pandemic. It’s been a challenge catching up with all the data but progress has been made. Attendance
totals now include podcasts/youtube/online counts as well as in-church services. Welcome to the new
(temporary?) normal!

Attendance

2016
*500
JAN
**311
FEB
463
MAR
492
APRIL
*553
MAY
413
JUNE
*509
JULY
386
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER 478
*521
OCTOBER
549
NOVEMBER
446
DECEMBER

2017
*563
495
535
*815
541
470
*557
501
557
*690
591
*618

2018
536
508
518
*744
^455
475
*514
430
599
494
540
*616

2019
^526
**341
* 643
621
461
* 474
396
432
* 567
483
481
537

2020
^475
524
510
547
649
319
522
466
503

"Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you
kneel to say your nightly prayer."
~ Maya Angelou

Statistics are also posted on the bulletin board in the office.
* 5 Week Month ** Only 3 Weeks Recorded. ^school out early.
COVID 19 beginning March 15, 2020-data incomplete.

Stewardship Update
By John Duntley
Two Months To Go--Stewardship 2020
We are nearing the completion of the most unusual year that most of us have experienced in our lifetime.
We have endured the early months of corona virus lockdown and gradually re-emerged to small worship
gatherings, socially distanced meetings, and learned to respect mask wearing. Hudson United Methodist
Church has remained a steadfast light with ministry shifting to You Tube podcast worship, Zoom prayer
gatherings, parking lot hymn sing and drive through communion. For others, the US Mail has provided a
regular connection to worship, sermons and comfort.
As we approach the final quarter of the year, considering all the challenges the church has encountered, we
are doing well thanks to the generous giving that started HUMC off in 2020 and for so many families and
individuals faithfully fulfilling their pledges or making continued offerings. For this we are eternally
thankful. To all that have continued to send or drop off offerings, please know that your support has been
critically essential.
Stewardship continued on page 16
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Stewardship continued from page 15
For any that have had their own financial challenges during this year and may not be able to continue your
usual support, we pray that you will remain faithfully connected and reach out to your church family.
In as much as your family finances have been challenged this year, so has the church. Our account lines
for utilities, classroom supplies, nursery and cleaning supplies are down due to less activity while other
accounts like postage, video production services have risen with our new reality of distance worship. Our
pledged giving is slightly behind budget and our loose plate offering very low without our usual service
attendance, leaving us with a tight year end. The church finances have been greatly aided by a Payroll
Protection Program forgivable loan that enabled us to keep most of our staff fully employed. As we look
to finishing this year, we prayerfully ask for your continued support. Since the usual Christmas and
holiday season may unfold a bit differently and distanced, we respectfully ask that you continue to consider
how important your giving is to Hudson United Methodist Church.
In 2 Corinthians 9:8 Paul teaches that God gives abundantly that we might have more than enough to
meet our own needs and share with others. “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in
all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written; He
who has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now Available

Hudson United Methodist Church Promise Card 2021
My First Fruits Pledge of My Financial Resources
In recognition of God’s abundant grace, we are asking households to make a first fruits pledge to support
our church’s Budget of Ministries for 2021. Cards are available at the greeters table in the narthex. They
were attached in the October 18 sermon email blast to the congregation, and mailed to those receiving US
mail. If you need a copy of the promise card, please email hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net and one will be sent
to you, or call 715.396.3921. Please email your promise to: Hudson United Methodist Church, Attention:
Lisa Lindley, Financial Secretary, 1401 Laurel Ave., Hudson, WI 54016.

Tree Trek Update
By Ken Holman, Vice Chair, Hudson Urban Forestry Board
The Tree Trek Team just finished creating the maps for all five Treks. Two items to report on are:
1. Trek maps will be posted on the city's web site soon & will be able to be loaded onto portable
devices, ie smart phones etc.
2. The Bicolor Oak next to the church parking lot is the only post needing to be installed, however,
we've hit a hard layer 6-8 inches below ground (root system, gravel under original grading).
We expect to have this post installed soon.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Think about it…………

