Hudson United Methodist Church
1401 Laurel Ave., Hudson, WI. 54016

715.386.3921

www.umchudson.org

October 2020
Mission
Statement
To meet and accept
all people wherever
they are on their
spiritual journey and
to inspire them in
their lives through
Jesus Christ by
providing
opportunities to
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experiences.

A Church for all Generations

October 4

World Communion

Sunday, October 4 is a very special day. Christians around the world will
join together at the Lord’s Table to partake of the sacrament. What an
amazing table the Lord’s table is! In as sense it stretches around the whole
earth. Catholic Christians, Copitc Christians, Orthodox Christians, Reformed
Christians, Lutheran Christians, Baptist Christians, Anglican Christians,
Methodist Christians, Evangelical Christians, Christians who worship in
churches with names we may never heard of, house churches; all will do
what Christ asked his friends to do: “Remember me.”
After the 8:30 and 10:30 am worship we are offering drive-thru communion
at 9:30 and 11:30 am. Drivers should enter through the east driveway, by
big cross and exit out of the parking lot by the entrance of the church.
The youth will be holding a drive-thru fundraiser on October 4. They are
selling prepackaged sloppy joe mix. All you need to add to your meal
are rolls, veggie or salad. A perfect quick meal to celebrate this special
Sunday. The sloppy joe mix is the recipe of Margie Close and cooked and
packaged by our youth. There is enough servings for those who preordered,
and while the supply lasts for those who are driving up. Direct your questions
to Lynn Barbeau, Director of the Youth and Family Ministries.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

October 31

Drive-thru Trunk or Treat

Spread the news! We are offering a drive-thru of fun for all who wish to celebrate
between 4 -5:30 PM in the church parking lot. Lynn Barbeau is in need of help.
Lynn is looking for folks to decorate their trunks of their car or a make a
freestanding display, and will need donations of candy or non-food items too.
Please return your treat bag donations to church by October 27.
If you are available, can you help fill the goodie bags which will be passed out to the
individuals in the car? Turn to page 8 for additional information.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Something to think about…. No matter your views on

Halloween, you can remind kiddos though it’s fun to pretend. We can always
be ourselves with God. God made us in his holy image and loves us as his holy…
(hallowed!) ... children. Author unknown.
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Activities & Events
Join a ZOOM meeting! Download the ZOOM App.
Activities &
Events Subject
Log onto https://zoom.us/.
to change.
Facemasks and social distancing are required.

Current as
of
9/18/2020

NOTE THE CHANGE IN THE
MEETING ID AND PASSWORD.
Please provide your own communion
elements such as juice, water, or grapes and
bread, wafer, cracker. Thank you.

Prayer Service every Sunday @ 9:15
Open to all ages!

AM.

All are welcome to join in a Prayer Service every Sunday at
9:15 AM. Connect virtually with your friends! Please bring
your Bible. The meeting id has changed 830 1348
43557 and the password has changed to 606197.

Activities & Events continued on page 4
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Every Wednesday Bakery & Produce
Give-Away @ 9 AM
Tell your neighbors and friends we have curbside delivery of
Bread and produce which we hand out every Wednesday at
9 AM. We will be continuing curbside delivery while we wait further
direction. Thank you to our church members who drop-off food
donations, Buddy’s Bakery, and County Market. If you have
surplus from your garden, and would like to share, please stop by
the church on Tuesday morning for distribution on
Wednesday morning. Thank you!

Thursday, October 15

November Newsletter Deadline

Share your events, small group information, Thanksgiving memories, or personal spiritual experiences in
the Musings. The article deadline for the November issue is noon, on October 15. Send your
information to Kathy at hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net or turn in your article to the church office. Thank you.

Sunday, October 18
Join a Book Club Discussion Group at 6:30 PM
Please check with Carla Bebault or Ruth Knapp for details and location.
The group is open to anyone who likes to read and discuss. Our October read is
“The Women of the Copper Country” by Mary Doria Russell. “The Women of the Copper
Country,” is an inspiring historical novel about the woman who started a rebellion by leading a strike against
the largest copper mining company in the world. It started in July 1913, by a twenty-five-year-old Annie
Clements who spent her whole life in the copper-mining town of Calumet, Michigan. Its an exciting read
when Annie decides to stand up for herself, and the entire town of Calumet, nearly everyone believes she
might have taken on more than she was prepared to handle. This novel is authentic and a moving
historical portrait of the lives of the men and women of the early 20th century labor movement, and of a
turbulent, violent political landscape that may feel startling relevant to today.
“The Women of the Copper Country,” can be found online through the Hudson Public Library, from
Chapter2Books in Hudson, and on Amazon.

Add These Dates to Your Calendar
News flash, please add to your phone or paper calendar these dates. Additional
information to come.
October 24: Wisconsin Annual Conference. Our ZOOM representatives are Rev.
Dawn and Rita Nichols.
November 1: Annual Church Charge Zoom Conference at 5 PM. Additional information forthcoming.
Activities and Events continued on page 5
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All Month or All Year - Who Do You Appreciate?
Pastor Appreciation Month is observed every October reminding us to thank our current
and former pastors for their ministry. Take a moment to remember our present and former
pastors with words of encouragement. Let’s move toward a year-round mutual
thankfulness to all the individuals doing God’s work. This means you too!
Everyone of us plays an important role in doing the Lord’s work.

Daylight Savings Ends
Get Ready! It’s time to turn back our clocks one hour to standard time before
you go to bed on Saturday, October 31. Daylight savings time ends at 2
AM on Sunday, November 1.

