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A special thank you to Rev. Dawn for posting the 30 day anti-racism chart. I have 
been studying and praying about each message on that calendar/chart.  
 
In past epistles, I have shared a few personal stories and have always made a promise 
to myself that I would not focus on my personal stories but God’s stories affecting 
my life. After all, I am His servant here on earth to spread His word and love to 
others. And I was really reluctant to share more of my stories, but the Holy Spirit is 
guiding me in light of the chart.  
 
The current racial tensions in the country greatly disturb me having lived in the heart 
of the 60’s racial division in Memphis, TN. That experience changed me forevermore 
by opening my eyes to brothers and sisters I may never have known if Memphis had 
remained a segregated society as it was in the 60’s. Fortunately today, Memphis is very 
diverse and is a strong cultural community.  
 
While preparing for this daily epistle, I thought of two days on the anti-racism chart. 
Sept 5 says “Support  d iverse  l eadership” and Sept 11 “ Be wi l l ing to  be in the  
minori ty” and the impact those two statements had on my life.  
 
Support  d iverse  l eadership  and Be wi l l ing to  be in the minor i ty  reminded me of my 
role at the University of Memphis. I was a Project Coordinator of the birth to 3 
Program. There were 22 service coordinators and we served between 1,500 to 2,000 
families in 4 counties. I needed help so I assigned 4 people to act as Area 
Coordinators to help train and supervise the staff. I knew exactly who I needed 
because of their skills, not because of their cultural background or ethnicity. The four 
I chose were the most qualified to help train new staff and help field me from a 
thousand questions daily. It just so happened that one immigrated from India, another 
one immigrated from Lebanon, one lived her entire life in the inner city of Memphis 
and one lived in the rural area of 1 of the 4 counties we served. My area coordinators 
were a diverse group of leaders whose goal was to assist the coordinators and serve 
families. As a matter of fact, I was in the minority of all the employees I supervised. 
Each employee brought a uniqueness to our team. I loved the special times when we 



had pot luck lunches. Tasting the different foods from all the cultures was a blessing 
to me. I loved each one of my staff and would not want it any other way.  
 
In his book Accountable Discipleship: Living in God’s Household, Steve W. 
Manskar, says “Humans walk around doing their best to make their way through the 
darkness. In actuality, the darkness is our own because our eyes are closed. One day 
when by prevenient (preparing) and justifying (accepting) grace, we hear and accept 
the good news in Jesus Christ, we suddenly discover that when we open our eyes, we 
can see the world as it really is, bathed in the light of God that is Christ” (John 1:5). 
Pg. 70. 
 
Not all of us are given the opportunity to work or study alongside a diverse group of 
people. That’s ok. But what we can do is be a non-judgmental support to those we 
come into contact with in the community, at the store or with our neighbor across the 
street or next door. We can be a sanctuary for others just like the song Sanctuary  
says: 
 
“Lord,  prepare me to  be a sanctuary ,  pure and holy ,  t r i ed and true .  With 
thanksgiv ing ,  I ’ l l  be  a l iv ing sanctuary for  you”.   
 
Be that safe place that others can come to knowing you will keep their confidences 
and help as needed. Be God’s sanctuary on earth. To summarize Romans 14: 1-12, 
who am I to pass judgement on someone for the color of their skin or the language 
they speak. If I live, I live to the Lord. If I die, I die to the Lord because I am the 
Lord’s child, just as I am and just as He created me. God’s grace is upon me. Praise be 
to the Lord. 
 
Heavenly  Father ,  
We praise  you for  a l l  your creat ion and making each in your image .  We have 
fa l l en into the s in o f  judgement and ask for  your forg iveness .  Help us to  see  you 
in everyone we see  and cont inue to  g ive  us the  s trength to  serve  you through our 
ac t ions and our love  for  each other .  I t  i s  in your son’s  name,  we pray .  Amen  
 
Your sister in Christ, 
Barbara Hill 
 