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it is those little bits of good put all together that overwhelm the
world.”
~Bishop Desmond Tutu
“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success.” ~Henry Ford
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Wisconsin UMC Conference Update
October 7, 2020
By Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
___________________
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way
you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened
among you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you should be in agreement and
that there should be no divisions among you, but that you should be united in the same mind and the same purpose.
(1 Corinthians 1:4-10)
“Called into the fellowship.” I am challenged by these words. Following our clergy session of Annual
Conference, and preparing for the actual Annual Conference on the 24th, my mind is filled with the
fullness of our clergy covenant community – ordained, commissioned, and licensed – who serve so
faithfully in the Wisconsin Conference. We are a diverse bunch. We represent a wide variety of theological,
social, cultural, racial, ethnic, and biblical perspectives and spheres. God’s abundance and creative Spirit
pervades our clergy covenant community, guaranteeing that we reach an astoundingly broad number of
people. United Methodism has never been at its heart and core an exclusionary faith movement, but
follows John Wesley’s edict to “offer them Christ,” whomsoever “them” might be.
During our clergy session each year, our pastoral leadership reflects on the “Historical Questions”
developed by John Wesley in the 1700s that ordinands have been asked every year since at least
1784 (these can be found in ¶336 of our 2016 Book of Discipline). Some of the key questions could, and
should, be asked of every Christian disciple, but they are foundational for those called to serve as clergy.
“Are you going onto perfection, and do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life?” “Are you
resolved to devote yourself wholly to God and God’s work?” Will you diligently instruct children, visit
from house to house, recommend fasting and abstinence (some of these promises evolve over time to fit
the context)? Do you know the doctrine, polity and their relationship to the Holy Scriptures? Will you be
diligent and punctual and stay out of debt? All these questions are aimed at defining the clergy covenant of
United Methodists today and Methodism through the ages. These Historical Questions provide a short
catechism for United Methodist pastoral leaders.
We don’t keep all of these commitments to the letter of the law, but they are a reminder that ministry is
never a 9-to-5 job, where we do whatever we feel like, whenever we feel like. This is a vocation, not a
job. This is a calling, not a profession. This is a lifestyle, not simply our work. Your clergy leaders have
made a foundational commitment to give their lives to God through radical Christian service. This is no
small thing.
I am fully aware that there are serious disagreements and disputes among our clergy. I know that we have
dividing walls of theology, scriptural interpretation, economic and racial equity, and approval of certain
doctrine and polity. We are not “of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one
mind” (Philippians 2:2), but we are all servants of one Savior and Lord, Jesus the Christ, and this is what
lifts us above our divisions to continue to serve faithfully in clergy covenant community.
WI Annual Church Conference Update continued on page 18
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I commend and celebrate the leadership and commitment of our pastoral leaders. Through their sacrifice
and dedication, our churches continue in ministry. By their guidance and efforts, the priesthood of all
believers and the ministry of the laity is strengthened and affirmed. I call upon all throughout our
Wisconsin to pray for our clergy – our elders, provisional members, our deacons, our local pastors – who
have answered God’s summons. Thanks be to God!
Additionally, I want to call on us to be in prayer for those afflicted by our current pandemic. The numbers
in Wisconsin have increased alarmingly, and even our president has contracted this disease. Regardless of
politics, let us pray for everyone who has suffered through COVID-19, for the families, for those who
grieve the loss of loved ones, and for an end to this destructive and pernicious disease. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Worship Ministry Updates
Worship Team Update
By Adele Dolan, Worship Team Chair
I don’t know about you, but my brain has become extra tired and led me to act just plain goofy sometimes!
There is too much information coming at me from all directions. The pandemic hasn’t disappeared, the
presidential election is imminent, we’re moving into colder months, and we’re reluctant to going back to
being cooped up. Nevertheless, I think most of us are determined to behave responsibly and lovingly and
look out for each other. And let’s not forget it’s our traditional month to give thanks. Goodness - put
everything together and we have a lot on our plates (sorry for the pun!)!
I look forward to celebrating the season, even though our family will remain more scattered than usual.
We have a lot to be thankful for. How 2020 will finish remains a mystery, but whatever happens, God will
be faithful. Even if we’re not. Even if we’re unhappy with election results. Even if the future seems bleak
and we’re tempted to succumb to fear rather than cling to hope. God will not abandon us. I need to get
my head out of its muddle, acknowledge that I’m an imperfect person in an imperfect world, and just be
thankful for the blessings that brighten each day.
In recent weeks, our worship focus has been on the Apostle Paul’s letters of love and encouragement to
the faithful followers of Christ in Thessalonica. Though the letters weren’t written specifically to us, God
allowed them to be preserved in our New Testament Scriptures to inspire and strengthen us just as they
did those who originally received them. We can see ourselves in most of Paul’s letters, and recognize that
even in his day followers of Christ struggled with human imperfection. But Paul doesn’t give up on the
church. Instead, he reassures them of God’s love and perfect faithfulness, reminds them to pray and
persevere, and encourages them to be thankful.
Another Paul I knew embodied a similar spirit of love and encouragement. Many of you may have known
Paul Martinson, who died at the end of September. I met him when he was a retired Lutheran pastor,
taking on the role of chaplain at CCH not long after the nursing home had opened. When I listened to him
graciously accept the position, and kept track of other messages he shared in various Hudson settings,
I could sense his God-inspired love for all people! He and his wife Ann worked together for decades as
energetic, creative and devoted servants of the Lord. They traveled the world with their family, shared the
love of Jesus, and taught their children to live the great commandment.
Worship Updates continued on page 19
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According to a quote shared in the funeral message, Paul qualified as a saint - not because he was perfect,
but because he made people want to believe in God. What a comforting – and convicting – observation!
When the reality of imperfection weighs heavily, I can remember that even though I’m a work in progress,
dealing with tired-brain-goofiness, I can still be contagious for God!
In the challenging final months of 2020, I’m praying that our church will seek to share the witness of
contagious faith, radiating the love of Jesus and making everyone we come in contact with want to believe
in God. That’s a “virus” worth sharing!
Thanksgiving blessings to all!
Adele Dolan, Worship Chair
***********************************************************************************************

