
Daily Church Epistle 

Monday, 13 July 2020 

 

Hello Church!  

 This coming Sunday we will celebrate Confirmation of  Baptism at the 10:30 

service. Graham Close, Marin Munro, and Anna Olson will be confirming the vows their 

parents made on their behalf  at their baptism. We as a church will renew our vow to them, the 

same vow we make to every member:  

With God’s help, we will proclaim the good news and live according to the 

example of  Christ.  

We will surround each other with a community of  love and forgiveness, that we 

all may grow in our trust of  God and be found faithful in our service to others.  

We will pray for each other, that we may be true disciples who walk in the way 

that leads to life.  

But how do we do this in the summer of  Covid? In ordinary times, they would have 

been confirmed in early April. We would have packed our sanctuary. There would have been 

out of  town relatives and a cake. Kathy would have taken lots of  pictures for our monitor slide 

shows and our web page.  

One thing that is certain, Confirmation Sunday 2020 will be memorable. 

Here are the plans we have so far, to make these memories a blessing for all.  

First, every day I write this week, I will write from the Bible verse and hymn choice of  

each confirmand. Only one of  the three is a public speaker, all three of  them are graced with 

gifts of  the Spirit. So a devotion a piece from their pastor shared with the whole church, is the 

first way we will celebrate Anna, Graham, and Marin.  

Second, the confirmation service itself  will be held at the 10:30 service this coming 

Sunday, July 19. Because liturgy binds our worship together, that service will follow the liturgy 

in our hymnbook, pages 33 to 41. There are three key congregational responses. The first one 

is above. The other two will be in the DCE for Wednesday and Thursday. Elements from the 

liturgy will be used at the 8:30 and podcast worship services. The service itself  will be recorded 

live, edited, and posted in all the usual places for posting podcast worship as soon as humanly 

possible that week.  



One thing that will not change is that Kathy will take lots of  pictures for us to share. 

Even in the summer of  Covid, Kathy will keep us well photographed 8-D  (I would have 

inserted a grinning smiley face, but they never seem to transfer so I did it old school.)  

Third, right after the service we will have a drive-thru reception. Enter the parking 

lot down by the cross, and we will have shade/rain pop up tents for the confirmands and their 

parents up by the main door. You could start arriving as early as 11:15 a.m. and as late as 11:40 

a.m. There will be a “church post office” where you can drop off  cards for Marin, Anna, and 

Graham as you drive up. As you go past the last family, you will be served a “Sundae on 

Sunday,” one of  those little 4-ounce novelty cups that most of  us can enjoy! Never again will 

you eat one of  those little bits of  ice cream without remembering the long line of  love that 

came to celebrate the Hudson United Methodist Church Confirmation Class of  2020!  

We may not be able to gather in our indoor sanctuary, but we can all enjoy the drive 

through reception. May it be for our entire church a memory of  joy in a trying time.  

Now as promised, here is the first verse and hymn selection. Our confirmands are in 

the same order in which their hymn selections are sequenced for worship:  

Marin Munro’s hymn choice is Here I Am to Worship  

“Throw all your anxiety onto him, because he cares about you.” 1 Peter 5:7 

Marin has great patience and a real gift for making friends, according to my observation 

as her pastor. I discovered the patience part in our first year together, when I was sorting out 

individual name and family groups. There is no good explanation why Marin was in the 

handful of  people whose names I struggled to learn, but of  that handful here in Hudson, 

Marin was the most patient. She even giggled when I suggested I give her a nickel for every 

time I called her the wrong name, and then outright forgave me. Marin believed that I would 

get her name right sooner or later. Truth be told, I think of  all the folks who have experienced 

me struggle to learn their name—it happens every time the bishop moves me—Marin has to 

be the most patient.  

Marin is also an alto and sings harmony in the back seat very well. Kathy Olson and I 

learned this when we took Marin and Anna to Winter Camp at Lake Lucerne last January.  

That is also where I saw her gift for making friends. I think all of  us who know Marin, know 

her as a quiet person. Never in my four years with her have I experienced Marin being loud. 

But in the very noisy dining room at camp, Marin was the person at our table of  eight (there 

were only four of  us from Hudson) who drew girls from other churches into her friendship 

with Anna. Marin did this with her deep listening, good question asking., and her kind smile. 

Lots of  the youth at camp were nervous, and true to being in middle school, a bit self-



conscious. Marin was the rare teen who could draw a new person into her current circle. Like a 

number of  good altos we all know, Marin looks for a way to be in harmony with other people.   

Marin has shown me with her patience and her gift of  friendship that she is able to 

show others the care Christ has shown her. When she shared her confirmation verse with our 

class when we first began preparing for Confirmation Sunday, she chose a verse that really 

reflects who she is.  

Perhaps you too have a memory or two of  Marin that will bless her if  you share it. We 

will have a “post office” near the cross on Sunday morning where you too can drop a note to 

Marin, Anna, and Graham.  

Thank you for supporting these three confirmands with your prayers this week and 

blessings on your note writing.  

 

Grace abounds!  

Rev. Dawn 

 


