
Your Daily Church Epistle  

Thursday, 18 June 2020 

Hello Church!  

            Well, there is the bad news and I just want to say it plain and get it over. One of our 

Wisconsin churches who resumed public worship in the last month has had an outbreak of 

Covid-19 and is now in the contact tracing stage of their plan for reopening. The church is in 

Sheboygan Falls and is not a United Methodist Church. Here is the news paragraph that was sent 

to all pastors by our Wisconsin Annual Conference Covid-19 Taskteam. 

COVID-19 Taskteam Updated Recommendations  

Dear siblings in Christ: 

The COVID-19 Taskteam posts its latest recommendations just as the first COVID-19 

outbreak in a church is announced. That Sheboygan Falls church (not United Methodist) 

did have some precautions in place, but there were also gatherings of church members 

outside the church in social settings. They then of course, came back together. Public 

worship is risky! This is especially true if your attendees are not taking precautions 

outside worship time. . .. 

Thank you for all the ways in which you are the church, both inside and outside the walls 

of your building. 

Blessings in Christ, 

Kate Croskery Jones, Convener of Bishop Jung’s COVID-19 Task Team 

The paragraphs I left out of DS Kate’s letter to the Conference are a repeat of what we 

are implementing in our reopening. If you want to read the entire recommendations you can find 

them here: Conference COVID-19 Task Team on Returning to Worship.  
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https://www.wisconsinumc.org/news-detail/conference-covid-19-task-team-on-returning-to-worship-14012883


 

            Now that you have heard the Bad News, Let me get back to our sanctuary worship at 

Hudson United Methodist Church this week. One more time, if you are choosing to attend 

worship in the sanctuary rather than to continue to use either the podcast or USPS mail for 

worship, here are the four rules you must follow.  

1.        Call the office (715-386-3921) and make a reservation. This is to help us control numbers as 

we gather and to do contact tracing in case a worshipper is diagnosed with Covid-19 in the two 

weeks following.  

2.        You must wear a mask. The Center for Disease Control recommends the two-layer cotton 

mask for the primary purpose of each of us keeping our germs to ourselves. These cotton masks 

are not as effective as the medical masks Deacon Susan wears at Regions Hospital for keeping 

you from getting a viral infection from another person who is not wearing a mask. BUT the two-

layer cotton masks are now and always have been highly effective at keeping our various germs 

to ourselves. If both people wear a two-layer cotton mask, the rate of infection is lower than if 

one person wears a medical-grade mask while the other person wears none. If you do not own a 

mask that meets the CDC guidelines, SewMuchNeed has made one as a gift for you. 

3.        We will not be singing as a congregation in the sanctuary. After hearing our local health 

departments’ recommendations on music, we will have the piano or organ solos, use recordings 

of our “COVID Singers,” and Adele with her guitar leading us in departing song outdoors as we 

all go to our cars. This will evolve, but our first step in sanctuary music is to do well what we can 

do safely.  

4.        There is no fellowship hour. Rather than a handshake, we will all bless and greet each other 

with a small wave, or a big wave. Just a wave. Anything else would require getting closer to each 

other than 6 feet.  

Finally, a word on your personal responsibility. Hudson United Methodist Church’s elected 

lay leaders in consultation with the appointed pastor—me—set the four rules above. These are 

the only four rules we will enforce. And as a voluntary association under U.S. law, we are fully 

within our legal rights to enforce these four rules, including wearing a mask in our building. All 

who are willing to abide by these rules are welcome to join us for Sunday worship. 

This week from several sources, I learned that if Wintergreen residents were to attend 

worship in our church sanctuary, they would be required by CCH administration to be in two 

weeks of social isolation upon returning to their building. I have not heard from any other senior 

independent living sources where residents attend our church. While I will not report violations 

to this Wintergreen rule to CCH administration, neither am I the enforcer of their rules. I believe 

that in making the decision to live in independent senior apartments, all residents of Wintergreen 

are still capable of making their own decisions about abiding by Wintergreen regulations related 

to Covid-19.  If you have a question about Wintergreen regulations, please ask Kathy O’Connell 

in the Wintergreen office. 