Missed a Service? No internet….we are now
available on cable
By John Ramstad

We are now showing our online worship videos on Comcast's cable local access
channel 15 twice a week, on Wednesdays at 6 PM and Thursdays at 11 AM, in case anyone is interested.
This is only available to Comcast cable subscribers.
***********************************************************************************************

November Liturgist Schedule at HUMC
Liturgist Schedule is subject to change

By Mary Ellen Paulson, Liturgist Coordinator
All ages are welcome to be a liturgist! Contact Mary Ellen Paulson for information. Don’t forget to contact
Mary Ellen Paulson, or Kathy in the church office, if you are unable to serve. We want to list the correct
name in the bulletin. It is important for you to receive a Friday worship update so you can practice your
part in the service. Liturgists will be taped for our online worship services on Wednesday mornings.
Sunday, November 1
Sunday, November 15
8:30 AM:
Ruth Knapp
8:30 AM:
Mike Lindley
10:30 AM: Mars Overlee
10:30 AM:
Graham Close
Sunday, November 8
Sunday, November 22
8:30 AM:
Carla Bebault
8:30 AM:
Adele Dolan
10:30 AM: Craig Gibson
10:30 AM:
Randy Dahle
Sunday, November 29
8:30 AM: Wesley Dahle
10:30 AM: Caleb Lindley
************************************************************************************************