Accountable Leadership Update
Accountable Leadership ZOOM meeting met on Tuesday, August 25. The next meeting is planned for
September 22, 2020 at 7:00 pm. The following minutes were approved as presented at the September 22
meeting.
August 25, 2020 Accountable Leadership Board Meeting was called to order by John Duntley at 7:03 PM.
The opening prayer was by Rev. Dr. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad.
Present were Vicki Bolton, John Duntley, Jean Gunderson, Dave Lawton, Mars Overlee, Tom Burmood,
Regina Zedell Schmidt, Margie Close, Rev. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad, and Kathy O’Brien Schroeder.
Absent were Mike Bebault, Amy Norelius.
The August 25 agenda was approved as presented.
Thought/Study Time was on Once Upon an Epistle! The board recognized Rev. Dawn and other epistle
writers. All the work is greatly appreciated during COVID. One of the favorite epistles was Rev. Dawn’s
three-day focus on each confirmad. Thank you to all the daily epistle writers.
The May 26, 2020 Accountable Leadership Board minutes were approved as presented.
Pastor's Report:
1. Covid-19 Learnings and Updates: Rev. Dawn stated we are producing five worship
services. Our podcast on YouTube gives us a count of people who ‘click’ on to view, not the
number of people who actually view it. How do we figure out our stats? We get a hit from
everyone who accesses the worship service even if they stay for a few minutes. We are not
promoting 8:30 and 10:30 am services.
Question: Will Jane add the ‘click-on’ worship counts to the statistic report? Answer: Depends
on the WI. UMC conference instructions. Also we need to remember the group of people who
prefer to receive home mailings of Rev. Dawn’s sermon, church announcements, and bulletins.
Our Annual Church Conference will be held virtually on Nov. 1 @ 5 PM.
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2. All continuing education offered by UMC have been adapted to view online.
3. A new finance computer has been purchased with shepherds staff software. It will be
used by our Database Coordinator and Finance Team. The finance computer was purchased so
our database coordinator, Jane Dejno can work from home. Celia Wirth & Associates will do a
data transfer and install and update the new computer.
4. Pastoral care is on the rise due to COVID-19.
Old Business:
1. Day Away Respite Program: The Day Away program was discussed in May. They are
ready to move into the youth house as soon as they receive permission to hold their
program. The youth house is an ideal location and building for the group to meet. This is a
large program with 7 to 8 clients attending once they start up again. A note of thanks to the
youth group and boy scouts who have cleaned up the youth house. Day Away is using the
two east side rooms. We are very excited to be involved in this program.
2. Long Range Planning Task Force
a. Concept Plans Overview (Market-Johnson/ EA Studio Update) was reported by
Jean Gunderson. On the Long-Range planning committee are Rev. Dawn Jeffers
Ramstad, Jean Gunderson, John Duntley, and Mike Bebault. Plans were shared that
have been developed over several months and include the best versions of improved
front accessible entryway, eventual elevator for ADA access to both floors and
parking level at the back staircase, added music rehearsal space and additional meeting
space. Plans will be developed to present to the congregation when we can meet in
person. Approval of these plans will need an in-house meeting. There is no timeline
when to meet; it is based on COVID. The Accountable Leadership Board will discuss
further at the September 22 meeting when an informational meeting with the public
can be held. Rev. Dawn mentioned she will share with the District Superintendent our
future plans.
New Business:
1. Pig Roast or Pig or Sing Update: Mike is unable to take the lead on the pig roast due to
the high volume of business. Lynn Barbeau would like permission for the Youth to use the
pig roast as a way to raise money. The Accountable Leadership Board gave permission for
Lynn to organize the pig roast and the youth fundraiser.
Committee Reports Summary/Updates:
1. SPRC – We have commissioned John Ramstad to stabilize our video recording of the
podcast worship service. John will not be reporting to Rev. Dawn but to Tom Burmood. Our
Sunday worship podcast is very well received. One item to consider in the future is to offer live
streaming of the worship service but we will need additional funds to move ahead. Live
streaming will need a higher internet speed. This is a cost issue and tabled to be
discussed/revisited in the future. Mars Overlee reported AT & T does not offer any additional
higher internet speed as we are located in a residential area. Mars suggested we revisit other
options next year.
2. Finance
a. Paycheck Protection Program Update (PPP Plan) - The church received $50,000
on a forgivable loan if used for payroll. In the next couple of weeks, we will use it up.
The loan is forgivable and requires a final report to the bank and SBA.
Accountable Leadership Update continued on page 7
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b. The Accountable Leadership board supports the Finance Committee’s request to
add Gery Campbell as a signer on checks. The motion passed unanimously. The other
signer on checks is Jean Gunderson who was approved unanimously by the
Accountable Leadership Board, via email on July 14, 2020.
c. Carol Trainor made a request: Her Windows 7 support will be ending at the end
of the year. Carol Trainor’s computer will need to be updated. Celia Wirth &
Associates is the church’s computer support person. Celia will look at Carol Trainor’s
options and needs when she is in to set up the new laptop in the Finance Department.
3. Nominations - Vicki Bolton reported the nominations team met in early August. We are
looking to fill positions on the Accountable Leadership Board and to fill CCH vacancies. Due
to COVID some of the same people are continuing on the CCH board. It is a three-year
position. Nominations is working at updating reports for Nominations. Please contact Regina
Zedell Schmidt, Dave Lawton, Vicki Bolton and Rev. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad.
4.

Trustees – Nothing else to report. Everything is going along as planned.

5. Questions on submitted written reports: Margie Close shared news about the Hudson
backpack program. Basically middle and high school counselors are opening a mini-store for
student to grab food. Second Harvest Food Pantry will provide food at a reasonable price. This
process works out well during COVID.
Joys and Concerns
Closing: Lord’s Prayer
Meeting adjourned by John Duntley at 8:28 pm.
Next meeting planned for September 22, 2020 at 7:00 pm (unless urgent issues develop).
Future dates; 4th Tues 2020 potential dates; October 27, November 17 (avoiding Thanksgiving) 2021:
January 26, February 23, April 27, May 25, August 24.
Mission Statement: To meet and accept all people wherever they are on their spiritual journey, and to inspire them in
their lives through Jesus Christ by providing opportunities to encounter spiritual growth and fulfillment through authentic
worship, meaningful friendships, and inspirational outreach experiences.

Caregiver Ministry Updates
By Vicki Bolton
The Lay Pastoral Care Team will be meeting on October 12h at 4 pm. During this time of
social distancing, and COVID-19 precautions, the team has not been able to do personal
visits with homebound members. The team has been reaching out with phone calls, mailing
of cards, and praying for all of our shut-ins.
Hudson United Methodist Church is certified as a Dementia Friendly Church!
Caring Ministry Update continued on page 8
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Memory Café
Please join us for a Virtual Memory Café

A virtual memory café is held the second 2nd Tuesday of the month from
1 pm to 2:30 pm. This is a place for people with mild cognitive impairment,
or early Alzheimer’s or related dementias, and their care partners to socialize
and have fun, all from the comfort of their home!
Registration is required to attend Please contact Kim Bauer, Dementia Care Specialist for St Croix County
at 715.381.4411. Once registered you will receive connection instructions.

