
Hello Church! 
 
I want to thank you for your prayers. They have helped sustain me during the 
most difficult days of this Covid-19 crisis. You are a blessing to me. My heart is 
full. I've been looking forward to writing to you again.  The topic of this epistle 
has been on my heart since early July, and I'm glad I can share my musings with 
you today.   
 
Gratefully, 
Deacon Susan 
 

 
 
Earlier this month, I was out walking and came across this painted rock. It says, 
“Pray boldly. I make all things possible. XOXO God.” Have you come across a 
message from God when you weren’t expecting it? I think about the process of 
this rock being placed on that dirt. Someone heard a call from God to paint 
this rock, select a location for it, and place it there. I wonder who this person is. 
I also wonder if this person prayed for God to use this rock to speak to all who 
saw it. 
 
Instead of meditating on my questions, I pondered the message on it: “Pray 
boldly”. I reflected on my prayer life. Am I praying? Yes. Most of my private 
prayers are written in my journal because I struggle with praying silently and 
out loud when I am by myself. Journaling them keeps me focused and 
disciplined, and enables me to look through the previous pages to see how God 
has responded to my prayers. I also spend time quietly listening to God - that is 
prayer, too.  



 
Do I pray boldly? That’s a different question. Sometimes I do; sometimes I 
don’t. Over the years my prayers have shifted from asking God for what I want 
(my will) to asking for God’s will to be done. They have shifted from making a 
request and passively waiting for it to be granted to asking how I can actively 
work with God for God’s will to happen. It is bold to ask for God’s will 
because it requires us to set aside our own desires and seek God’s desires. In 
my experience, God’s desires are far bolder than what I could imagine and ask 
for. 
 
The other statement on that rock is “I make all things possible”. Yes, God 
does. Our God is creative, active, and engaged. Our God created the earth and 
the sky, brings goodness from the worst situations, and creates light where 
there is darkness. Our God is able to change us and engage us in the work of 
changing the world. Yes, God does make all things possible.  Let’s pray 
together: God, you speak to us in unexpec ted ways .  You want us to  pray to  
you.  Somet imes our prayers  are  bo ld .  Sometimes our prayers are  t imid.  
Always ,  you make al l  th ings  poss ib le .  God, g ive  us a spir i t  o f  pray ing 
bold ly  for  your wi l l  to  be  done .  Amen.  
 
I invite you to pray boldly this week. And as you pray, include this part of the 
Lord’s Prayer in each of your prayers: “Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.” Even on its own, it is a bold prayer. 
 
Deacon Susan	


