
Your Daily Church Epistle 

Tuesday, September 22, 2020 

 

Imitating Christ, Philippians 2:1-13 
 

Hello Church!  

            It began because of the pandemic. Now almost every Thursday morning at 9 a.m. I attend a 
Zoom meeting with other North West District pastors. Our District Superintendent, Rev. Barb 
Certa-Warner, wanted a new way to be in contact with our district pastors and began hosting a 
weekly Zoom meeting. Participation is elective, but its attendance is limited to folks serving local 
churches. DS Barb always wanted it to be a sanctuary in time where we can take our place in the 
flock she shepherds. It is open to other clergy, Deacon Susan is always welcome to join us, but 
since her ministry focus is beyond the local church and she often has other obligations Thursday at 
9, she seldom attends.  

            DS Barb chose to use The Order for Morning Praise and Prayer that begins on page 876 of 
our United Methodist Hymnal. She made some modifications to make it work for a Zoom gathering—
we never sing a hymn together for example—and a new effective way of being in ministry began. 
Not everyone attends, but for many of us, it has become our weekly equivalent of the old office 
water cooler. This Zoom meeting may have started as a response to the pandemic, but it has 
become a vital part of many pastors’ personal spiritual and mental health care as we remember that 
we always work in isolation but always with each other.  

DS Barb’s example inspired our own Sunday morning and Wednesday evening Zoom prayer 
services. Both services have evolved from The Orders for Morning and Evening Praise and Prayer 
in our hymnbook. Weekly members of both congregations read and discuss the lectionary specified 
psalm for the week, Psalm 78 this week. If you can click on the link from Kathy to watch our 
podcast worship service, you can also join us in a Zoom prayer service from any computer, tablet, 
or smartphone by clicking on another link Kathy sends out for each service of the Zoom prayer 
services. If you are unfamiliar with Zoom, we have some gentle teachers who are willing to meet 
you via Zoom for a learning session. It certainly is not the same as gathering in Fellowship Hall or 
the Multipurpose Room. But seeing each other face to face via Zoom is human contact that is 
always safe now in the middle of this pandemic. 

Have you been inspired to try anything else new recently? And not just because of the 
pandemic, but because of other changes in your life? Change is often a way we are nudged by  the 
Holy Spirit to grow in our walk with Christ.  

Preparing Sunday’s sermon, I am now reading Philippians 2:1-13, the epistle passage 
specified for this week. My habit is to begin with a clean reading. I always keep an unmarked, print 
Bible handy rather than returning to a well-worn study Bible or pulling up just the reading on 
biblegateway.com. The goal of clean reading is to avoid being drawn into past ways of thinking and 
to allow the Spirit room to show us something we need to see today.  

http://biblegateway.com/


If this sounds like lectio divina to you, it is. Would you please join me in reading Philippians 
2:1-13? I will copy and paste it here in the same translation we read in worship, The Common 
English Bible. If you want to learn more, choose your favorite print Bible, and see how it is 
translated there. Did you leave yourself notes that might also speak to you today?  

 
 

Imitate Christ 

2 Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort in love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any sympathy, 2 complete my joy by thinking the same way, having the same love, being 
united, and agreeing with each other. 3 Don’t do anything for selfish purposes, but with humility 
think of others as better than yourselves. 4 Instead of each person watching out for their own 
good, watch out for what is better for others. 5 Adopt the attitude that was in Christ Jesus: 

6 Though he was in the form of God, 

        he did not consider being equal with God something to exploit. 

7 But he emptied himself 

        by taking the form of a slave 

        and by becoming like human beings. 

When he found himself in the form of a human, 

8         he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 

        even death on a cross. 

9 Therefore, God highly honored him 

        and gave him a name above all names, 

10     so that at the name of Jesus everyone 

        in heaven, on earth, and under the earth might bow 

11         and every tongue confess 

            that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Carry out your salvation 



12 Therefore, my loved ones, just as you always obey me, not just when I am present but 
now even more while I am away, carry out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13 God is 
the one who enables you both to want and to actually live out his good purposes. 

 
 

What did you notice?  

 
 
 
 

For this DCE, you may have noticed I left in the translators’ headings, “Imitate Christ” and 
“Carry out your salvation.” I left them because the Spirit spoke to me through these headings 
today.  

In my mind, those headings are two different ways of saying the same thing—by imitating 
Christ we work out our salvation. Imitation of another’s faithful behavior can help our spiritual 
growth. I don’t know that I would have initiated our two Zoom prayer services had I not 
experienced the Zoom prayer service DS Barb hosted. It strikes me that as she superintends us, DS 
Barb imitates Christ as the good shepherd who tends her flock knowing the unique needs of each 
member.  

You may have noticed in the middle of today’s Scripture there appears to be a psalm. It is 
not a psalm, Paul quoted a lyric from the early church’s hymn focused on Christ’s humility. As the 
quote ended, Paul wrote to that faithful church in Philippi, “Therefore, my loved ones, . . . carry 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling. God is the one who enables you both to want and 
to actually live out his good purposes.” 

Today is a good day to imitate Christ. Is there a way you can humble yourself to serve 
another person Christ loves so much that he chose to set aside his divinity and become a humble 
carpenter/rabbi on a path that led to the cross? I know I have a few answers to that question for 
myself. 

Also, today, will you please join me in supporting DS Barb with your prayers as she is 
inspired to lead us forward in the coming months? Thanks.  

Grace will abound.  

Rev Dawn  

  


