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Hello Church!  

 It was a great pleasure this morning to open my Disciplines 2020 and discover that our 

author for this week is Flora Slosson Wuelllner. A former pastor before becoming a professor 

emeritus--that is academic lingo for officially retired—at Pacific School of Religion (PSR, my 

alma mater), Dr. Wuellner was born in 1929 but has yet to really retire. When I look at my own 

work and career plan, Dr. Wuellner is one of  my most admired role models!  

 Some of you have already met Flora Slosson Wuellner by reading her bestselling book,. 

Prayer, Stress and Our Inner Wounds which is now an Upper Room Books classic. What is 

wonderful about Prayer, Stress and Our Inner Wounds is that it is a cookbook on prayer. A first 

time reader could read it cover to cover, but like Joy of  Cooking I find Prayer, Stress  and Our Inner 

Wounds, is always handy reminder of  how to pray in specific situations—healing a past wound, 

or preparing to go into a difficult meeting are just two chapters that come to mind. While there 

is a copy in the church library that you could check out, you can also order it at 

UpperRoomBooks.com, the ISBN is 978-0-8358-0501-8.  

 For example, one way to pray I learned from Prayer, Stress and Our Inner Wounds, is to 

pray by visualizing the light of  Christ illuminating the place where the need exists. For example, 

this week we have two couples Sam & Joyce J. and Mike & Amy N. who are asking all of  us to 

pray for them because of  needed medical treatment. As we pray for them, we can visualize 

these devoted couples forced apart by Covid protocols. We can visualize each of  them in the 

arms of  Christ or warmed by the glow of the Spirit. 

 What is truly lovely is that for those using Disciplines 2020 is that you can see if  you like 

Dr. Wuellner as much as I do this week. I do hope you enjoy her work, but I understand she 

may not speak to your heart as she does to mine. Today as we begin thinking about Abraham, 

Isaac, and Rebecca, why don’t we start by pausing and praying the prayer Dr. Wuellner wrote 

for us to pray today?  

 God of  love, as we turn to you seeking your presence and listening for your 

guidance, help us to respond to you not in servitude by in committed love and trust. 

Amen.  

 This week’s Old Testament lesson is a new generation’s beginning. Sarah has died 

before Abraham, her husband. Abraham and their son, Isaac are left bereft. Isaac is still single, 



and Abraham wants Isaac to have a marriage like the marriage he shared with Sarah. The 

entire story of  how a wife suitable for Isaac is found stretches through Genesis 24. That is a 

long read for worship, so three key snapshots of  important moments are pulled out for our 

lectionary reading this week. Today it is Genesis 24:34-38.  

Genesis 24:34-38 Common English Bible (CEB) 

34 The man said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The Lord has richly blessed my master, 

has made him a great man, and has given him flocks, cattle, silver, gold, men servants, 

women servants, camels, and donkeys. 36 My master’s wife Sarah gave birth to a son 

for my master in her old age, and he’s given him everything he owns. 37 My master 

made me give him my word: ‘Don’t choose a wife for my son from the Canaanite 

women, in whose land I’m living. 38 No, instead, go to my father’s household and to 

my relatives and choose a wife for my son.’ 

 Did anything speak to you in that passage?  

 

 

 

 

 Nothing caught my heart. In fact, as I read what caught me came only as I kept on 

reading. There are times when reading with lectio divina is like that. The Spirit knows the 

assigned passage isn’t the passage you need that day, so you prayerfully continue on.  

 But as I read Dr. Wuellner’s comments, something she wrote did speak quite clearly to 

me.  

“From Genesis to Revelation, scripture uses the marriage commitment as the 

sacramental symbol of  God’s pledged love and the pledged response of  God’s people. . 

.. God offers a radically new concept of  marriage based on mutuality rather than barter, 

ownership, or domination. Through this concept of  mutuality . . . (God) comes to us 

not as a master to submissive servant, demanding fear and obedience, but as a 

bridegroom to bride, lover to the beloved.” (p. 222) 

 It appears that Dr. Wuelllner had read the entire chapter and not just these five assigned 

verses! The whole chapter is about Isaac marrying Rebecca as the first time in the Bible where 

a woman could say either yes or no to a marriage proposal. In the assigned paragraph for 

today, Abraham’s trusted servant is sent back to Ur, to Abraham and Sarah’s clan to find a wife 

equal to Isaac. I wonder what a marriage to a Canaanite woman would have meant for Isaac? 



Did they have different ways of  looking at marriage that was not about mutual respect and 

caring? Who knows? The Bible leaves the answers to my questions in silence.  But does mutual 

caring only apply to marriage? 

 No, it doesn’t. While a healthy marriage based in mutual caring is always the Bible’s 

ideal, so is all other mutual caring between humans a way to catch a reflection of  God. If  you 

read Ephesians 5:21-6:4 with this idea in mind,  you read that husbands are to love their wives, 

wives are to respect their husbands, children are to obey their parents, and parents are to never 

provoke their “children to anger.” In healthy families, these practices create a web of  mutual 

respect, even if  we occasionally fall short of  the ideal. But with human marriage as a metaphor 

for God’s relationship with us, and the two-generation family as an illustration of  the Trinity 

(Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), this idea of  mutual respect and caring goes all the way back past 

Abraham to the creation of  Eve recorded in Genesis 2: 18-25.  

 Blessed as we are with generational faith—a faith inherited from faithful older 

generation—this idea deserves a day of  prayer and practice. So today I invite you to pray for 

the generations in your family. I don’t know exactly what all of  our varying needs are, but as we 

pray for our families we should imagine the Christ surrounding us all with divine love.   

 Grace abounds!  

 Rev. Dawn 

 

 


