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Do you ever have the feeling that you are not heard? Yes, you have. Has it ever been a 
specific experience for you, something you could document by time and place? Can you recall 
your frustration?  

One of my mom’s favorite stories of little me feeling unheard and therefore amplifying 
my just demands. I had just turned two and mastered toilet training. Mom was just a few 
weeks away from giving birth to my brother, Bruce. Her best friend had come over for coffee, 
and the two of them were sitting at our kitchen table while I was using the adjacent bathroom 
“all by myself.” Suddenly I came out of the bathroom, pants around my ankles with the potty 
chair seat in my hand. “Daddy better fix this (expletive deleted) potty seat! It pinched Dawn’s 
behind!” Yes, I was being assertive before I mastered using the word “my.” It is an incredibly 
famous family story told often, especially when I am extremely frustrated at not being heard 
and my assertiveness skyrockets. 

And so, today by following the lectionary cycle of readings we are considering sparrows 
and the theme of Hear All the People as loud human assertiveness for justice is amplified around 
the globe. And counter to the amplified voices there are also silenced voices of people who 
feel they are not being heard at all about their deep desire for an orderly life grounded in the 
loving traditions they have known from birth. During a Wednesday Zoom small group 
discussion, one person marveled at how God has provided just what we need now through 
both our devotional and worship preparation 
resources. Several of us in the conversation 
agreed—either God knew to provide for our 
felt pain or how else did Melissa Tidwell 
come to write these words in early 2019 
about Matthew 10:28-31 to be published in 
September 2019 and read by us yesterday, 20 
June 2020?  

“Jesus assures the disciples that the pain of persecution is balanced by the knowledge 
that their pain matters to God, who knows even when a sparrow, common as mud, 
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falls to the ground. God is mindful of the sparrows, and God is mindful of us, knowing 
us well enough to number the hairs on our head.” (p.211, Disciplines 2020) 

Reading backwards in Matthew 10, the apostles were the first to hear Jesus talk about 
“sparrows sold two for a penny” to explain God listens to us. The apostles included Matthew, 
the only apostle that we can know without a doubt was literate because he was a Jewish man 
who collected taxes for the Roman empire, and those tax collectors needed to know how to 
read and write in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.  

We also can see in our reading that Matthew listened carefully to Jesus. He may have 
even made notes of what he heard. Matthew knew the value of a sparrow. Matthew knew the 
system of servitude that Jesus was referring to well because as a tax collector he was part of 
that system. He understood the couplets Jesus used when he said “a disciple is not above the 
teacher; nor a slave about the master” as a way of describing something new about being 
Christ’s follower: something so new that the time the word Christian still needed to be coined. 
While Jesus could now say to us, “A Christian cannot be above his Christ,” he could not say it 
then because his followers weren’t called Christians before Christ’s resurrection. 

When Jesus said both disciples and slaves should be like their master, Matthew 
understood and was inspired to share it with us Christians. Because of Christ’s influence 
through Christians on humanity, we no longer experience the systems of education and slavery 
Matthew understood so well that he assumes we will also. We certainly have no idea why the 
cost of two sparrows was just a penny. But we do understand by our own experience what 
Jesus meant when he said God values us just as God values the common sparrow.   

Four years ago yesterday, John and I moved into the house in Hudson we bought from 
Chuck and Barb Goosen. Some bushes with red berries planted under our backyard picture 
window ware one of many blessings that stayed with the house. Listening to Barb, I learned 
that the berries on those bushes attract birds, so she asked Chuck plant them because he liked 
bushes as foundation plantings. Since then, John and I have learned to prune those bushes in 
March because they provide shelter for all sorts of sparrows all year round. I wonder if those 
migrating sparrows appreciate that I had to listen to learn when to prune those bushes so they 
could have winter shelter. Or that John then listened to me about their needs and now prunes 
the bushes in March rather than in November? 

Jesus said that listens even to sparrows. If God can hear the sparrows, is it even 
possible that God cannot hear us? This is not some silly idea. Your favorite grammar cops 
could tell you the idea that God might hear a sparrow but not us is a hyperbole—an 
exaggeration which amplifies an idea so it is better heard. As those who seek to be more like 
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God, especially Christ who was and is God incarnate, listening to hear is part of what we must 
master to be more like Christ.  

So how do we make the move from wanting to be heard to being a mature disciple of 
Christ who listens to hear? We all know that listening to react is more common than sparrows. 
We have all felt put in boxes—and even a two-year-old knows how it feels to be put in a box. 
When we listen to react, we are listening only to put the other person in a box. It happened to 
me just this past Thursday when a political activist labeled me a socialist because I said I 
disagreed with her. Now I happen to have self-identified socialists in my extended family who 
call me a Republican when I make the same political point with them as I did with her.. They 
can’t both be right, and the could both be wrong. But, they are both able to put me in box of 
their making that I would not put myself in. 