October Education Updates
By Lynn Barbeau, Director of Youth & Family Ministry
Today I am sure that it is fall. I actually turned on my heat and put a blanket on my lap. So much has
been happening this past month. I am very nervous about the start of the programing. I have never done
a lesson on line and please forgive any glitches or errors. I am excited about our material for Sunday
school though! "Celebrate Wonder" is a program through Cokesbury that has a take home activity pack,
a short video about the theme that week, and then in a portion that video I teach the lesson. We currently
have six children enrolled from 1st to 5th grade. We started on September 20th. Please let me know if you
would like to be included in our Sunday school program. Since it is recorded, you can use the material
whenever you have the time. Thank you also to John Ramstad and Graham Close for their expertise!
I wouldn't have been able to start without you both!
Our 19 youth (middle and high school) are meeting in person at the youth house on Wednesdays from 67:30 pm. We will be having a variety of different meeting styles that we will be using. We did have our
first fundraiser in our new normal with our 'Pig and Sing'. Rev. Dawn cooked the pork with the aid of
Chef Chad at Urban Olive and Vine and a very generous donor! The youth then shredded, weighed and
bagged the pork and passed it out after the service by having cars drive by and accepting donations.
Thank you all so much for supporting the youth. We have two new freshmen this year who will need to
earn funds so they can participate next summer! We earned $548 with some additional funds coming in,
had 45 preorders and sold out the additional pork. It was delicious! There is another drive-thru fundraiser
planned for World Communion Sunday on October 4th. This time the Youth will be accepting donations
for Margie Close's yummy Sloppy Joe's sauce - you supply the bun. Be sure to get your reservation in so
that we make enough! We don't want to run out again!
The Education Committee met in August to discuss upcoming events. Our Drive-Thru Trunk or Treat
will be Saturday, October 31st from 4-5:30 pm. Please call Lynn if you can help in any way! I need
decorated trunks or a freestanding display, candy, non-food treats, people to fill goodie bags and for the
word to get out! Please return your treat bag donations to the church by October 27.
Cars can enter from the cross side, will be decorated on the CCH side and the last stop will be to receive a
goodie bag! (It will include information about the wonderful things at HUMC)! Drop off your donations
at church during posted hours or on Sunday.
Education Update continued on page 9
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I hope that, if you have been in the building, you have seen our bulletin board with Covid-19 pictures.
I have also posted the Scope and Sequence of our Sunday school program 'Celebrate Wonder'. I will be
happy to add pictures or notes about how you are dealing with our pandemic! If you have something to
share with others, just email or call me. I do have some Advent things planned. One is a booklet for
children and another is for adults.
Fabulous Fall Sundays at HUMC are continuing! I hope you are having fun! I have so many more ideas
and welcome others too! Please share with me any thoughts for something fun that we can do apart or for
our youth group.
Don’t forget that the Nursery is open with reservations. Lynn Watson is there for you, but only by
reservation with safety precautions in place!
I am still planning on starting a small group using a United Methodist Women’s curriculum for youth and
adults with emphasis on the Gospel of Mark, and another for all with a children’s book. We also still
working on our Children’s Christmas Program or maybe it will be an All Church production that will have
a whole new format and that everyone can see! Also how about a drive through live Nativity?

UPCOMING EVENTS
September
27th - Good Neighbor Day - do a good deed and ask that they pay it forward.
(Treat the person behind you in line at the drive through to a drink, make a
donation to a food bank, give a bag with home care items to someone who is homeless or ?

October

4th - Angel Food Cake Day (serve angel food cake to celebrate WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY!)
4th - Sloppy Joes To Go Fundraiser for Youth
11th - Frugal Fun Day - What fun thing can you do today that doesn’t cost anything! Send in your ideas so
we can try it too!
18th - Wear Something Gaudy Day - How crazy can you be? Send photos to Kathy!
25th - World Opera Day - Listen to an opera! What’s your favorite?
25th - Make a card for those who have lost a loved one this year for All Soul’s Day!
31st - Trunk or Treat Drive Through at HUMC 4-5:30 pm - Join in the fun and share the word with your
neighbors, friends and family!

November
1st - All Souls Day or Die de Los Muertos (make Day of the Dead flags) or eat a special food in honor of a
loved one.
8th - Veteran's Day - write a note or call a veteran to say thank you
15th - Clean Your Refrigerator Day - to get ready for Thanksgiving!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Prayer for Peace

St. Francis of Assisi, an Italian Catholic friar, is commemorated on October 4. It’s unclear this ‘peace
prayer’ was his, it reflects his gentle spirit as an ardent Christ-follower.
“ Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; Where there is hatred, let me sow love; Where there is injury, pardon; Where
there is error, truth; Where there is doubt, faith; Where there is despair, hope; Where there is darkness, light; And whosse
there is sadness, joy. O, Divine Master, Grand that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as
to understand; To be loved as to love; For it is in giving that we receive; It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; And it is in
dying to ourselves that we are born to eternal life. Amen”
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Finance Updates
By Carol Trainor, on behalf of the Finance Team
The Finance Committee is committed to keeping you informed regarding the financial health of our
church.
Summary: End of August 2020
YTD 2020
YTD Actual
General Fund Income
$218,242
General Fund Expense
$237,249
Net Profit/Loss
-$19,007

YTD Budget
$224,498
$256,250
-$31,752

% Budget
97%
93%

YTD 2019
$203,676
$241,075
-$37,399

% Change
7%
-2%

VANCO Online Giving

We offer the option of giving online through VANCO. You can set up automatic, recurring
contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere you have access
to the Internet. In order to use VANCO, you must create a profile. The VANCO option
allows YOU to be in complete control of your giving. To take advantage of this option,
simply follow the easy steps by going to the HUMC website @ www.umchudson.org. You
can also mail your church envelope to HUMC, 1401 Laurel Ave., Hudson, WI.