Now for the Good News  

            God is with us, even when you do not like the pastor telling you things you do not want 

to hear. Also, when we listen to the council of the CDC to wear a mask, we are keeping Christ’s 

command to “Love our neighbor as we love ourselves” by keeping our germs to ourselves. We 

are a church bound together by the love of God, and the love of each other; a church joined in 

prayer and mission. Would you please join with all of us as we pray this midday prayer together?  

God of mercy, we acknowledge this midday pause of refreshment as one of your 

many generous gifts. Look kindly upon our work this day; may it be made perfect in your 

time. May our purpose and prayers be pleasing to you. This we ask through Christ our 

Lord. Amen.   

We will linger in Romans for much of this summer. If you are using Disciplines 2020 as 

a devotional guide, you read the first 11 verses of Romans 6 in today’s devotion. But in this 

summer of COVID, racism, and high anxiety, when I opened my Bible to that page, my eyes and 

my heart were drawn to Romans 6:12-14. (The Common English Bible found at 

biblegateway.com)  

12 So then, don’t let sin rule your body, so that you do what it wants. 13 Don’t 

offer parts of your body to sin, to be used as weapons to do wrong. Instead, present 

yourselves to God as people who have been brought back to life from the dead, and offer 

all the parts of your body to God to be used as weapons to do right. 14 Sin will have no 

power over you, because you aren’t under Law but under grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So what grabbed you?  

What grabbed me this time was in verse 13, “offer all the parts of your body to God to be 

used as weapons to do right.” This morning I attended our weekly district pastors meeting via 

Zoom. One pastor shared that she was asked “Why do we have to wear masks in church when 

we don’t have to wear them in the tavern?”  

You just can’t make this stuff up!  



As much as I love a good fish fry in at a rural crossroads tavern, why should I as a 

Christian conform to the sinful behavior that goes on at a rural crossroads tavern and expect to 

bring them with me into church? This goes way beyond wearing a mask in church. I’m talking 

about drinking more than a cold beer with my order of walleye. I am talking about illicit sex, 

opioid abuse, and even smoking which still went on in my favorite Walworth County tavern for 

fish fry the last time I was there in 2016. I know Jesus loved a good fish fry, he even served it to 

the disciples himself one post-resurrection morning (John 21:1-14) and I know Jesus talked to 

sinners in places that scandalized the self-righteous of his age. Therefore I will never apologize 

for eating at a good fish fry at a rural crossroads tavern, but when I do I go with my husband and 

leave with my husband, I either drink “Wisconsinably” or take my turn being the designated 

driver, I don’t force second-hand smoke on others, and I do tip generously. When I go to a fish 

fry, I remember that I am a follower of Jesus Christ and I use the same curtesy in a rural 

crossroads tavern that I use on Sunday morning in church or Wednesday afternoon at the grocery 

store. I am a Christian. 

Our bodies are not weapons to be used to inflict harm on any other person; not our 

spouse, not our family or friends, and certainly not our neighbors. Our bodies embody the grace 

we have received by following Jesus Christ. Our bodies are how we show our neighbors what it 

means to love God by loving them. It is choosing a modest dress, and that isn’t just a good idea 

for women. It is choosing to step away to have a cigarette, or to give them up completely. This 

year, loving my neighbor means covering my nose and mouth not because I am afraid of 

catching their germs, but because I want to keep them safe from catching mine. Our bodies are 

more than just the temple of the Holy Spirit. Our bodies are the testimony of each of us lives life 

in Christian grace.  

So today, for a spiritual practice, let us consider how we are caring for these bodies of 

ours. I know that my next step needs to include a good walk, maybe yours includes a healthy 

supper—fish is good you know! We are the living temples of the Holy Spirit, so just what care 

does your temple need today?  

Grace is yours, my friends.  

Rev. Dawn 

 


