
Your Daily Church Epistle 

Wednesday, 15 July 2020 

 

Hello Church! And a happy Wednesday to you all! 

 Today’s epistle continues our planned celebration of Anna, Graham, and Marin being 
confirmed this coming Sunday, July 19. I hope you have read Monday’s epistle about Marin 
and her verse. Tomorrow, we will think about Graham’s choice. Our confirmand of the day is 
Anna Olson. 

Along with each confirmand, we are also remembering the congregational responses 
we make at every baptism, confirmation, and new member reception. Here is our second 
congregational response:  

Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit                                                    
into God’s new creation and made to share in Christ’s royal priesthood. 

We are all one in Christ Jesus.  

With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you as members of the family of 
Christ.  

Anna is a seventh grader and the only youth in our church in that class. Because of her 
closeness with both Marin and Graham, all the adults involved agreed that Anna belonged in 
this year’s confirmation class. For her hymns, Anna picked Amazing Grace and Our God is an 
Awesome God. For her confirmation verse, she selected Jeremiah 29:11:  

“’I know the plans I have in mind for you,’ declares the Lord; ‘they are plans for peace, 
not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.’” 

Anna expresses herself well through art. The bulletin board by my office is filled with 
sermon doodles others have shared with me, and Anna is my primary contributor. One theme 
that always shows in Anna’s “listening to the sermon” art is the entwined theme of hope and 
joy. There are lots of trees, lots of stars in the sky, and if a crayon is to be had many sunrises 
shaded out like rainbows of yellow, orange, and red. Through this last year as we met in my 
office for confirmation class, my whiteboard has had numerous sketches from the yard of a 
loving home.  Because Anna draws those sketches without sermon influence, I do believe they 
come from her experience of being a child raised in a loving family.  

Art is not the only way Anna expresses herself. Anna is a thoughtful young woman 
who asks good questions and when asked a question directly responds thoughtfully. Beyond 



confirmation class, I know Anna best from Wednesday Night Supper. Because Anna and her 
family are faithful participants, she has shared more than a few suppers with her fellow youth, 
her youth leaders, and me. Often at dinner, I have seen Anna listen well and then ask a good 
question based on what she heard the other person say. Anna generally pauses long enough 
after the other person speaks that one can see she listens to respond rather than listening to 
jump in with her thought. Many pastors, including me, work hard to acquire that skill, and 
Anna does it well already in seventh grade.  

One can only wonder at what these communication gifts Anna already has will lead her 
into as an adult. But isn’t that the crux of her confirmation verse? God has a plan for Anna, 
one filled with both peace and hope. We can all look forward to watching her bloom.  

Today, as we pray for our confirmands, let us also pray for ourselves that we can see 
the  plan God has for each of us, and for our church. And with Anna, let’s believe that it is a 
plan filled with peace in a future full of hope.  

Grace is everywhere. May we all have eyes to see it.  

Rev. Dawn 

 

 

 