Check out Amazonsmile

Amazonsmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. When you
shop on Amazonsmile, the Amazonsmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable
organization of your choice, which we hope will be United Methodist
Church of Hudson. Sign in to smile.amazon.com to make a donation.

Food Shelf Update
By Ruth Knapp
_______________

The Food Shelf is serving a larger number of families as the effects of the pandemic
are still being felt. We are grateful for all of the donations that continue to come in,
whether you leave them at County Market or at St. Pat’s church in the lower level.
Items that the Food Shelf seems to always need include Kleenex, tea, coffee,
boxed/bagged potatoes, canned soup such as tomato, beef barley,
minestrone, cream soups (NO chicken noodle), and baked beans.

Since Hudson Schools are meeting in-person as of this writing, we are preparing for the annual Stuff-aTruck event that happens on Friday, November 6. This is a heads-up to those of you who are looking
for a way to volunteer.
Food Shelf Update continued on page 11
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We will be unloading and sorting food contributions on Friday, November 6 between 11:30 AM and 3
PM. More information will be available in next month’s Musings. Everyone will be wearing masks and will
work carefully distanced. If you are willing to help, please contact Ruth Knapp. Thanks in advance for
volunteering, and for your continued contributions. Gary and Nancy Briske and Ruth Knapp

From the Desk of Rev. Dawn
By Rev. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad
_______________
Hello Church!
What changes have you made at your house since last March? For some of us, those changes are
large; a move to Wintergreen, and serious non-COVID health concerns come to my mind. Others are
more subtle. Some are pandemic response related, some are just time flowing on. One change at our house
since March is that we watch less television, especially news.
True confession, from when Matt was born to when Lisa went to kindergarten when we were home in the
daytime our television was on. I forced the kids to watch their individual shows where I could monitor
their viewing. Some viewing was intentional—Mr. Rogers and Barney for the boys, Mr. Rogers and Blues Clues
for Lisa. As pre-teens, the boys forbid me to let Lisa watch Barney since they were old enough to sing
alternate words to “I love you. You love me. We’re a happy family . . ..” I insisted Mr. Rogers stayed and his
short songs on emotions often come to mind. “It’s You I Like” is a personal favorite for guided prayer
when I know someone is feeling blue. Lisa watched Blue’s Clues while supper was being prepared. We both
learned to hum “If you use your mind, take a step at a time, you can do anything you want to do.” I still
sing these to myself regularly as life flows on and I need to remember to love my family or even why I like
John.
This week, in the 90 minutes local morning news I sort of watch while doing other things every morning
and most evenings, one consistent theme has been pandemic fatigue. Yesterday, Deacon Susan wrote a
great article filled with solid suggestions on facing pandemic fatigue. If you have not read it, Kathy posts
all our DCE’s on the web site. Personally, I think it is one DCE we should both print out if we can and
reprint it in our October 1 newsletter. But I am not going to repeat what Deacon Susan said.
Today I want to invite you to consider the changes that have happened in your life over the last 6
months, or since that terrible week when we had to stop weekly worship and begin a podcast/USPS way
of worshipping at home. What changes have happened in those six months for you in your spiritual life?
Have you grown closer to God? Have you drifted away from your faith?
One change in my life is that the retired elder/pastor who supports me in worship is now Tony Hill. Don
Stannard was not pushed out, last February, he told me directly that his back was no longer able to do all
the standing required to lead worship. Grateful for Don and his support up until that day, I prayed for his
health and for his successor in our church. As Tony and I get acquainted there is another previous life of
mine that I return to regularly. Our conversations have returned me to remember and rethink my doctoral
studies. That is because as the appointed pastor, I need to be articulate as I explain to my new retired
colleague why I do what I do. As with our other retired pastors, Rev. Tony has been a lead pastor and no
longer wants to do my job as our church’s appointed pastor. As with all our other retired pastors, I will
respect the boundaries Tony sets for himself in his new role in Hudson. Our new friendship is one change
I see as joyful.
From the Desk of Rev. Dawn continued on page 12
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In our phone call yesterday, a strong belief of mine fell out of my mouth, “Memory is only reliable for six
months.” I think I first acquired that belief from my MA advisor in Berkeley at Pacific School of Religion.
But I internalized it as deeply as those songs from children’s television in my first year at Garrett in
Evanston when I was a doctoral student in congregational studies. Then I was a student during the week
and a quarter- time supply pastor (ten hours a week, mostly weekends) for Richmond UMC, seven miles
south of Whitewater at a country crossroads. Every Sunday, I preached in a rural church. Every Sunday,
my faculty advisor worshipped at First UMC in Evanston and led two to four adult studies classes a year.
He only preached once a year in chapel, and I do not know if he ever preached at First Evanston.
My advisor’s thoughts about life in the local church were quite different than mine in no small part
because our weekly experience in the local church was so extremely different. Then he had been teaching
at Garrett for twenty-five or so years. It was more than twenty-five years since he had lived with the
discipline of weekly preaching. When he did reflect on his full-time service in a local church, it had a rosy
glow—sort of like me now when I bring up ideas from past churches I served who like Hudson had great
lay leaders who did their ministry well. What was true for my advisor was true for all full-time faculty at
Garrett who were six or more months away from serving a local church, only the burnished golden
memories seemed to remain. When I made it to the level of doctoral candidate, my advisor and I had some
points of conflict around that observation. The struggle I had to articulate my unique understanding that
our weekly experience of worship in a local church matters in Christian formation. I had to prove it—and
I did.
But what does this have to do with all of us now? We all have been living through the COVID-19
pandemic for six months. Pandemic fatigue is setting in at this the six-month mark. We all feel it
in our own way based on our own experience. It has been a long enough time that our memories of what
once was are no longer reliable. Only our strongest memories and deepest losses remain fresh in our
minds.
One change made in the past six months to support you in social isolation is this, the Daily Church
Epistle. That is why I am so grateful to Deacon Susan and the other DCE contributors for allowing this
“Ministry of the Word” to be more than a single pastor’s voice. That is why I am so appreciative of all
Kathy does to make sure it is in your inbox every day the office is open. We have faithful readers, and you
are a gift to us who want to write.
Today, I have a small homework assignment for you to consider taking on—make a list of what
has changed for you in the last six months. How have those changes drawn you closer to God?
How have they led to a drift away from God in your spiritual life? Going forward, what are you
still missing from what was? Going forward, what are you realizing needs to be left in the past?
On Monday afternoon, our Lay Pastoral Care Team met masked and in-person for our routine monthly
check-in. One member shared her written reflection on our drive-in worship service last Sunday. Because I
have asked her to consider making that reflection a DCE contribution, I will only share the childhood
rhyme she experienced as real while singing hymns in our church parking lot:
Here is the church,
Here is the steeple.
Open the doors,
See all the people.
May grace abound, Rev. Dawn

