
Your Daily Church Epistle 
September 14, 2020 
 
Hello Church!  

 This morning my heart is full of  gratitude. Our first go at parking lot worship went 

well, yes we were learning new (at least to me) technologies and it was our first go at adding 

our new retired pastor, Rev. Tony Hill, to our team. So, was it as smooth as Easter Sunday 2019 

in the sanctuary? No. But did we keep our faith and celebrate it well? Yes! Who knows, maybe 

in 2021 we will move our Pig Roast Hymn Sing out on the lawn not because we must for 

public health, but to remember how God has seen us through as a people of  faith.  

 Yesterday’s inaugural parking lot hymn sing was a great opportunity to respond to our 

times with great hope. It was our opportunity to answer Rev. Tony’s sermon question “Will we 

have faith?” with “Yes we do, just look around and count the blessings we are.” Keeping some 

of our traditions as best we can is one of  the best spiritual practices we can use in this time of  

acute trial we share. And the next four months will give us three opportunities to do just that, 

keep our faith alive while embracing the spiritual discipline we Methodists call “Acts of  Mercy,” 

doing good in the world in ministry especially for and with the poor. 

 Therefore, today I am pleased to tell you that our next pass at drive-in/drive-through 

worship will be on Sunday, 4 October 2020 as we observe World Communion Sunday. For 

those who rely on the Zoom prayer service, at worship debriefing today I will raise that we 

missed seeing you, and a member of  your current clergy team will figure out how to be with 

you at ZOOM prayer on that day.   

 As we continue to monitor the impact of  COVID in various settings, our church 

leaders and I keep thinking about what’s next. Already both UW-Madison and UW-LaCrosse 

have had to implement their quarantine plans to use distance instruction only. Like you I 

continue to pray for all students, faculty, and staff  in our Hudson schools. Like you I continue 

to wear my mask and do all the CDC our St. Croix County Health Department recommend I 

do in my essential work to avoid being an asymptomatic spreader of  this virus.   

 If  you watch the world news or listen to it on radio, you may have heard that the nation 

of  Israel is looking at some very restrictive measures that will be in place over the ten Jewish 

high holy days from Rosh Hashana through Yom Kippur, 18-28 September 2020. If  you 

missed it, I wrote about Rosh Hashana last week for our Tuesday 8 September 2020 DCE, 

and an edited copy of  that essay will also be The Pastor’s Viewpoint article in the Hudson Star 

Observer this coming Thursday. I am planning a Yom Kippur article for later this week or 



early next, but in the meanwhile those holidays give us an opportunity to consider our own. I 

am inspired by their articles as we adapt our own. 

 For Hudson UMC, our holiday celebrations have events with a missional 

priority. Trunk or Treat offers a safe option for young children, children who need a calmer 

experience, and young adults with lifelong learning special needs. Thanksgiving is our 

opportunity to provide 75 families with the basics for Thanksgiving dinner. On Christmas Day 

we have provided a lovely Christmas dinner to our community that on a “slow year” feeds 

over 200 people who would be either lonely or hungry or both. 

 Those holidays are not going away, and neither is our community’s need for us to 

continue to continue our mission. Our Youth and Family Ministry Team is already working on 

a drive through Trunk or Treat option that may include giving each child a filled Halloween 

bag at a single vehicle on the drive through. Regina is the lay leader on this event and Lynn is 

the staff  person. If  you can decorate your trunk and park, please do so with the idea of  the 

children seeing you from the back seat of  their vehicle. If  the team chooses to do a single 

Treats Bag, we will need volunteers to assemble them—a mission project easily done at home 

by those who are needing the highest level of  quarantine. If  you want to be part of  this, please 

contact Lynn through her work email address humceducation2@gmail.com. 

 Thanksgiving is probably the least impacted in terms of  set up, but deeply impacted in 

terms of  raising funds and bringing food to cars the same way we now do our Wednesday 

Bread Give-Away.  The Thanksgiving Food Give-Away is coordinated by our Missions Team. 

You may donate to this program by using a mail in check or a check from our welcome station 

in addition to your planned First Fruit Giving.   

 Finally, Christmas dinner. Two of our continuing lay leaders on the project—our chef  

Chad Trainor and our pastor’s spouse/community organizer & fund raiser John Ramstad—

have started to have thoughts. Thoughts we can do. Thoughts that will need able bodied 

volunteers, especially those who can drive and deliver meals. That is all I can say right now, but 

if  you are interested in being part of  the planning please just reply to this email with a “Kathy, 

please add my name to the list of  folks who want to help make Christmas Dinner a reality.”  

 Yesterday, Rev. Tony preached on the beginning of  the Exodus story. Today, I will 

remind you that at the end of  the story as the Hebrew people entered their Promised Land, 

they were given holidays to observe, holy days that would help them remember who they are 

as the people of  God. We are adopted into their practice by the grace of  Jesus Christ as 

salvation was opened because “God so loved the world . . .” (John 3:16)  

 Today, please join me in prayer and pondering about your holiday visions for our 

ministry to Hudson in 2020. We are after all, a church for all generations.  



 May grace abound,  

 Rev. Dawn  

     


