
Your Daily Church Epistle 

Wednesday, 10 June 2020 

Hello Church! 

 It feels good to be back. Yesterday I was in my basement studio where I do most of  my 

work now, but it was all Zoom meetings, all interconnected with a lot of  things now spinning 

in my mind. If  you have ever experienced me when I am in the zone where my brain is going 

faster than my mouth can keep up—I am still there. Fortunately for us all, typing slows my 

thinking down to the speed where you can read at the speed that works for you!  

 The big theme yesterday was the interface of  COVID-19 and worship along with our 

local church’s response to racism as a Methodist church in a predominantly white community 

with our special relationship to St. Paul & Minneapolis.  

 On COVID -19 and worship: our planning for reopening is still going forward for 

June 21. The clearest new advice I heard on singing in worship came from Dr. Paul McGinnis 

at our HAMA meeting. Dr. McGinnis is recently retired from family practice here in Hudson 

and now serves through Rotary to provide a local physician’s response on COVID -19. His 

hope is to clarify current confusion. COVID is no longer new, but advice from March still 

lingers in our thinking and may be inaccurate. Thirteen weeks into the pandemic here in 

Hudson, Dr. McGinnis said it is now clear that the single most effective thing we can do is 

wear the 2-layer cloth masks recommended by the CDC when out in public. If  60% of us do 

that one thing consistently, we will slow the rate of  infection by 60%. By we all do that, we are 

loving our neighbor by keeping all our germs to ourselves. The ALB did affirm that CDC 

recommended masks must be worn in our building. 

  When it comes to singing in the sanctuary during worship as we open this summer, the 

current recommendation from both meetings is to specify a single singer to use a microphone 

12+ feet away from the congregation while the rest of  us “sing with our hearts as she/he sings 

aloud” (Fr. Gerritts said I could use what works at St. Pat’s). Dr. McGinnis did acknowledge 

that humming along or tapping your toe were good participatory options as well. 

Congregational singing involves both deep breathing and projecting our voices as one so the 

effectiveness of  the CDC recommended masks for wearing in public settings (2 layers of  

cotton or the kind one buys at Menard’s service desk) could easily leak around the edges. While 

there is good anecdotal evidence from choirs being affected by COVID as they sang without 

masks last March, the various Safer At Home orders have left us with no public health 

documentation to test the effectiveness of  singing while wearing a mask. Therefore, the 

singing while wearing a mask advice is based on common sense medical practice alone, not a 

scientific study nor field experience. 



 Essentially, if  you are comfortable doing your own grocery shopping while wearing a 

mask, with the procedures we have in place you should feel confident in coming to worship in 

our sanctuary. If  you are not, please know that no one is offended by your choice. Both 

podcast and mailed worship will continue. You will not be cut off  from your church family.  

 On racism and being a UMC congregation in a predominantly white 

community: First, the webinar I attended was co-sponsored by The Council of  Bishops and 

UMC Disciplsehip.org. Rev. Junius Dotson, the General Secretary in charge of  UMC 

Discipleship, is very aware that our Methodist churches are predominantly open to growth and 

awareness on issues of  race from his experience as a planter in the San Jose District of  the 

California-Nevada Annual Conference.  

As a local church Hudson UMC is exceptionally good at making missional responses. 

Therefore I am making early steps in identifying partnerships with UMC churches in St. Paul 

and Minneapolis where our mission contributions will respond to real needs, not just make us 

feel good. The best way to do that is for me to contact and listen to my African American 

colleagues appointed to serve in those neighborhoods. This next pastoral step was affirmed in 

the webinar.  

The other action step we are to be encouraged to make together is for all of  us to 

listen. To listen is a verb. To listen is the best first step of  response to any trauma. Some people 

in our success driven white culture might confuse listening with being silent. It is not. Being 

silent is refusing to change. Listening is an act of prayer that allows God to speak to me and 

you through the words of  the person to whom we are listening.  

Still, I wanted us as a local church to take an effective first action step, shared by as 

many as possible first action step. As sympathetic white people, our first step is to reflect on 

where we are in terms of  our own racism. All Americans are racist, but its manifestation varies 

greatly based on the opportunities and experiences every American has had in his or her life. 

