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I appeal  to  you there fore ,  brothers  and s i s t ers ,  by the  merc i es  o f  God, to  present  your bodies  

as  a l iv ing sacr i f i c e ,  ho ly  and acceptable  to  God, which i s  your spir i tual worship .  Do not  be  

conformed to  this  wor ld ,  but  be  t rans formed by the  renewing o f  your minds ,  so  that  you may 

dis cern what i s  the  wi l l  o f  God – what i s  good and acceptable  and per f e c t .   (Romans 12:1-2) 

Bob and I were going for a walk around our campus one day.  As we sat on the bench resting, he 
pointed to something that I couldn’t see.   He kept saying, “Why can’t you see it? Its right there!”  I 
slid over toward him on the bench and there it was.  I needed to look from a different angle.   

Have you ever attended a program or lecture with a friend and when you talk about it someone has 
a totally different view of what you heard?  I find I really like to do a bible study because when I 
read the book, I have one idea.  There are so many ideas from the other members of the study.  We 
are enriched from all of the ideas.  We then have a more rounded picture. 

It’s all about perspective. When I stand in one place and another person stands in a different place, 
whether physically or emotionally or psychologically or logically, we can see the same thing from 
very different perspectives. Our life experiences, our upbringing, our heritage, our location – and 
race and education and sexual identity and economic situation and ethnicity and ability and, and, 
and, … all influence our perspective and perception of the world. This is part of what makes us 
such a rainbow-covered, kaleidoscopic world. This is also part of what makes us sometimes have 
difficulty talking with each other. 
 

Even when we grow up in a family, we still have different ideas and different ways of looking at 
everything.  I can remember as a child arguing with my siblings as to whether a bicycle or a horse 
would be a better plaything.  We could afford neither but we spent hours arguing about it.   
Sometimes we have a hard time expressing our ideas without hurting each other.   We need to step 
back and realize what is happening.  We are so embedded in the perception what life is and we 
cannot see the world or life or a situation or our faith any other way. 

 

As Sue D'Alessio A member our Wisconsin Conference Cabinet said: 

“Paul, the writer of this scripture passage invites us to a different way of approaching our differences. He invites us to 
present our bodies as a living sacrifice (I’m always grateful for the “living” aspect of this!). He asks us to be 
transformed – changed – by the renewing of our minds. We are invited to move to a new perspective to see the world 
through new eyes – not always easy – through God’s eyes, no less! We are called to live into God’s grace and blessing 
of what is good and acceptable and perfect – God’s will. 



The passage continues with the analogy of us all being part of the body of Christ. We are not alone in our perceptions 
of this world and this life. We are in this together. As this body, we are called to name and claim what is good and 
acceptable and perfect, to claim God, for ourselves and our perspective in life AND for each other’s perspectives. 
Everyone? Even those with whom we deeply disagree? I suspect, if we understand Jesus’ message in the Gospels, we 
know the answer is, “Yes!” We will never all see or understand from the same perspective. Yet we know that we can 
live transformational lives – together.” 

As we live in this time of Covid 19, each of us sees from a different perspective.  We each need to 
be willing to slide over on the bench and know there is a different perspective to see.  It is our 
responsibility to  d is cern what i s  the  wi l l  o f  God – what i s  good and acceptable  and per f e c t .   

May we all work on doing Gods will today 

Blessings to all of you. 

Harriet Enloe 
 
 


