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Hello Church!  

 Yesterday, two things happened that I want to bring to our attention.  

First, we were blessed by Lynn with her contribution to our Daily Church Epistle. The 

book she named was one that our Wednesday lunch time study group read in 2018. Then I did 

not realize that Lynn was a potter. Her comments on Tuesday were very thought provoking, 

rich because I had read her favorite book. I was struck a bit about the planning Lynn used 

when she was a school art teacher to be able to use her school’s wheel to throw her own cups. 

She had to have her own clay there. She had to budget her time; when Lynn taught school, she 

was also a working mom and her husband, Jim, was still living. For Lynn, as the working mom 

she was, to have time for one of  her greatest joys took both planning and time management.  

Second, our worship team had our two-hour long monthly meeting via Zoom. Again, 

it took planning and time management on the part of  many to make those two hours on 

Zoom effective. All the keyboardists attend the music selection meeting at 5:30. At that 

meeting, I present my scripture choices and themes—that takes pre-planning. Because of  my 

DCE theme this week, I kept track of  my planning hours—3 hours equals a month and a half  

of  worship planning done. As a team, we select the hymns and begin working on the special 

music selections at our monthly meeting. After the meeting, the musicians’ rehearsals take 

planning, time management, and self-discipline. Rehearsal is never well done as multi-tasking 

and takes real time away from other tasks. Dinner may need to be delegated to the crock pot.  

So then, what is your plan for your day? Is it the same as God’s plan for your day? Does 

your plan include an activity that gives you joy? What is your plan for worship this week? Is it a 

plan that allows you to exercise some self-discipline? 

The anivid oitcel (remember, that is lectio divina backward) that springs to my mind when 

I think of  having a plan comes from Jeremiah 29:11 “’I know the plans I have in mind for 

you,’ declares the Lord; ‘they are plans for peace, not disaster, to give you a future filled with 

hope.”  

Because I am tomorrow’s DCE writer, I am going to seize the opportunity to give you 

some homework. Think about what you plan for your worship this Sunday. Write down what 

you will do. Perhaps your plan is to watch the podcast service in your jammies with a cup of  

coffee. To be honest, that is what I was doing until we reopened the sanctuary, and I miss that 

practice. As you look at your plan, what could you add to it that would require a wee bit of  

preparation? Here’s a suggestion, and you get to keep your jammies. Light a special lamp.  



In sanctuary worship when the candles on our communion table are lit, they are to 

remind us of  God’s presence in our worship. We tend to think we must light a candle. BUT 

the metaphor of  God’s presence is light, not a candle. In fact, when the Bible was written 

candles had yet to be invented. Every reference to a lamp lit for worship in the Bible is an oil 

burning lamp—stinky and sooty things that they are. Candles were a real improvement.  

But a candle is only a source of  light when its flame is lit. And when we live somewhere 

that a burning candle is impractical or not allowed—a college dormitory, senior adult housing, 

or a hotel when we travel—what could we use instead as a special source of  light? Personally, I 

like small battery operated fake candles that I can put in a votive candle holder. I learned this 

idea from our preschool teacher when I served the church in Beloit. Another idea could be 

using a special plug in lamp—not so good for travel but perfectly acceptable in senior housing 

or a college dorm. For example, John and I own a model of  Split Rock Lighthouse that can be 

lit with a single night light bulb. If  I wanted, I could make my worship plan include turning on 

that lighthouse as a sign that God is with me as I worship with others on-line while wearing my 

jammies and sipping my coffee.  

So, there is your homework, make a plan for worship this week that will make 

your current worship even richer. You don’t have to come up with a new practice, just figure 

out what your special source of  light during at-home worship is and take the steps to make it 

happen. OR you could come up with something else, like getting dressed in “Sunday best” for 

worship, or having a plan to watch worship at the same time as a family/friend who lives away 

from you and them “meeting for coffee” by phone when the service is done.  

I’d love to hear what you come up with. Feel free to reply to the DCE and Kathy will 

compile your comments for me to read as I plan for my writing next week.  

May the fellowship of  the Holy Spirit be with you today.  

Grace always, Rev. Dawn 

 

 


