
Your Daily Church Epistle 

Thursday, September 3, 2020 
 
Hello Church!  

 Since Sunday evening, August 23, the ongoing issues related to race in America have 

been on many minds and in many conversations. In Monday’s DCE, Deacon Susan published 

an excellent reading list for us, but---you do know your unique “buts”—adding reading comes 

down to the reality of  time available and responsibilities we cannot ignore. So it was a pleasure 

in one of  this week’s conversations to be made aware of  a useful United Methodist 

resource,30 Days of  Anti-Racism (https://www.gcorr.org/30-days-of-anti-racism/), by my new 

friend and pastor colleague, Rev. Tony Hill.  

 30 Days of  Anti-Racism is a resource published on-line by our United Methodist General 

Commission on Religion and Race. The work of  the Commission is ongoing, and its origins 

go back to the formation of  the United Methodist Church in 1968. 30 Days of  Anti-Racism was 

not written in response to what happened in Kenosha on August 23. It may have been 

developed in its current form in response to George Floyd’s death in Minneapolis last May, or 

it may have already been in development a year ago. As I look over this simple calendar of  

daily suggested activities, two things strike me.  

One is that while I cannot do everything, I can do some things. For example, I find my 

ripening cataracts prefer watching documentaries over reading books. One suggestion from 

the calendar is easy for all United Methodists in Wisconsin. Every day we support diverse 

leadership—our bishop came to Wisconsin from South Korea, and we support his leadership 

daily through our prayers and our offerings. Every time we pray for our bishop, read his letters 

to the churches in Wisconsin, or join other United Methodists across our great state in either 

listening to or reading his all-church fall sermon by podcast or reading on September 13, you 

are already supporting diverse leadership. By watching the podcast you will be participating in 

the anti-racism activity suggested for that Sunday, “Listen to a preacher for a different cultural 

background than your own.” Not only is Bishop Jung the preacher for the day, North Central 

District Superintendent Tsuker Yang is doing the children’s moment.  

The second thing that strikes me as I read 30 Days of  Anti-Racism is that our leaders at 

the Commission on Religion and Race have made suggestions that are not bound in 

bipartisanship. They do assume that by living now your life is impacted by racism. Even saying 

“I am not racist” is a simple statement that you know racism exists. And if  that is your honest 

position, that can be your starting place for the September 9 homework, “Engage in the 

difficult conversations.” Converse with someone you trust about why the idea that you are 

https://www.gcorr.org/30-days-of-anti-racism/


racist does not apply to you. We cannot converse well with strangers until we have considered 

our own position fully. 

 

There are two books I would add to Susan’s reading list. The first one is about being white in 

rural Wisconsin, The Politics of  Resentment: Rural Consciousness in Wisconsin and the Rise of  Scott 

Walker by Katherine J. Cramer (University of  Chicago Press, 2016). Cramer is both a native of  

rural Wisconsin and a full professor of  sociology at the University of  Wisconsin-Madison. Her 

working title for her research is the part after the colon: “Consciousness in Wisconsin and the 

Rise of  Scott Walker.” Her publisher chose “The Politics of  Resentment” based on Cramer’s 

findings.  Cramer brought her professional training to her own hometown and others like it to 

really listen to voters who supported Scott Walker before, though, and after his recall election 

in 2012. The publisher’s title captures a repeated theme from her research, that rural Wisconsin 

had a profound sense of resentment because they perceived that they were not being heard by 

the Doyle administration. One could argue that this perception of  not being heard continues, 

but the book’s research is now over 5 years old and I cannot assume things never evolve. 

I also recommend White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk about Racism by 

Robin DiAngelo (Beacon Press, Boston, 2018) In my own reading on racism this summer, I 

read White Fragility with three other Hudson pastors. I am thankful that I was able to have this 

difficult conversation about racism in Hudson with good friends I work with regularly. Our 

meetings really showed us how diverse four white people can be in our experience of  

American racism. We prayerfully and successfully took on the hard conversation and are all 

now better coworkers because we did. 

This week both the Gospel and the epistle readings from Matthew and Romans are 

about love in Christian community. So as a wise woman (not me) once said, “Start scared. Start 

small. But start.” The blessing of  30 Days of  Anti-Racism is that it is flexible. You can begin 

today with either the first day or today’s exercise. Perhaps you will want to do just the prayer 

exercises, or choose one big exercise like selecting a book to read this month. I am grateful that 

my new friend brought this resource to my attention.  

And speaking of  my new friend, we are now blessed to have another retired pastor and 

his wife choose to be part of  our church. Rev. Tony and Barbara Hill have relocated to 

Hudson following Tony’s retirement from full time ministry in the Arkansas Annual 

Conference this summer. As with our other retired pastors, Tony and Barbara will be joining in 

our work as a local church through projects they care about while they take time for family 

activities and for travel. Pastor Tony will be helping me with both preaching from time to time 

and sharing communion with the church. You can meet him on Sunday, 13 September as he 



helps me lead the All Church Park & Pray Hymn Sing at 9:30 on Sunday morning, right before 

you pick up your roast pork from the youth.  

Just to be sure this is not totally new news to you, but thanks to the pandemic our 

customary Pig Roast Sunday—this year on September 13—has needed to be altered. We will 

have a single outdoor, socially distanced, and approved by the medical community hymn sing 

at 9:30. At his last church in Arkansas, Pastor Tony learned how to use an FM transmitter to 

broadcast the service as a form of Drive-In Church. This FM transmitter only has about a 

half  mile of  range, but we are hoping its signal will be able to be received across the CCH 

campus! Also, if  we must suspend worshipping in the sanctuary again, the FM transmitter will 

be able to be used for gathered Sunday worship in our parking lot.  

I do hope you will still watch the podcast or read Bishop Jung’s sermon in your 

Tuesday mail. I do hope you will come and sing. I do believe you will enjoy getting to know 

both Pastor Tony and Barbara. AND I do hope you will choose to consider carefully how you 

can be part of  our Christian conversation on race in America.  

 

May grace abound!  

Rev. Dawn 

 


