
Your Daily Church Epistle 

Monday, 8 June 2020 

 

Hello Church!  

 It has been 12 weeks since we last had worship in our sanctuary. One more week to go 

and we will be back to having two services, one at 8:30 and one at 10:30. As I write today, 

Wisconsin and Minnesota guidelines agree! Both allow for us to have 50 worshippers plus the 

worship team present in our sanctuary for worship. Our county statistics have continued to 

show a slow increase in infection that continues to rise slightly faster than the rate of  

recovery—a flat curve which has not yet crested. Over the weeks I have been monitoring 

those numbers daily I have noticed that Tuesday always appears to be a jump because Tuesday 

morning’s report is three days of  testing, but Tuesday’s numbers divided by 3 are pretty much 

the daily average for Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday reported numbers. There is no 

update to the site on weekends. 

We are still on track to resume worship in the sanctuary on June 21. By making a 

reservation, you can come and be assured a seat, even if  you arrive after the first hymn begins. 

Those without a reservation will be seated on a first-come first-served basis until our seating 

capacity for worshippers (not including staff  and working volunteers) is reached. Kathy is 

already receiving reservations for June 21. 

 Since last Thursday, 4 June, I have been praying and mulling over the raw data Kathy 

provided me about who has replied about how they want to worship this summer. I have 

many questions only our experience will answer. Are we communicating effectively with folks 

missing from the list? Does everyone know that when worship resumes in the sanctuary they 

will need to make a reservation and wear a face mask? Are people aware that the podcast will 

go on? How will folks feel if  they come to church without a reservation and find capacity is 

reached so they cannot be seated? These are all reasonable questions for a pastor to pray about 

and mull over. 

Last Saturday morning the reading of  appointments for the coming year was done in a 

livestream. Bishop Jung has reappointed me as your pastor and Susan as our deacon for the 

2020-21 year. It will be your fifth year as my church, and at this point I think I know you all. I 

could be wrong, but I am quite certain I know who my members and constituents are. In 

February I knew who worshiped weekly, I knew who worshiped once or twice a month, I 

knew who the snow birds were, and I knew who was wandering just from my view from the 

pulpit, no printed report needed.  



If  you have read this far and have not yet either called the office (715-386-3921) 

or replied to a phone survey about your summer worship plans, please do so. The 

answering machine is always on, even when Kathy is at work but away from her desk. Your 

response is needed so we can plan appropriately.  

Tomorrow, I have about 8 hours of  on-line meetings related to our reopening. So 

tomorrow, I will not be writing a Daily Church Epistle. I promise that I will use my off-screen 

time to leave my basement desk and go outside to walk or to weed as the weather allows. 

Maybe I might see some of you out walking as well. On Wednesday I will report officially to 

you, the St. Croix County Health Department, and our District Superintendent exactly what 

the Hudson United Methodist Church plans are for reopening. While I did not make these 

decisions alone, under both Wisconsin state law and the 2016 United Methodist Book of  

Discipline, I am the one person specified to make that report.  

 

 Thank you for reading all this through. But as it always is, now is the time for us to 

pause for prayer and reflection. Let us pray:  

 God of  mercy, we acknowledge this midday pause of  refreshment as one of  

your many generous gifts. Look kindly upon our work this day; may it be made 

perfect in your time. May our purpose and prayers be pleasing to you. This we ask 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. (Disciplines 2020, p. 444.)  

 Today I invite you to step away from Disciplines 2020 and turn with me to The Upper 

Room. Both the little magazine and the online devotion calls us to consider this passage:  

Colossians 3:15-17 Common English Bible (CEB) 

15 The peace of  Christ must control your hearts—a peace into which you were called in one 

body. And be thankful people. 16 The word of  Christ must live in you richly. Teach and warn 

each other with all wisdom by singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing to God with 

gratitude in your hearts. 17 Whatever you do, whether in speech or action, do it all in the name 

of  the Lord Jesus and give thanks to God the Father through him. 

What caught you in this passage?  

 

 

 

 



 

 The writer for the day, Gordon B. Rose shared how he applied verse 17 when as an 

Airman Second Class in Korea he worked for a difficult Tech Sergeant. I hope those capitals 

are right. I copied them from his essay. You can read his essay by clicking on this link, 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals/en-2020-06-08.  It is a very good devotion. 

 What caught me in the Scripture was verse 15, especially the first 8 words, “The peace 

of  Christ must control your hearts.” I know that I make worse decisions, maybe not bad 

decisions but worse decisions, when I react with anxiety rather than respond from the peace of  

Christ that abides in my heart. One thing these weeks of  social isolation and learning to do 

podcast worship have taught me is how important it is to be grounded in the peace of  Christ.  

 The peace of  Christ does not stop me from worrying. But the peace of  Christ does 

help me keep my worries focused on what is within my appropriate responsibilities. No matter 

what the crisis, whether it is Covid-19, racism in America, or a diagnosis of  dementia, I find 

that if  I focus on Christ, if  I put my hand in Christ’s hand, and if  I do what I am able to do to 

help God’s kingdom come, the peace of  Christ will have control and my decisions will be 

better.  

 I will write again on Wednesday. Until then, may the peace of  Christ control all our 

hearts.  

 Grace abounds!  

 Rev. Dawn    

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals/en-2020-06-08

