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Hello Church!  

 This week the lectionary readings have again given me way too much inspiration for a 

single sermon. Unlike other weeks, this week has also taken us to the same Scripture John and 

I carefully selected and edited for our wedding in September 1986. My temptation is to open 

the sermon with this story, but honestly, I think I already have in Hudson. But both John and I 

love to tell again and again, so here it is with its summer of  2020 application.  

 When we were engaged, we were attending a large church with multiple pastors. I 

related more to Rev. Verda Aegeter and John to Rev. Allan Bryan. We asked them to co-

officiate our wedding ceremony. At a single adult retreat they led together, we were assigned 

reading Romans 12 daily for three weeks as a spiritual exercise. When this passage was listed as 

a potential Scripture for our wedding, we chose it for our text.  

 The only party John and I have ever hosted in our life as a couple where the guest list 

was unlimited was our wedding. Romans 12 is a checklist for Christian conduct, and we had 

invited many non-Christians to our ceremony. Therefore, we carefully selected what we 

wanted to be read aloud by Pastor Allan so as not to offend them. According to my wedding 

scrap book he was to read Romans 12:1-3, 9-18 and stop.  

 Pastor Allan chose to read the entire chapter. While I leave it to you to read Romans 

12:1-18, here is what follows:  

“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of  God; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if  your enemies are 

hungry, feed them; if  they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this 

you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 

evil with good.”—Romans 12:19-21, New Revised Standard Version 

 The text read at our wedding included “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 

Fortunately, John’s mom’s giggle at that specific phrase was audible to all, so it took off  some 

of the edge. Shortly after the ceremony while I was still wearing my wedding gown, she said to 

me, “I have never heard a better text for a wedding!” John’s mom was right.  

There is no better text for Christian living to have seared into your memory “Than 

vengeance is mine says the Lord.” More than once in the last 34 years when I have been angry 

with John, there is Allan’s voice in my head saying “. . . for by (not avenging yourself) you will 

heap burning coals on (his) head.”  



 I hope you are laughing with us, because John and I laugh whenever we tell this part of  

our wedding story. But Pastor Allan was not the only pastor to not follow our directions in our 

ceremony. We had written our own wedding vows. As wedding vows go, ours have served us 

well. The last phrase is “I promise . . . to cherish and encourage your individual fulfillment 

through all the changes of  our lives.” Pastor Alan lined them out to John exactly as we 

composed them. Pastor Verda, who enjoyed the afternoon soap operas had me say, “. . . 

through all the days of  our lives.”  

 Believe us both, this difference has been real in our marriage. John has stayed with me 

through the changes that have made him the pastor’s spouse he never expected to be. I have 

lived through long days of  his deep focus on work that somehow is with him no matter what 

job he currently has. I will confess to you that I like his focus applied to our podcast worship 

editing more than I liked living through days and weeks of  a corporate downsize while I was 

raising our three children like a military spouse during a deployment. 

So, what is the reason for writing this in today’s DCE? Just this, these words that Pastor 

Allan read have seen us through all our changes and all our days much better than the carefully 

edited section we intended for our non-Christian friends. The absolute best words in this entire 

chapter form the last sentence, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good.”—Romans 12:21. 

In our present time defined by COVID, racism, and nasty politics the verses Pastor 

Allan read beyond our editing are good for all American Christians to apply in our living, 

especially around the upcoming November election.  

Earlier this month, one of  my good friends in HAMA asked me politely which was my 

political party. He really could not peg me. But he liked my answer: “classic suburban soccer 

mom.” As an independent voter on our political spectrum, I have been annoyingly badgered 

by dear friends on both the far right and on the far left. As a classic suburban soccer mom, I 

find the two political extremes far more alike than I do different. Both are well meaning and 

deeply patriotic. Both are unwilling to listen to an alternative point of  view without making the 

other person “the enemy.” 

So, what is an American pastor in the summer of 2020 to do and preach? The 

Scripture here is very plain. Never avenge myself, meet the other persons’ needs with kindness, 

and leave any vengeance they may need to God who loves us all. The same things John ad I 

attempt to do for each other through all the changes that happen every day of married life are 

the exact same things we all need to do this fall as we “love our neighbor as we love ourselves.” 

If  you want to know more about the place of  this scripture in your life conflicts, please 

try the same exercise we received with our single adult group in January (?) 1985: take time 



every day for the next three weeks to read Romans 12 and let it simmer in your heart. Then 

after September 10—three weeks from the day this is published—call the office and Kathy 

will gladly coordinate my calendar with yours so we can chat about what you have found for 

yourself.  

May grace abound!  

Rev. Dawn  


