
Your Daily Church Epistle 
Monday, August 31, 2020 
 
Hello Church! 

 

I have the distinct pleasure of reading every epistle first, and today I thought it would be better if I responded to 

what Deacon Susan has shared from her heart. I think she was inspired to write a good sequel to my Sunday 

sermon, "The Burden of Love."  

 

May God speak to you through Deacon Susan's words as well.  

 

Grace abounds!  

 

Rev. Dawn 

 

By Rev. Susan Amann, Deacon 
Hello Church, 
 
I love a good tattoo. Some of you know that I have a tattoo on my upper right arm. I prayed about 
it for four and a half years asking that God would inspire it. God finally did, and I got it on a 
milestone birthday. For the past few years, I have been praying to God about whether the verse 
that inspires and guides my ministry should be crafted into my next tattoo. I haven’t gotten an 
answer to that yet.  But let me share the verse with you. It is a familiar one:  

 
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8 

 
I love this verse because it is a command and a hope. When I assess my ministry, these are three of 
many markers I reflect on. Have I sought and acted justly? Have I loved kindness (sometimes 
translated as “mercy”), and have I been humble? On my best days I may have done okay with 
them. On my not-so-best days, I have fallen short on one or all of them. This verse embodies hope 
as well because it reflects the kin-dom that is God’s will. There are people and organizations who 
are living this command and showing the rest of us how to do it, too. 
 
George Floyd’s death was on Memorial Day. Our state and the city of Kenosha have been deeply 
affected by the death of Jacob Blake. It felt to me like the coverage, protests, sit-ins, and marches 
that took place following George Floyd’s death waned significantly. Did that mean we forgot or did 
we became focused on the next major event at hand? We’ve had plenty of other things to focus on: 
the tornadoes in Cedar Rapids, Hurricane Laura, the recent primary, the upcoming election, school 
starting soon, the pandemic. 
 
I admit that I have been fatigued by the needs of the world and the events I named above; the 
fatigue has slowed down my efforts to learn and work toward dismantling racism within and 
around me. There is much more I want to watch and read and listen to and participate in. In June 



and July I sprinted to learn and grow as much as I could as quickly as I could. That was hard to 
sustain. Now I am settling into a pace that I can more realistically maintain.   
 
How can we encourage each other in this important, transformational, and holy work? What have 
you read, listened to, watched or participated in that has impacted you? Can we share them with 
each other? At the end of this epistle are resources that have helped me grow and are on my to-
read list . There are also recommendations from our District Superintendent, Rev. Barb Certa-
Werner. If you have something you would like to share, please reply to this email and Kathy will 
pass it on to me. 
 
The Gospel message hasn’t changed. Our baptismal vow to renounce the spiritual forces of 
wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of our sin has not changed. Our call 
has not changed. If you need time to rest and rebuild your stamina for this important work, please 
do so. But do come back to it. One of the blessing of community is that we can encourage each 
other when it is hard and tiring and frustrating and challenging. 
 
Let us pray. God of creation, thank you for our church and our community. Help us encourage each other as we seek 
a just world. Give us endurance and courage to do this holy work. Provide our siblings in Kenosha the strength they 
need during this time.  Amen. 

 “How to be an Anti Racist” virtual event with Dr. Ibram X. Kendi, Prince George’s County 
Memorial Library System 

 “Panel Discussion about Black Public Womanist Theology”, FULLER curated (podcast of 
Fuller Theological Seminary) 

 “Notice the Rage; Notice the Silence”, OnBeing podcast 
 “Eula Bliss - Talking about Whiteness”, OnBeing podcast 
 My Grandmother’s Hands, by Resmaa Menakem 
 Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman 
 Fear of the Other: No Fear in Love by William H. Willimon 
 Stamped: Racism, Antiracism and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi 
 UMC General Commission on Religion and Race (www.gcorr.org) 
 United Methodist Women’s Racial Justice Newsletter 

(https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/for-such-a-time-as-this-racial-justice-
newsletter) 

 United Methodist Men - do a search for “racism” on the website (gcumm.org) 
 “Little Fires Everywhere” on Hulu. NOTE: This is a secular, fictional, mini-series of eight 

episodes based on a book by the same name. Race is one of many complex issues explored 
in this series. It is for mature audiences and contains language that may make some 
uncomfortable. If you choose to watch it, I encourage you to focus on the themes despite 
the language. 

 

http://www.gcorr.org/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/for-such-a-time-as-this-racial-justice-newsletter
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/for-such-a-time-as-this-racial-justice-newsletter
http://gcumm.org/

