
Your Daily Church Epistle 

Monday, 20 July 2020 

 

Hello Church!  

 Today is the last workday before my first vacation week this year. I am grateful for this 

opportunity, and I have some thoughts to share with you. But first, some technical contract 

stuff  that I will paraphrase into English most high school graduates can understand.  

In our Wisconsin Annual Conference of  the United Methodist Church rules (not The 

Book of  Discipline), all pastors are required to take four weeks of  vacation, including four 

Sundays, annually. The week is defined as the normal number of  working weekdays related to 

the local church appointment for both deacons and elders. Because I am an elder appointed to 

serve you full-time as our church pastor, you and I have a vacation requirement of  16 

weekdays and 4 Sundays a year. Pastors and deacons appointed to the local church are required 

to take two days a week off. I take one full Sabbath day and two half  days a week for things 

“normal people” with a 40 hour a week job would do on their second day off. Attending a 

continuing education event is not to be considered vacation days because all clergy have 

continuing education requirements they are expected to meet as part of  their employment.  

 Without COVID-19, this would have been my second vacation week in this 

calendar year. The impact of  COVID-19 on our worship meant that my spring vacation was 

delayed a few weeks and trimmed to a long weekend. I have consistently and firmly kept my 

Sabbath on Fridays. Thanks to Deacon Susan, since the first Safer At Home order last March, 

I was able to take a weekday and a Sunday of  vacation in May. This week I will take four more 

weekdays and one Sunday. I do not count my regular Friday Sabbath in the 16 days, nor with 

COVID do I separate Saturday and Sunday—I take Sunday as one of  my two half  days now. 

Before COVID, I took one of  my half  days on Saturday.   

 Also, the professional staff  and I have discovered that while Lynn and Kathy can take 

vacation at the same time, both of  them need to work while I am on vacation. In our four 

years together, we have also learned it is best for me to begin and end my vacations that are a 

week or more long on a Tuesday or a Wednesday. You may remember we even applied that 

practice when I needed surgery last October.   

 What are your rules for your vacations? Are they impacted by COVID-19? Because 

I am not yet retired, I can only draw on my 5 years as a stay-at-home-mom when saying that 

everyone needs vacations. While employers and workers have rules or covenants that give 

boundaries to vacation time, we all need vacations.  



 For me, a vacation is a complete change in my routine. Because of  COVID-19, I will 

not be taking my customary summer pilgrimage to see my extended family who live year-

round in Lutsen and Grand Marias. Instead, I will be enjoying a staycation here in Hudson. If  

there is a true pastoral emergency such as an unexpected death, Kathy knows how to reach 

me. Otherwise, you have each other for mutual support. Those of  you living in the CCH 

complex also have Pastor Tom Johnson. In past Julys when I have been up North, my 

colleagues have reported that you are a very self-sufficient flock! 

In my staycation there are two work related things I will not be doing in my home 

studio. Beginning tomorrow, I will not turn on my morning alarm clock. Beginning tomorrow, 

I will not use my laptop for work. I am even planning to switch chairs at my computer station, 

because I do use my laptop for sewing activities as well as for writing.  

If  you need a staycation, what normal activities will you set aside in your home?  

I do have staycation plans. Most of  them are around sewing and spending time with 

Lisa on the weekend since she has Monday through Friday employment and lives only a day 

trip away. There will be a fabric shopping daytrip to Treadle Yard Goods, possibly a second 

daytrip to S R Harris in Burnsville. I have planned a sewing binge where everything I sew will 

use white thread. I hope that on my first Sunday back to wear a new me-made dress, my 

staycation souvenir. I will watch Toy Story 4. I have two vacation novels set aside for binge 

reading.  

If  you need a staycation, what will you do?  

What happens if  we run into each other? We say hello. We talk like friends. We leave 

church business aside until Tuesday, 28 July. It is such a blessing to serve a church that expects 

me to take care of  myself  as part of  doing my best to care for you. Last October and 

November, I was so blessed to experience how well you respected my need to stay home and 

recuperate for six weeks. Seven days will fly by between us.  

And in those seven days, we will all rest in the love of  God that binds us to each other.  
Heaven and Earth were finished, 
    down to the last detail. 
 
    By the seventh day 
        God had finished his work. 
    On the seventh day 
        he rested from all his work. 
    God blessed the seventh day. 
        He made it a Holy Day 
    Because on that day he rested from his work, 



        all the creating God had done. 
 
This is the story of  how it all started, 
    of  Heaven and Earth when they were created.  
   Genesis 2:1-4, The Message.  
 

May the peace of  rest in with our Creator be yours.  

Rev. Dawn  

 

 