Putting people in boxes of our own making makes about as much sense as calling all 
small migratory birds who thrive in human neighborhoods a sparrow. There are lots of 
different kinds of little birds, including sparrows. But the birds I first thought of as winter 
sparrows are juncos. And these juncos rely on John and me to leave their winter habitat alone 
by waiting until March to prune the bushes with good red berries for birds. When the juncos 
go north, we then do no harm as we trim the bushes to keep our view of the hummingbird 
feeder unobstructed for the summer.  

Juncos have some similarities with the humans they accept as neighbors. Neither 
juncos nor humans do well in boxes. Neither juncos nor humans are sparrows. But like 
sparrows, juncos and humans need respect from others to live share the world God created 
for both. To thrive in.  

So, what could this teaching about God listening to sparrows mean for us as Christians 
of all kinds in the summer of 2020? 

1. God is listening to you. When we may not feel like we are being listened to by God, it 
could be because we are either being too loud like little me, or we are as unaware as the 
juncos about why humans want pruned bushes. But God is listening to you. If we have 
the feeling God is not listening to us, perhaps the question we need to ask is not “Why 
isn’t God listening to me?” but “Am I listening for God?” 

2. As readers of the Bible and followers of Jesus Christ, this teaching of Jesus calls us to 
take up the difficult work of listening as a spiritual discipline. Because we are not God, 
we will never be as good at listening as God is—that the whole point of the 
disciple/slave couplet—but we still need to listen as God listens.  

Learning to listen is scary work, especially when listening as God listens may mean I find 
out either I don’t know everything, or I was wrong. It is hard to even stay focused while 
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writing about listening to hear as a practical thing we should focus as Christians. Next week’s 
theme is Love All the People and it will focus on responding to what we hear. I am long forward 
to that sermon! But before we think about how to respond rather than to react, we must first 
learn to listen better than we are now.  

That’s hard to do with all the noise in our world. At the beginning of last spring’s social 
isolation when only essential workers were driving to work, it was much easier to hear a single 
bird than it is now. We live just three blocks north of I-94. Some of what made it easier to hear 
a single bird then was the fact that there was less noise on I-94 due to fewer drivers. But that 
was not the only difference. There were also fewer songbirds who had completed their 
summer migration to Hudson. As an early rising bird watcher who lives by a freeway, I have 
observed there are now June mornings when the birds in chorus are louder than the semis 
trying to beat it into the Metro before the rush of 9 to 5 workers begin their commutes.  

But some of why I can’t hear a single bird is because I am still learning how to listen for 
various bird songs. Many birders can hear the distinct calls made by different birds in a June 
morning chorus. Perhaps with practice, some day I will be able to hear specific birds as well as 
they do. But then maybe I won’t. I don’t know where my listening practice will lead me. But I 
do know that with no practice, I will never be able to hear bird songs better than I do today.  

The same thing is true as I learn to listen better to people because we are Christ’s disciple. 
Every human is cherished by our Creator and redeemed by our Savior. We are all created in 
the image of God. If we genuinely believe this, we need to listen better. But how?  

Here’s a little exercise for us to improve our listening this week. Every day, either right 
before you go to bed or first thing in the morning (I find before bed works better for me), 
write down three things you heard another person say that day about God and then three 
things you heard another person say about you. Silence is a possible answer—you heard 
nothing. But do try this exercise in listening; what did you hear others say about God and what 
did you hear others say about you?  

Writing what you heard is the first step in reflecting. Then as your reflect, begin ask yourself 
“Did these comments sit right?” Obviously being called a socialist by a person I had just met 
didn’t sit right with me last Thursday, but it did rhyme with when socialist friends have called 
me a Republican. Other things you hear may just sit right.  My mom’s story of little me sits so 
right that I am fine with sharing it with you as fair warning at how loud I can get when I feel 
unheard. Not everything you hear about God and about yourself will sit right with you, but for 
just this week make a note of what does and what doesn’t. It will help us all get ready to 
improve how we Love All the People next week. 
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As your write these observations of hearing down, pay attention to the Holy Spirit within 
you. Does what you heard about either God or you bring joy? Or did it bring another feeling? 
If the feeling is painful, ask Christ to hear you in your pain. If the feeling is positive, thank 
Christ for the blessing of hearing God’s love in another human’s voice.  

As we begin the week of listening, shall we pray together?  

Father God, we want to be more like Christ and this week we want to focus on improving 
how we listen. Help us all to grow from where we are. Some of us are well trained to listen. 
Others of us find this idea of learning to listen a first-time idea for today. But, all of us can 
grow from where we are to be more like you as we hear all the people. Father, we want to be 
all you created us to be. We want to love as you love us. And to that end, we ask You to help 
us in our effort to learn to listen. In the name of Jesus, we pray.  

Amen. 