Missed a daily epistle?
They are posted online
on the church website at
www.umchudson.org.
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Mission Team Updates
Mission of the Month
By Margie Close, Mission Team Chair

The OCTOBER Mission of the Month (MOM) noisy can offering will go to help support
UWEZO. UWEZO is a local ministry that reaches out to people struggling with addictions, and to their
families. They also minister to inmates at the St. Croix County Jail through Bible study and a re-entry
ministry called, “What’s Your Plan.”
UWEZO International Ministry, Africa Leadership and Care Ministries, provides leadership training to
Christian Leaders in Kenya and other practical support. The accomplishments of UWEZO are only
possible because of its many volunteers. There are many volunteer opportunities with UWEZO and
volunteers are always needed. UWEZO can be reached via the following: P.O. Box 434, Hudson, WI
54016. Phone: 715.760.1882.

Hudson Area Backpack Announcement
By Margie Close
It's that time of year again – SCHOOL TIME!
With school starting also starts the backpack program. There have been some changes to the program
that we want you to be aware of.
1) The Backpack Program will purchase elementary food though Second Harvest, since it comes at a
cheaper price. So, individual churches will not need to collect items and fill “backpacks” like
we have in past years.
2) HOWEVER, the program has been made aware that there IS a great need for food for middle school
and high school students who are food insecure. The middle school and high school have a
special “store” called Raider Network in which students in need may visit the “store” for
simple food items so that they are not going hungry outside of school.
3) THEREFORE our church will be collecting shelf-stable meals and snack items beginning in
September for the Raider Network. Green grocery bags with a shopping list for donations will
be available in the narthex under the coat rack. There is a collection area for donations in the
same location. This food collection will be ongoing throughout the school year. Direct your
questions to Margie Close or Judy Olson.
THANK YOU for your continued support of this much needed program in our community. As always,
if you would like to make a monetary donation to the Backpack Program please go to
hudsonbackpack.com.
Backpack Program continued on page 14
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SHOPPING LIST

For the Raider Network (from Judy Olson)
Choose one item from the list.
• Cheese or Peanut Butter crackers (single
• Mac & cheese (individual microwavable
serving size)
cups)
• Trail Mix (individual bags)
• Ramen noodles (individual microwavable
• Beef jerky
cups)
• Beef sticks (non-refrigerated)
• Chef Boyardee meals (individual
Choose one item from the list.
microwavable cups)
• Fruit snacks
• Cup of Soup (individual microwavable
• Fruit roll-ups
cups)
• Fruit leather
Choose two items from the list.
• Goldfish crackers (individual bags)
• Cheeze-its (individual bags)
• Snack crackers (individual bags)
Continued on the next column

•

Unsweetened applesauce cups – multi pack

Choose one item from the list.
• Juice boxes

SEWMUCHNEED

Hudson United Methodist Church Sewing Missions Ministry
By Connie Nielsen
We plan to meet on Monday, October 5, from 9 AM to Noon in the Fellowship
Hall. We are still making packets to be sewn. If anyone has material they would like to
donate it would be greatly appreciated. We need, cotton. flannel, corduroy, denim. No
linen, knits or silk. We have another outlet for quilts. We now deliver to the schools,
Hudson Hospital, Exodus house and now to Operation Help. Please direct your
questions to Connie Nielsen, and Harriet Enloe.

SEWMUCHNEED … SEW LITTLE TIME

On the Lighter Side

Used with permission from NewsletterNewsletter. Materials may be republished in subscriber’s own parish publication, including scriber’s own
Web Site. No portion may be reproduced in any form for resale or redistribution
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Statistic Update
By Jane Dejno
Data Base Coordinator
_________________
I’m back! What a strange six months this has been but I’m happy to report that with the help of a new
church laptop I am now able to work from home during the pandemic. It’s been a challenge catching up
with all the data but progress has been made. Attendance totals now include podcasts/youtube/online
counts as well as in-church services. Welcome to the new (temporary?) normal!

Attendance
JAN
FEB
MAR
APRIL
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

2016
*500
**311
463
492
*553
413
*509
386
478
*521
549
446

2017
*563
495
535
*815
541
470
*557
501
557
*690
591
*618

2018
536
508
518
*744
^455
475
*514
430
599
494
540
*616

2019
^526
**341
* 643
621
461
* 474
396
432
* 567
483
481
537

2020
^475
524
510
547
649
319
522
466
TBA

Thank you for your patience.

Statistics are also posted on the bulletin board in the office.
* 5 Week Month ** Only 3 Weeks Recorded. ^school out early.
COVID 19 beginning March 15, 2020-data incomplete.

Stewardship Update
Article submitted by John Duntley, from The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at www.wumf.org
or Facebook/wumf.org or call 1-888-903-9863
_______________
‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free; ‘tis the gift to come down where you ought to be. (Simple Gifts/Shaker Hymn,
Joseph Brackett)
During the Covid-19 pandemic, most of us are living under conditions of enforced simplicity. There are
fewer luxuries and entertainments to spend money on and for most of us, less traveling, shopping, and
visiting. Although, some people find the forced confinement to be stressful itself, most people are, all in
all, under less of the kinds of stress they usually experience.
John Wesley, in his sermon, “The Use of Money (#50)’, insists that simplicity is essential for the Godly use
of money. If we earn all we can honestly, then we are to save all we can, meaning retain all we can, by not
using it wastefully. Rather than spending on luxury foods and personal ornaments (home, fashion, etc),
says Wesley, we should “be content with what plain nature requires.” Nor, should we lead our children
into an extravagant lifestyle.
Stewardship Update continued on page 16
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Why, then are we saving? In order to serve God through 1) supplying your own simple needs, 2) and the
needs of your family and household and then 3) giving your surplus to the “household of faith” and to
other people for their simple needs. We are not the proprietors of creation, but rather the stewards of it.
So, when we are planning an expenditure, Wesley, advises us to ask, 1) am I acting as a proprietor or a
steward? 2) am I following Scripture? 3) can I offer this as a sacrifice to God, through Jesus Christ? and 4)
will this action be judged as righteous?
There are plenty of churches and people in need during the pandemic. This is a good time to get even
better at God’s simplicity. As Wesley says in ending his sermon, “Give all ye have, as well as ye are, a
spiritual sacrifice to Him who withheld not from you his Son, his only Son.”
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Wisconsin UMC Conference Update
September 15, 2020
By Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
___________________