November Usher Schedule at HUMC
Usher Schedule is subject to change

The Head Ushers are either Rick Hagar or Scott Paulson and Gery Campbell.
Additional information pending.
The Usher Schedule is to be determined based on worship reservations.
Worship Update continued on page 20
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November Worship at HUMC
Subject to change
Take a look at worship activity for the month of November. We will continue to offer a podcast worship
service. The service is posted on YouTube and on our Facebook pages. We also offer online worship
videos on Comcast's cable local access channel 15 twice a week, on Wednesdays at 6 PM and Thursdays at
11 AM. In addition, we offer two Sunday Sanctuary worship times 8:30 and 10:30 AM with reservations
and subject to change. Seating is limited. Please call the church office at 715.386.3921 or email
hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net when making a reservation.
The Mission of the Month (MOM) noisy can offering will go to help support the Hudson
Backpack Program.
Sunday, November 1: All Saints Day & Daylight Savings Ends & Communion: Worship at 8:30 &
10:30 AM; Pianist: LeAnn Stein; Liturgy Text: 1 John 3: 1-3; Gospel: Matthew 5: 1-12; Rev. Dr. Dawn Jeffers
Ramstad, preaching.
Sunday, November 8: Veterans Day: Worship at 8:30 & 10:30 AM; Pianist: LeAnn Stein; Liturgy Text:
1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18; Gospel: Matthew 25: 1-13; Rev. Dr. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad, preaching.
Sunday, November 15: Worship at 8:30 & 10:30 AM; Pianist: LeAnn Stein; Liturgy Text: 1 Thessalonians
5: 1-11; Gospel: Matthew 25: 14-30; Rev. Tony Hill, preaching.
Sunday, November 22: Worship at 8:30 & 10:30 AM; Pianist: LeAnn Stein; Liturgy Text: Deuteronomy
8: 7-18; Gospel: Luke 7: 11-19; Rev. Dr. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad, preaching.
Sunday, November 29: 1st Sunday of Advent: Worship at 8:30 & 10:30 AM; Pianist: LeAnn Stein;
Liturgy Text: To Be Announced; Rev. Dr. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad, preaching.
* We provide pastoral visits in the hospital or to individuals needing a visit or someone to talk to. In the
case of a pastoral emergency, please contact Rev. Dawn at 715.386.3921. In the case of a financial
emergency, please contact Operation HELP Drop-In Center (formerly known as the Source) at:
715.386.1300. (Hudson United Methodist Church does not provide financial support for rent, gas, or
utilities. We do provide a free bread and produce give-away every Wednesday at 9:00 AM.)

Wednesday Sunset Evening @ 7 PM

Are you looking for a mid-week service? Prefer worshiping at home? We have just the thing. You are
invited to a short sunset worship service. Enjoy praying, short message, & Communion. Please bring your
bible. The Meeting ID is 850 9325 1585 and the Password is 089619. Please bring your own bread,
water or juice. The scripture is based from the Upper Room Book of Daily Devotions 2020.

Notes to the Congregation
Thank you, congregation: Thanks to everyone for your prayers and cards during the sad time of the
passing of my brother John Huehne. Thank you, Frank and Clarice
Prayer notes that were found in the Little Prayer Box at the church entrance:
Please pray for our youth during these hard times. Health and Peace. God Bless You!
Please pray for Mom and Day in the nursing home, my friend Liz, & sister in hospital. Thank you.
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Happy Birthday to YOU!
We apologize if your name isn’t listed. We wish you a Happy Birthday, too! Please inform the church
office of your birthday, and your name and birth date will be added to the birthday list. Thank you!

November Birthdays
11/02
11/04
11/07
11/09
11/09
11/11

Bob Branson
11/16
Mike Dejno
11/16
Sue Brathal
11/18
Joyce Johnson
11/19
Darci Strutt McQuiston
Larry Wall

Graham Close
Randy Stalker
Jerry Tulgren
Wally Reidel

11/23
11/25
11/26
11/28
11/28

Roxi Olson
Paul Anderson
Jean Raymond
Johannes Dahle
Justine Ploeger

This and That
Church Building
As the weather becomes colder, are you looking for a warm place to pray or
to meet in a small group? Consider coming indoors to use your church
building. Call 715.386.3921 for additional information.

************************************************************************************************

NOW ON SALE 2021 Upper Room Disciplines

Start your Christmas shopping early! Purchase the 2021 Disciplines for your family and friends!
What are the Disciplines?
The Disciplines offer daily Bible readings, meditations on the scripture passage, and prayers or reflections.
The Disciplines are on sale per preorder, by sending an email to hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net or call the
office at 715.386.3921. Pick up your Discipline during office hours or on Sunday morning. The cost for a
regular print Discipline is $15, or a large print Discipline is $20. Make your check payable to Hudson
United Methodist Church and on the memo line write: Account 7210.
************************************************************************************************

Thanksgiving Jokes

Question: If pilgrims travel on the Mayflower, then what do college students travel on?
Answer: The Scholar Ships
Question: Where did the Pilgrims bring their cows to America?
Answer: On the Moooooo-flower.
Question: What kind of cars would pilgrims drive today?
Answer: Plymouth.
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November 2020 Prayer Requests

Please support our church, family, and friends with your prayers, cards, and words of encouragement.

