
Your Daily Church Epistle 

Wednesday, 1 July 2020 

Hello Church!  

            First, a bit of Lower St. Croix Valley circuit news from your circuit pastors. Last 
summer, we started doing a round-robin preaching exchange. This summer in the year of 
Covid, a summer round robin will not work. The reasons are many, the biggest being that we 
use different approaches to worship in the year of Covid. Hudson was an early adopter of 
the edited podcast and is now the only church to resume live worship in our sanctuary. 
Osceola is worshipping outdoors and just beginning to use YouTube rather than Facebook 
live. New Richmond uses YouTube. Willow River Parish uses Zoom, while Hammond/New 
Centerville are staying with USPS and outdoor fellowship.  

            A round robin pulpit exchange works well as every pastor writes one sermon and 
preaches it both at home and in the pulpit exchange. This has two benefits.  A round-robin 
also means all of our churches know the other circuit pastors. Last year, New Richmond, 
Willow River Parish, and our church all benefitted from our circuit team approach to 
pastoral care while the pastor was either visiting his far-away brother (New Richmond) or 
recovering from surgery (Willow River Parish and us). A round-robin in July/August also 
frees up much needed time for the pastors’ fall preparation. Like me, the other pastors also 
rely on Deacon Susan and our circuit lay speakers to take their vacations.  

            But that said, this year our other two podcast churches have pastors who need 
vacation coverage. Those two churches are Osceola and New Richmond, and for a variety of 
reasons, their podcasts are very dependent on the pastors. We are so blessed to have Deacon 
Susan and certified lay speakers who are already accustomed to doing a podcast! And we 
know we are blessed to be a blessing, so here is what it means for you—especially if you are 
relying on podcast worship.  
 
            On August 9 and August 23, all our podcast worshipping churches will use the same 
podcast service so we can all experience two of our other circuit pastors should they ever 
need to care for you when I cannot.  Rev. Jack Starr from Osceola will be our preacher on 
August 9 and Rev. Jeremy Deaner from New Richmond will be our preacher on August 23. 
I am the preacher on Labor Day Weekend, September 6. Because John Duntley is covering 
my vacation weekend on July 26, I will make certain I prepare a sermon for sanctuary 
worship on August 9. That's the weekend Kathy is off and there are technical issues that just 
won’t/can’t be overcome in a timely way. However, we will be able to use Pastor Jeremy’s 
sermon on August 23rd in the sanctuary with me present for all other acts of worship—a 
plan that allows me the fall preparation week.  



            Now that is three of five pastors in the round-robin in the year of Covid. What about 
the other participants? Pastor John and Pastor Tim will announce those podcast worship 
services for their folks who might want to join us. 

Rev. John Hazen, who was my exchange partner in 2019, had surgery in early 2020 so 
he has no personal leave time remaining this calendar year. His three churches, The Willow 
River Parish, are also using Zoom live rather than a prepared podcast. If a need arises due to 
an emergency, John will still be able to choose between what Jack, Jeremy, and I are posting 
on YouTube on our three “circuit Sundays” to use with Willow River Parish.  

Our churches in Hammond and New Centerville are still not using electronic 
resources for worship and their pastor, Rev. Tim Matthai wants to save his vacation to visit 
adult children in Colorado as soon as Covid allows. So given how blessed we are with many 
fine preachers including Deacon Susan, a retired pastor, and certified lay speakers, Hudson 
will cover Hammond/New Centerville when Pastor Tim can finally schedule his vacation.  

            Cool beans? Cool beans! God is good all the time.  

            And speaking of God being good all the time, I found a blessing in today’s 
(7/1/2020) Upper Room reading.  

In 2004 as I served my first weekly preaching appointment, Jessie Butts at the 
Richmond United Methodist Church located on country crossroads in Walworth County 
would stand at our church door after service and hand everyone our very own Upper Room as 
we went out from worship and into daily living. We had all kinds of places where those 
Upper Rooms were read. One that stuck with me was a retired man in his late 80’s who kept 
his copy in their car. As he drove his wife to her appointments and shopping, he spent his 
waiting time in the car praying and reading his Upper Room. Now with the app I have 
subscribed to on my  smartphone, I can do the same thing. I am so thankful for his 
example.   
            The Upper Room author for today, Suzanne Felton from Virginia, USA reflected on 
Psalm 19:1             

      The heavens declare the glory of God; 

             the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

            Psalm 19 is familiar, and as a native of Northern Minnesota, I usually ponder the 
omnipotence of God I see in watching the aurora borealis. Today’s writer saw something 
new.  

Suzanne Felton saw God’s handwriting. She began with the joy of receiving a 
handwritten letter in her daily mail. The penmanship of her friend and mother are so 
familiar.  



“Because I know them so well, I can recognize their handwriting anywhere. God’s 
creation and work in our lives also bear an unmistakable mark. The strokes of God’s hand 
reflect who God is.  . . . And the better we come to know God through scripture, prayer, and 
daily meditation, the more we can recognize God’s handiwork in the world and in our lives.”  

What is there to say, but Amen?  

Just this, I am looking forward to seeing how God’s handwriting is visible this August 
as we share worship with our brothers and sisters in our circuit. What is God sharing with us 
as the people of the Lower St. Croix Valley?  

Today, let’s all pray for our fellow circuit churches: Willow River Parish, Hammond & 
New Centerville, New Richmond, Osceola, and River Falls.  

Grace abounds!  

            Rev. Dawn 

P.S. One sure way to know you are a United Methodist is when you consider The Upper Room 
to be as essential to your life as a facemask is in 2020!  

 