For your Abundant Generosity
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in
showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strange. (Romans 12:9-13)
This year has been difficult in so many ways. We have been tested, afflicted, frustrated, separated, masked,
sprayed, disconnected and disinfected until we want to pull our hair out, shouting, “Enough!” In so many
ways, it has almost been too much.
But through it all, I must admit, I am overwhelmed and deeply impressed by your faithfulness. The
generosity, giving, sacrifice, and commitment of our laity and clergy across the Wisconsin Conference has
never been greater. Your support of critical ministries has been unflagging and dedicated. We have seen a
very small drop in our connectional giving, allowing us to continue to support key ministries. We have
been able to keep our financial commitments to Harbor House Shelter, United Methodist Children’s
Services, and Northcott Neighborhood House. We have been able to provide crucial resourcing to our
Camps at Pine Lake and Lucerne and to support our campus ministries. We have met our denominational
commitments to the very best of our abilities, and this is at the Conference level.
Congregations have provided amazing ministries in their communities, continuing to worship in creative
and virtual ways. Support of feeding, shelter, and crisis intervention ministries has continued
unabated. Though we have not been able to engage in hands-on mission experiences this year as a
Conference, many local church groups have participated in providing essential services across the state.
I need to commend you all on your abundant generosity and your sacrificial giving of time and talent in
addition to financial resources. I especially want to thank the clergy and laity who have participated in
peaceful demonstrations and protests across the state. I want everyone to be aware of the pastoral and
spiritual aid given by our leaders to protesters, law enforcement, business owners, and residents, in
Kenosha and other cities, towns, and communities around the state.
WI UMC Conference Update continued on page 17
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The pandemic has caused us to be more cautious and considerate of others, preventing us from gathering
in our sanctuaries, but it in no way has slowed the faithfulness of Wisconsin United Methodists. My
beautiful people, I am so proud of you!
It is a testimony to our deep faith that we continue to give and serve in difficult times. I pray for the day
when the virus will pass, the quest for equitable justice might be achieved, and we can gather together to
raise our voices in worship and praise. I hope this day comes soon, but I know that in the meantime our
churches will continue to witness to the goodness, the love, and the abundant generosity of our
God. Thanks be to God, and thanks be to all of you.

Word from Rev. Susan, Deacon
By Rev. Susan Amann, Deacon
_______________
Well, last week’s weather was a shock to the system. In true upper midwest fashion, we went from nice
comfortable weather to what felt like October and November. Did you turn on your heat? Dig out the
winter coat and mittens? I did! I also experienced a change in my energy level. I was tired and could not
wait for the hour to come when I could go to bed. Not only did I lack physical energy, but I also lacked
mental and emotional energy. I felt less sharp, a little bit discouraged, and somewhat down.
The transitions from summer to fall to winter can be hard on the mind, body, and spirit in a typical year.
Add this to what has already been a stressful year, shorter days and longer nights, and fewer opportunities
for outdoor social activities and it would not be surprising if many people experience mild and brief
depression. At Sunday’s parking lot service, we sang “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”, and a few phrases in the
third verse speaks to this human experience of sadness: “…whenever clouds arise, when song gives place
to sighing, when hope within me dies…”.
Fortunately, there are things we can do to care for ourselves in the midst of seasonal transitions, low
moods, and affected spirits. We can keep in touch with others. Set a regular schedule for when we go to
bed and wake up. Use a daylight lamp to make up for the lost sun exposure. Exercise regularly. Set aside
quiet time to meditate on a regular basis. Engage in gratitude practice.
On Sunday, we also heard Psalm 116 and sang two songs that speak to having gratitude:
• Psalm 116, v. 12 says, “What shall I return to the Lord for all his goodness to me?”
• The first verse of “Now Thank We All Our God” says, God “…who from our mothers’ arms has blessed
us on our way with countless gifts of love…”
Intentionally practicing gratitude not only improves our mental health, but it is also good for our spirits.
By practicing gratitude, we acknowledge and give thanks to God for God’s goodness, blessings, and gifts
of love. A gratitude practice can replace our sighs and restore our hope. The writer of “His Eye Is on the
Sparrow” knew this. The rest of the third verse is, “I draw closer to Him, from care he sets me free.”
I encourage you to practice gratitude during this time of transition, especially when your mood and spirit
are low. Write down three things each day for which you are grateful. Today, I am grateful for:
1. The parking lot service led by Rev. Dawn and Rev. Tony and pulled together by so many
others, including our musicians, ushers, and Kathy. I’m grateful for their planning, willingness to
take risks, and creativity so we can worship God in new formats.
2. The pork and all the hands that prepared it. It is a fall tradition in our church to have a pig
roast. Even though we could not gather around tables and enjoy a good meal, we are able to
connect with each other in spirit by sharing this food that is a part of the fabric of HUMC.
Word from Rev. Susan continued on page 18

18. The Musings. OCTOBER 2020
Word from Rev. Susan continued from page 17
3. Being able to see our church family in person at the parking lot service. It was so nice to see
some of you in person, at a distance. I thank God for this.
Friends, take good care of yourselves - mind, body, and spirit. If you or someone else becomes concerned
about a persistent low mood and spirit, please reach out for support. And because September is Suicide
Prevention Month, I share the following resources with you:
• National Alliance on Mental Illness website: https://www.nami.org/get-involved/awarenessevents/suicide-prevention-awareness-month
• Suicide Prevention Lifeline: https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/promote-national-suicideprevention-month/
• Youth Suicide Prevention: Youth Suicide Prevention
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/mental-health/youth-suicide-prevention
God bless you, Rev. Susan Amann, Deacon

