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Hello Church!  

 Well, my staycation is over, and I am quite happy to be back at work! Vacations are 

important for all humans for a good number of  reasons—but by Friday last week the one only 

reason working for me was that as a pastor I must lead by example. Cutting my vacation short 

required breaking my sabbath and that was not an option I should take. Does that mean that 

by sticking with my staycation I was doing my job? 

Fortunately for those of  us who really love their work, the command to keep Sabbath 

applies to only one day out of  seven. But to keep Sabbath there is another question that 

demands an answer, what is your work?  

The easy answer is that our work is what provides our income. According to Joe 

Dominguez and Vicki Robin, authors of  Your Money or Your Life (Penguin Books, New York, 

1992), this common definition involves an exchange of  our time and labor for money. Many 

of  us know the sayings that support their idea from Benjamin Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanac. 

“The early bird gets the worm.” “Early to bed and early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy, 

and wise.” “Time is money.” (Thanks to my late teacher, Miss Grindy, making us memorize 

Poor Richard in third grade, I did not need to Google the source of  these phrases.) 

But Poor Richard’s answer is not a biblical answer. In his parable on laborers being paid, 

Jesus does not equate hours worked with wages earned. This parable is found in Matthew 

20:1-16 and begins “The kingdom of heaven is like this . . ..” (Mt. 20:1) Jesus then told a 

parable about a man with a vineyard who hired laborers to help with the harvest early one 

morning. He said he would pay them a denarius for their work. He hired more workers at 9 

a.m. and at 3 p.m. At the end of  the day, the man paid those he hired in the morning a single 

denarius. He also paid those hired at 9 a.m. a single denarius. And then he paid those he hired 

at 3 p.m. a single denarius. Jesus interpretation of his parable goes on about the generosity of  

God as embodied in the vineyard owner, for this I am thankful. But I want to stop here and 

reask my question for this epistle.  

Because in Jesus’ teachings work does not equal income, what is your work?  

Biblically, our work is what we do to help God’s kingdom come. Our work is our 

participation in realizing The Lord’s Prayer “Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as 



it is in heaven.” Our work is to help God’s kingdom to come here on earth, here in Hudson. 

Our work is a blessing God gives us by which we bless others. 

So then, what is your work? What is your vision about how you are blessed to be a 

blessing? Do you have goals to accomplish? Do you have values you want to live out?  

My pastoral vision of  our shared work is for us to be a church that collaborates, 

compliments, and cooperates with other churches—especially the other member churches of  

HAMA and the other member churches of  our United Methodist circuit. This vision calls for 

us to be a high discipleship church—which may or may not lead us to be a large membership 

church. Although it is hard to have a large membership without at least a core church that 

embraces high discipleship. A common theme in healthy church literature is that by focusing 

on making disciples we will grow a church.  

Achieving such a vision for our church will require all of  us who are Hudson 

Methodist Church to collaborate, compliment, and cooperate with each other in our shared 

work. Our work is to impact our community, in such a way that God’s kingdom comes.  

In the final hours of  my last day before my staycation, I attended a district webinar on 

discipleship. My application question was how does worship foster discipleship? Other than 

being told that was a good question, I didn’t get an answer. Maybe I wasn’t asking the right 

person/people. And yet through 2020, worship is the primary means we have as a local church 

of  all generations to collaborate, compliment, and cooperate with each other as disciples of  

Jesus Christ.   

If  this pastoral vision for our church appeals to you, how does your participation in our 

worship now—by podcast and in sanctuary—support our work in God’s vineyard? And what 

other work do we have to do beyond worship in this very odd time that will help “(God’s) 

kingdom come?” 

This coming August for our worship, I am working on sermons about how our real 

work is to be a blessing for this world God loves so much. This week’s sermon is drawn from 

what Jesus did, not a parable he told. It is the story of  how Jesus fed a crowd of 5000 with just 

five dinner rolls and a couple of  smoked herring. You read it Monday in Deacon Susan’s DCE 

contribution. You can read it now in Matthew 14:13-21. Tomorrow and next Monday, I will 

have more to say about how I see Jesus had a vision, goals, and values in that story. But for 

today, I encourage you to look this parable up for yourself  and see what you might call Jesus’ 

vision. What is Jesus teaching the disciples, the crowd, and us about his example?    



Let us all pray about the work of  our church and the work we each have, especially if  it 

is providing a witness of faith to the people whose work it is to care for us. We all have work to 

do to help “Thy kingdom come.” 

It is good to be back. I missed you all.  

Grace always,  

Rev. Dawn 