For those who mourn: family of Joanne Round, sister of Joyce Johnson; David Smith, father of Carla Bebault.
For those in hospice: Mike McQuiston, husband of Darci Strutt McQuiston.
For those who are or were hospitalized: Sue Dick, mother of Kathy Anderson; Donald Marvets, brother of
Harriet Enloe; Mike Norelius, husband of Amy Norelius; Bill Pierce, son of Bob Pierce.
For our meetings and celebrations: Online worship and ZOOM meetings; and 8:30 & 10:30 AM worship;
9:15 AM and 7 PM Prayer Services; Weekly Small Groups; Nov. 1: All Saints Day, All Church Charge Conference;
Nov. 6: Stuff-A-Truck; Nov. 15: Book Discussion; Nov. 29: 1st Sunday in Advent.
For our mission activities: Loose-Coin Offering Hudson Backpack Program; All Month: Wednesday
Curbside Food Distribution; All Month: Members ministering to others during the COVID-19 outbreak;
Nov. 18: Thanksgiving Food Basket Curbside Give-Away.
For our care list folks: Jennie Hart & Jane White.
For those with on-going health or life challenges:
Ben Fischer, nephew of Margie Close
Abby, daughter-in-law of Darci & Mike McQuiston
Mike Galloway
Asher, grandson of Darci & Mike McQuiston
Josh Gibson, son of Craig Gibson
Charlie Rose, granddaughter of Bob Maki
Allen Homeier, by Karen Homeier
Cherie, niece of Joyce Johnson
Craig Horwath, by Larry Hopkins
D.A., friend of Regina Zedell
Frances Hughes and family, by Jean Gunderson
Diane, by Amy Norelius
Sam & Joyce Johnson
Friends of Rev. Susan
Macey Larson, granddaughter of Glen & Sue Warnke
Jill, friend of Kathy Anderson
Chris Janaky
Pat, friend of Helen Esmond
Ester (Jerry) Krueger, by Wally and Lil Riedel
Paul, son of James & Phyllis O’Connor
Mike McQuiston, Darci Strutt McQuiston, & family
Paula, friend of Dave and Sue Brathal
Tom Meyers, nephew of Helen Esmond
Relatives of Julie and Rev. Bill Beaton
Tom Montain, brother-in-law of Bob Enloe
Taylor, friend of Alane Wood
Dee Mudek, friend of Glenora Berres
Ruth, cousin of Dave and Sue Brathal
Nicole Munro and family
Roxan and family, friend of Helen Esmond
Shirley Nelsen
Saen, friend of Mars Overlee
Mary Post
Steve and Sheri Atkins
Stephanie, daughter of Margaret Smith
Sarah Atkins Hoggatt
Sara & Daniel Parrish, by Sarah Atkins Hoggatt
Katelyn Baier
Lynn Raymond
Lynn Barbeau
Lori Reichert
Richard & Sue Dick, parents of Kathy Anderson
Nicole Ruenter
Joyce DuBois, wife of Greg DuBois
Ernie Ross
Yvonne Dalton, sister of Harriet Enloe
Margaret Smith
Jim Dugdale, friend of Lynn Barbeau
David Spencer, friend of the church
Kendra Chapman, daughter of Barb Chapman
Kathy Simpson and family
Gladys Enloe, daughter-in-law of Bob & Harriet Enloe
Bexley Stenz, niece of Mike & Lisa Lindley
Nick Enloe, grandson of Bob & Harriet Enloe
Galen Thompson, brother of Lil Riedel
Bob & Harriet Enloe
Henry & Lennie Wells
Harry Erb, Jr.
Beryl Woolford
Helen Esmond
For our in-church ministries: Middle & Senior High Youth Programs; Advent and Christmas Planning.
For those outside of these walls: Our sisters and brothers at Beth Immanuel; Nov. 6: Stuff-A-Truck;
Nov. 18: Recipients of the curbside Thanksgiving Food Basket Give-away; Troop 213 Wreath Sales.
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