Worship Ministry Updates
Worship Team Update
By Adele Dolan, Worship Team Chair
Last month we were looking forward to our first “Parking Lot Pig and Sing”. Have since learned once
again that the best-laid plans of old-fashioned technology still bring challenges. (Who knew that the
metallic nature of our large cross would interfere with reception?) Some of you were disappointed, I’m
sure, but for those of us in the parking lot, the reception over the transmitter was clear, the weather
cooperated, and the freedom to sing out loud without a mask and catch a glimpse of folks we hadn’t seen
for months provided hope and encouragement. I thank God for the staff, the musicians, worship team
members, technicians and the youth who helped make our Rally Day “experiment” possible. Every week
we learn more about how to improve the worship opportunities available to us. Those of us on the team
appreciate your patience and support as we learn by trial and sometimes error!
Every day is a new day with Covid. I have no idea where we will be when this issue of the newsletter
reaches you, but I do know we plan to meet again in the parking lot on Worldwide Communion Sunday in
defiance of the virus that thinks it can break our spirit. The Holy Spirit will not be denied:
“I’m convinced that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: not death or life,
not angels or rulers, not present things or future things, not powers or height or depth, or any other thing
that is created.” Roman 8:37-39, CEB
Nothing. No virus, no discouragement, no physical isolation, no heartbreaking diagnosis, no change or
loss. Nothing can separate from God’s love in Christ Jesus.
Do you need that reminder as much as I do? Some days I find hope is elusive. Wherever you are today –
wherever WE are today as the HUMC Body of Christ – let’s read it again, out loud, that NOTHING can
separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus. What I feel is fickle and fleeting; God’s faithfulness is forever.
I love you all and miss you!
Sincerely in Christ,
Adele Dolan, Worship Chair

Worship Update continued on page 19
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Missed a Service? No internet….we are now
available on cable
By John Ramstad

We are now showing our online worship videos on Comcast's cable local access
channel 15 twice a week, on Wednesdays at 6 PM and Thursdays at 11 AM, in case anyone is interested.
This is only available to Comcast cable subscribers.
***********************************************************************************************

October Liturgist Schedule at HUMC
Liturgist Schedule is subject to change

By Mary Ellen Paulson, Liturgist Coordinator
All ages are welcome to be a liturgist! Contact Mary Ellen Paulson for information. Don’t forget to contact
Mary Ellen Paulson, or Kathy in the church office, if you are unable to serve. We want to list the correct
name in the bulletin. It is important for you to receive a Friday worship update so you can practice your
part in the service. Liturgists will be taped for our online worship services on Wednesday mornings.
Sunday, October 4
8:30 AM:
Ruth Knapp
10:30 AM: Mars Overlee
Sunday, October 11
8:30 AM:
Carla Beault
10:30 AM: Craig Gibson

Sunday, October 18
8:30 AM:
10:30 AM:
Sunday, October 25
8:30 AM:
10:30 AM:

Mike Lindley
Graham Close
Adele Dolan
Randy Dahle

************************************************************************************************

October Usher Schedule at HUMC
Usher Schedule is subject to change

The Head Ushers are either Rick Hagar or Scott Paulson and Gery Campbell.
Additional information pending.
The Usher Schedule is to be determined based on worship reservations.
************************************************************************************************

October Worship at HUMC

Subject to change
Take a look at worship activity for the month of October. We will continue to offer a podcast worship
service. The service is posted on YouTube and on our Facebook pages. We also offer online worship
videos on Comcast's cable local access channel 15 twice a week, on Wednesdays at 6 PM and Thursdays at
11 AM. In addition, we offer two Sunday Sanctuary worship times 8:30 and 10:30 AM with reservations
and subjected to change. Seating is limited. Please call the church office at 715.386.3921 or email
hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net when making a reservation.
The UWEZO Mission of the Month (MOM) noisy can offering will go to help support UWEZO.
Worship Update continued on page 20
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Sunday, October 4: World Communion– Worship at 8:30 & 10:30 AM; Drive-Thru Communion at
9:30 & 11:30 AM; Pianist: TBA; Liturgy Text: Philippians 3: 4b-14; Gospel: Matthew 15: 32-38; Rev. Dr.
Dawn Jeffers Ramstad, preaching.
Sunday, October 11: Worship at 8:30 & 10:30 AM; Pianist: TBA; Liturgy Text: Philippians 4: 1-9; Gospel:
Matthew 22: 1-14; Rev. Dr. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad, preaching.
Sunday, October 18: Worship at 8:30 & 10:30 AM; Pianist: TBA; Liturgy Text: Thessalonians 1: 1-10;
Gospel: Matthew 22: 15-22; Rev. Dr. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad, preaching
Sunday, October 25: Worship at 8:30 & 10:30 AM; Pianist: TBA; Liturgy Text: Thessalonians: 2: 1-8;
Gospel: Matthew 22: 34-46; Darci Strutt McQuiston, preaching.
* We provide pastoral visits in the hospital or to individuals needing a visit or someone to talk to. In the
case of a pastoral emergency, please contact Rev. Dawn at 715.386.3921. In the case of a financial
emergency, please contact Operation HELP Drop-In Center (formerly known as the Source) at:
715.386.1300. (Hudson United Methodist Church does not provide financial support for rent, gas, or
utilities. We do provide a free bread and produce give-away every Wednesday at 9:00 AM.)

Wednesday Sunset Evening @ 7 PM

Going out-of-town or are you looking for a mid-week service? Prefer worshiping at home?
We have just the thing. You are invited to a short sunset worship service. Enjoy praying, short message, &
Communion. Please bring your bible. The Meeting ID is 875 7597 8833 and the Password is 969412.
Please bring your own bread, water or juice.
The scripture is based from the Upper Room Book of Daily Devotions 2020.

Happy Birthday to YOU!
We apologize if your name isn’t listed. We wish you a Happy Birthday, too! Please inform the church
office of your birthday, and your name and birth date will be added to the birthday list. Thank you.

