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Hello Church! 

            Have you found anything from last week’s messages about feeding the 5000 men plus 

women and children that you want to take to heart? My heart has embraced being prepared for 

change. It amazed me to think that the six stories of Jesus feeding thousands of people had so 

many layers. My mind is still on what I wrote Thursday about being prepared. We need to 

prepare for Christ’s to come. Being prepared will help us live more charitable and less stressful 

lives in the meantime. Either way, being prepared is a good idea.  

            Today preparing for next weekend’s worship moves to the worship team’s highest 

priority. Our podcast congregation will have the opportunity to worship with our sister church in 

Osceola. This is part of a pulpit exchange the three pastors planned for this summer. This coming 

weekend, Rev. Jack Starr and his worship team will be preparing the podcast worship service for 

all three churches involved. Because every good plan also has a back-up plan, and Osceola 

records their service in full on Saturday, we are set to use a “best of” podcast from early this 

spring if the technology gremlins raise their heads.   

For our US mail congregation and our two sanctuary congregations, we are preparing 

worship for you as well. The sermon will a “best of” sermon from 2019 or 2018. You all seem to 

agree with Benjamin Franklin that when I preach again from my favorite past sermons those are 

my best sermons. Perhaps Kathy will even be able to mail the bulletin and sermon before her 

vacation! But whatever I land on for this weekend, Kathy will distribute it to all along with the 

logon for our single podcast for the circuit. 

            Thanks for your support and participation in this virtual worship round robin. Sharing 

worship is what binds us together. I am more convinced of this now than I was at the beginning 

of Lent, 26 February 2020. Since then the pandemic has forced us back to worship as the central 

work of our church, the one ministry that binds us all together. This week in my DCE writing, I 

will be considering the habit of worship.  

It is important to the pastors involved in our worship round-robin that our churches all 

know who all the pastors are. One can never tell when one of us will need to step in for another 

pastor. The concerns from the Annual Conference leadership are that this fall is going to be a 

very rough fall with both COVID and influenza. One way we can be prepared is for circuit 

pastors to share caring for all the circuit churches as a team. All the pastors hope you have no 

need for a “substitute” pastor, but just in case it is good to be prepared.  

As  a church, the COVID pandemic has brought us to consider carefully what are our 

core ministries and what we need to do to be prepared for what could a rough fall while at the 

same time we prepare for the pandemic to be over. Sooner or later it will be over. One lesson we 

often forget about the 1918 flu pandemic is that it was followed by the Roaring Twenties, a time 

of prosperity and growth. I am researching how humans respond to the end of either a pandemic 



or a personal crisis. What was the church doing while speak easies were flourishing in the 

1920’s? How can worship be the habit that sustains us through the pandemic while at prepares us 

for when this COVID pandemic finally passes?  

Already the pandemic has impacted many business sectors. Fashion is not something 

pastors write about often, and yet the fashion industry is one that literally touches every one of 

our lives as we get dressed every day. Once I was involved with a UMW study on the 

intersection of fashion and justice. An exercise that stuck with me was learning where the clothes 

I then bought at my local mall came from—cotton from India, sewn in China (this was a few 

years ago), shipped by ocean liner, distributed by both rail and trucks. If you bought your shirt 

last week at our local Walmart, it passed through the distribution center was 100 miles east of us 

in Tomah. There it was placed on a truck and sent to Hudson. Trends affect the decisions buyers 

at all levels in the fashion industry, whether you are into trends or wear you plaid shirts until they 

wear out. As corporate fashion buyers make decisions about the clothes they will stock to sell to 

you, they order and stock as one part in the big picture issues of a global economy. Already the 

pandemic has resulted in an acute rise in both “athleisure” and sneakers with a steep decline in 

office-appropriate clothing sales.  

The fashion industry is just one example of how the pandemic is affecting more than our 

mental and possibly physical health. As a church, our common ground with the fashion industry 

is that worship, our primary product, is something humans will always need. Like the fashion 

industry, how we provide worship will be altered (pun intended) by the time we spend 

responding to the COVID-19 virus. If past pandemics are any indicator, as we come out of the 

COVID pandemic there will be both a spiritual bounce back to go along with the economic 

recovery. 

This week, I will be taking time to prepare for this fall as well as to prepare for when the 

COVID pandemic joins the polio pandemic in the history books. I hope you want to join me in 

our thinking. I always welcome feedback to the daily epistles; all you need to do is reply to this 

email.  I look forward to reading your ideas.  

Now, may the love of God, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit rest and abide among us everyone. Amen.   

Rev. Dawn  

 
 


