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Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds 

heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a 

deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves." Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you give them something to eat. "They replied, "We have 
nothing here but five loaves and two fish." And he said, "Bring them here to me." Then he ordered the crowds to sit 
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, 
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took 
up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand men, 

besides women and children. 
~~Matthew 14:13-21 

 
The 5,000+ men, women and children who gathered so long ago on the shore of the Sea of Galilee 
shared the bounty that began with five loaves and two fish. Did Jesus actually multiply them? Is 
that the miracle? Did others have food they were hiding but decided to share when they saw others 
sharing? Is the sharing the miracle? Many Christians question and doubt that the miracles actually 
happened as described in the scriptures. Questioning is part of an active, engaged faith life. So if 
this is you, engage with the Holy Spirit and listen for what the Spirit tells you as you meditate on 
this scripture. For me, what stirs up today when I read this scripture is a memory that I hold dear. 
 
Tabgha is a site on the western side of the Sea of Galilee. In the Christian tradition, Tabga is where 
Jesus multiplied the loaves and fishes. On my pilgrimage to Israel/Palestine about 10 years ago, we 
visited this traditional site. A chapel was built there in the 4th century AD, then a larger chapel after 
that, and then a monastery and large church were built in the 5th century AD. In the 7th century, 
the church was destroyed. Archeologists were able to access the site about 1,300 years later. They 
discovered mosaics on the floor and remnants of the walls. The church has since been restored and 
incorporates many of the original mosaics. (https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/tabgha) 
  
In front of the alter is a mosaic of the fish and loaves. Here is a photo by Alamy: 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
 
This second photo is of a plate with a replica of the mosaic. I have this plate hanging in my home.  
	

	
	
Look closely at the mosaic. The two fish are on either side of the basket. Look at the loaves of 
bread. Two are blue; two are yellow. That’s a total of four loaves. The scripture tells us there were 
five loaves, though. So why are there only four loaves depicted? Tradition says that the mosaic 
depicts four loaves because the fifth loaf is the bread that would be placed on the alter for the 
Eucharist. When I was at Tabgha, there was no bread on the alter because we were not there at the 
time of a worship service. So what I recall when I see this mosaic of the two fish and four loaves, is 
that the fifth loaf, the body of Christ, is within and among us, shared by the body of Christ. No 
matter where we are, we are connected by the bread, the body, the life of Christ.  
 
This pandemic is lasting longer than any of us probably imagined. The toll of loneliness, isolation, 
and limited interactions is real.  As we continue to social distance, remember that you are 
connected to your fellow siblings in Christ, and specifically your church family. We are connected 
in spirit, if not in the flesh, because we are the body of Christ. Christ is among us, within us, and 
connecting us. Praise be to God! 
 
~~Deacon Susan 
	