October Birthdays!
10/01
10/02
10/04
10/06
10/06
10/06
10/09
10/11

Hope you have a wonderful day with family and friends!
Carolyn Fuchs
10/12 Robin Schick
10/23 Louise Hermansen
Nick Conom
10/12 Zach Schwab
10/24 Carter Close
Sam Johnson
10/13 Art Feyereisen
10/26 Emma Close
Joanne Campbell
10/15 Mars Overlee
10/28 Lisa Lindley
Mary Lou Lawton
10/16 Steve Hart
10/28 Bob Schmidt
Jeanne Diefenbach
10/17 Warren Pagel
10/29 Sue Benoy
Amy Frye
10/18 Stephanie Stoerzinger 10/30 Regina Zedell
David Lawton
10/20 Carol Trainor
10/31 Scott Paulson
10/21 Judy Olson
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October 2020 Prayer Requests
Please support our church, family, and friends with your prayers, cards, and words of encouragement.

For those who mourn: family of John Huehne, brother of Frank Huehne.
For those in hospice: Mike McQuiston, husband of Darci Strutt McQuiston.
For those who have tested posted to COVID-19: Jenna Hallen, daughter of Diane & Leif Hallen.
For those who are or were hospitalized: Kathy, cousin of Jane Dejno, Mike Norelius, husband of Amy Norelius;
Bill Pierce, son of Bob Pierce.
For our meetings and celebrations: Online worship and ZOOM meetings; and 8:30 & 10:30 AM worship;
9:15 AM and 7 PM Prayer Services: SEWMUCHNEED; Oct 4: World Communion & Youth Fundraiser;
October 18: Book Club Discussion; October 31: Halloween Trunk or Treat.
For our mission activities: Loose-Coin Offering UZEWO; All Month: Wednesday Curbside Food
Distribution; All Month: Members ministering to others during the COVID-19 outbreak.
For our care list folks: Jennie Hart & Jane White.
For those with on-going health or life challenges:
Abby, daughter-in-law of Darci & Mike McQuiston
Josh Gibson, son of Craig Gibson
Asher, grandson of Darci & Mike McQuiston
Allen Homeier, by Karen Homeier
Charlie Rose, granddaughter of Bob Maki
Craig Horwath, by Larry Hopkins
Cherie, niece of Joyce Johnson
Frances Hughes and family, by Jean Gunderson
D.A., friend of Regina Zedell
Sam & Joyce Johnson
Diane, by Amy Norelius
Macey Larson, granddaughter of Glen & Sue Warnke
Friends of Rev. Susan
Chris Janaky
Jill, friend of Kathy Anderson
Ester (Jerry) Krueger, by Wally and Lil Riedel
Pat, friend of Helen Esmond
Mike McQuiston, Darci Strutt McQuiston, & family
Paul, son of James & Phyllis O’Connor
Tom Meyers, nephew of Helen Esmond
Paula, friend of Dave and Sue Brathal
Tom Montain, brother-in-law of Bob Enloe
Relatives of Julie and Rev. Bill Beaton
Dee Mudek, friend of Glenora Berres
Taylor, friend of Alane Wood
Nicole Munro and family
Ruth, cousin of Dave and Sue Brathal
Shirley Nelsen
Roxan and family, friend of Helen Esmond
Mary Post
Saen, friend of Mars Overlee
Stephanie, daughter of Margaret Smith
Steve and Sheri Atkins
Sara & Daniel Parrish, by Sarah Atkins Hoggatt
Sarah Atkins Hoggatt
Mary Post
Katelyn Baier
Lynn Raymond
Lynn Barbeau
Lori Reichert
Richard & Sue Dick, parents of Kathy Anderson
Nicole Ruenter
Joyce DuBois, wife of Greg DuBois
Ernie Ross
Yvonne Dalton, sister of Harriet Enloe
Margaret Smith
Kendra Chapman, daughter of Barb Chapman
David Spencer, friend of the church
Gladys Enloe, daughter-in-law of Bob & Harriet Enloe
Kathy Simpson and family
Nick Enloe, grandson of Bob & Harriet Enloe
Bexley Stenz, niece of Mike & Lisa Lindley
Bob & Harriet Enloe
Galen Thompson, brother of Lil Riedel
Harry Erb, Jr.
Henry & Lennie Wells
Helen Esmond
Beryl Woolford
Ben Fischer, nephew of Margie Close
Mike Galloway
For our in-church ministries: Middle & Senior High Youth Programs; Accountable Leadership Board Members.
For those outside of these walls: Our sisters and brothers at 1st Presbyterian Church;
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This and That
“Ten Little Christians”
Submitted by Glenora Berres
______________Ten little Christians, standing in a line One didn’t like the preacher; then there were nine.
Nine little Christians stayed up very late,
One slept on Sunday morning; then there were eight.
Eight little Christians on the road to heaven –
One took the lower road; then there were seven.
Seven little Christians got in an awful fix –
One didn’t like the music; then there were six.
Six little Christians very much alive.
But one lost interest; then there were five.
Five little Christians, wishing there were more,
But they quarreled with each other; then there were four.
Four little Christians, cheerful as could be,
But one lost his temper; then there were three.
Three little Christians knew not what to do,
One joined the crowd; then there were two.
Two little Christians – our rhyme is almost done,
Differed with each other; then there was one.
One lone Christian won her neighbor true,
Brought her to church; then there were two.
Two earnest Christians – each won one more.
That doubled their number; so then there were four.
Four sincere Christians worked very late.
But each won another, so then there were eight.
Eight splendid Christians – but nothing rhymes with “16”.
So we simply note in seven more jingles there would be 1,024 Christians which would be quite a churchful.
************************************************************************************************

NOW ON SALE 2021 Upper Room Disciplines

Start your Christmas shopping early! Purchase the 2021 Disciplines for your family and friends!
What are the Disciplines?
The Disciplines offer daily Bible readings, meditations on the scripture passage, and prayers or reflections.
The Disciplines are on sale per preorder, by sending an email to hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net or call the
office at 715.386.3921. Pick up your Discipline during office hours or on Sunday morning. The cost for a
regular print Discipline is $15, or a large print Discipline is $20. Make your check payable to Hudson
United Methodist Church and on the memo line write: Account 7210.
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