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Good morning Church!  

 Yesterday afternoon and evening, I was busy with no time for news. I stopped my work 

for the day with today’s DCE ready to be revised this morning. After Zoom communion, I 

chose a favorite YouTube podcast to relax with until the weather forecast and time to prepare 

for a good night’s sleep. At 9:10, I used my clicker to jump to the weather on KSTC 45 

expecting coverage of  Hurricane Laura. Instead, my screen was filled with live images of  riots 

in downtown Minneapolis. The Hennepin County Sherriff  was doing a live on-air interview. 

He said the National Guard was being called in and that the riot was triggered by 

misinformation when one man committed a very violent suicide shortly after another man had 

been murdered. Police were not present at either the murder or the subsequent suicide. 

 Wow! This morning, KSTP confirmed what I had seen last night about the riots in 

Minneapolis being triggered by misinformation on social media. When I checked my own 

social media, Rev. Forrest Wells, our South East District Superintendent, had posted how our 

church in Kenosha is responding to their community in crisis. DS Forrest was less sensational 

than most videography from Kenosha, but clearly called on all of  us to join our Kenosha 

brothers and sisters in prayer for the tinderbox situation there. 

 At 9 a.m. this morning, I attended the Thursday North West District Pastors’ Meeting 

via Zoom. As we met, the prayer that kept floating from my heart to my mind was this:  

“God, grant be there serenity to accept the things I cannot change. The courage to 

change the one person I can, and the wisdom to know that person is me. Amen.” 

 My heart was taking the beginning of  the original Serenity Prayer and combining it with 

a newer variation. Neither is an original thought of  mine. Both are prayers I have memorized 

and meditated on for quite a while.  

That hybrid prayer was not emerging just because of  Minneapolis and Kenosha—it 

was also rising as we, your district pastors, were discussing our response to our bishop’s call for 

Wisconsin churches to suspend in-person sanctuary worship until January. Our colleagues 

from Barron County shared how they are coping with the Barron County Health Department 

order to suspend all gatherings of  10 or more people due to a massive COVID-19 outbreak 

there. Polk County lies between us and Barron County, and according to our St. Croix County 

Health Department dashboard from 8/26/2020 our rates of  both positive tests and 

hospitalizations due to COVID-19 are still going down. What call should I make for us?  



Right now, I am still using the podcast and US mail as our primary worship 

services, but we will continue sanctuary worship only if  we can within our St. Croix 

County health department guidelines. We will also keep working out how to do parking lot 

worship if  sanctuary worship must be suspended. The rise in rates in Barron County 

happened very quickly once the virus crossed into people working at the Seneca plant. I would 

still encourage us all to use good public hygiene practices as much as possible, we need to love 

our neighbors by keeping our COVID-19 rates as low as possible in St. Croix County. 

 “God, grant be there serenity to accept the things I cannot change. The courage to 

change the one person I can, and the wisdom to know that person is me. Amen.” 

What then can Romans 12 say to us today? That was and is our planned text for today.  

Yesterday, I shared how Romans 12 has been practical both for us in our marriage, and 

for me in attempting polite conversation with those who do not share my political orientation.  

Today, I am drawn to an idea from the commentary posted on by our worship team at 

Discipleship Ministries (UMCdiscipleshipministries.org). The writer, Rev. Dr. Derek Weber, 

pointed out that most of  Romans 12 is a list of  behaviors for all Christians. Here is what the 

list from verses 9 to 18 would look like I wrote them as lecture notes:  

 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;  

 love one another with mutual affection;  

 outdo one another in showing honor.  

 Do not lag in zeal,  

 be ardent in spirit,  

 serve the Lord. 

 Rejoice in hope,  

 be patient in suffering,  

 persevere in prayer.  

 Contribute to the needs of  the saints;  

 extend hospitality to strangers. 

 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  

 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  

 Live in harmony with one another;  

 do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; 

 do not claim to be wiser than you are.  



 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight 

of  all.  

 If  it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.   

 

That is a do-list of  18 items. The human mind is not wired to think of  doing 18 things 

at once, we are wired to focus on one thing at a time. Neuropsychologists have found multi-

tasking is an illusion of  rapidly switching from one thing to another. We really can only focus 

on one thing at a time. What I would suggest for us today is this, prayerfully pick one item to 

focus on for today.  

Yesterday, I shared that this was the text read at our wedding. For his sermon our 

pastor, Rev. Allan Bryan, selected “Practice hospitality” as the spiritual focus of  our marriage. 

If  I were to pick one for all of  us today it would be ______________. Nope, not going there 

yet. First, please go back and prayerfully consider which of  those 18 items is your one thing for 

today. Earlier in Romans 12:4-6a, Paul wrote:  

“Because of  the grace that God gave me, I can say to each one of  you: don’t think of  

yourself  more highly than you ought to think. Instead, be reasonable since God has 

measured out a portion of  faith to each one of  you. We have many parts in one body, 

but the parts don’t all have the same function. In the same way, though there are many 

of  us, we are one body in Christ, and individually we belong to each other. We have 

different gifts that are consistent with God’s grace that has been given to us.” 

 Today, God is calling each of  us to focus on one item. For me it is, “do not claim to be 

wiser than you are.” That is why I am trusting the Holy Spirit to be wiser than I am. Let us all 

pray and let us pray for the grace we need to live in today.  

 May the love of  God overflow from our mutual prayers!  

 Rev. Dawn 

 

   