So to that end as an elder in active ministry, I am choosing to follow the direction given us 

(white pastors) by Bishop Tracy Malone, now serving in Ohio, who is an African American 

woman who served several cross-racial appointments in predominantly white churches prior 

to her election to serve as a bishop. That is a long sentence. But it means I am joining 

Methodist pastors across the connection in taking my next step after listening to the Black 

leaders among us.  

Bishop Malone has asked churches like Hudson United Methodist to read and discuss 

in small groups White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo. I just ordered my e-reader copy for 

$9.99, the paperback was listed as just under $15 but as John so wisely observed, it may soon 

be out of  stock. I have already committed to convening a group of  HAMA pastors at our 



church in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday afternoons. I will also do groups with our members that 

will be announced in a more orderly fashion. As I write this morning, our Small Group 

Studying Small Groups will be meeting this afternoon and we may very well have other 

facilitators available to announce new reading groups as soon as next week.  

You do not need to wait for a small group to be formed before you purchase 

and read White Fragility. However, in the overwhelming lists of  recommended reading on 

race, you can shorten your shopping list if  you choose to read what Bishop Malone is 

recommending for us to read. If  you feel a call to be part of  a small group convened to discuss 

White Fragility, please contact me through hudsonpastor@gmail.com. If  you are in an existing 

small group that wants to read White Fragility together, please let me know through 

hudsonpastor@gmail.com.  

Reflecting on our own reactions and responses to racism must be our first step. Once 

we are aware of  our own beginning place, God will show us what our next steps need to be 

both as a church and as individuals.  

In light of  all that, isn’t it now time for us to pray together?  

God of  mercy, we acknowledge this midday pause of  refreshment as one of  

your many generous gifts. Look kindly upon our work this day; may it be made 

perfect in your time. May our purpose and prayers be pleasing to you. This we ask 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Our scripture for today and for our Zoom prayer services this week (tonight at 7 and 

Sunday at 9:30) is Psalm 100. Here it is as translated in the Common English Bible and copied 

and pasted from biblegateway.com. Please feel free to take time to look it up and read it in your 

own lifetime Bible as well.  

Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth! 
Serve the Lord with celebration! 
    Come before him with shouts of  joy! 
Know that the Lord is God— 
    he made us; we belong to him. 
    We are his people, 
    the sheep of  his own pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanks; 
    enter his courtyards with praise! 
    Thank him! Bless his name! 
Because the Lord is good, 
    his loyal love lasts forever; 
    his faithfulness lasts generation after generation. 
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How did God speak to your heart through this psalm?  

 

 

 

 

 

For me, today God’s voice came through memory. I learned this psalm in Sunday 

School about the same time I was learning the Pledge of  Allegiance in grade school. I was too 

young to read all the words, but by reciting it weekly I fully learned it in the King James 

Version. Even in contemporary American English, my child’s heart chimed in “Go into his 

gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with praise!”  

My pastor’s eyes saw this joy lived on Monday as our Lay Pastoral Care Team met in 

person under the new masked small group guidelines for our church (fewer than 10 people, 

masks required, and seated at the big table in Fellowship Hall). After a good meeting, as we left 

many of  that team’s members took time to go into our sanctuary. Talk about hearts filled with 

thanksgiving and words full of  praise. (Just pass me the Puffs, I have actually run out of  words 

here.) 

Friends let us live in thanksgiving and praise.  

Finally, many thanks to John Duntley for providing a Daily Church Epistle for my 8 

hours of  Zoom meeting day yesterday. He did that from his heart and we are all so 

appreciative.  

Tomorrow, I am beginning a pastor’s long weekend. Two of our lay speakers, Barbara 

Hill and Darcy Strutt McQuistion, are writing for our Daily Church Epistles on Thursday and 

Friday. Deacon Susan is our preacher for the June 14th podcast and mailed worship services. I 

will be back on Sunday morning to join in our Zoom Prayer Meeting at 9:30 a.m., gathering 

begins at 9:15.  

Grace always abounds!  

Rev. Dawn  

 

 

 


