
  
IT’S Friday and I was asked to help Pastor Dawn keep her Sabbath by writing an 
epistle. Following is the most appropriate definition I could find. I use the word 
“believe” when expressing opinions. 
Apocryphal Epistles. \1. New Testament Epistles: A written communication; a 
term inclusive of all forms of written correspondence, personal and official, in 
vogue from an early antiquity. As applied to the twenty-one letters, which 
constitute well-nigh one-half of the New Testament, the word "epistle" has come to 
have chiefly a technical and exclusive meaning.  
 
Have you ever wondered why people you know think the way they do? 
Especially the people you believe you know well. I believe the history of 
religion contains the good, the bad and the ugly. The history of Homo 
sapiens indicates we have had some questions including, Where did I 
come from? Where am I going? when will I reach my final destination? Is 
there life after death? and what happens then? 
Other questions include, who causes the sun to shine? the rain to fall? The 
temperature to change? Crops to grow? And especially, where do I go for 
help when all else fails? My faith journey has led me to believe the answer 
to all those questions are known by God and only by God. I now believe 
God exists, beyond the shadow of a doubt. Genesis 1, Verse 1 and the first 
law of thermodynamics which basically says no one can create something 
from nothing is quite convincing. 
I still have some questions about life after death. I doubt that I would make 
any major changes in my life if I knew the answers to all those questions. I 
am convinced that God will decide my fate after life, based on HIS criteria. 
God has been a very patient God with all of humanity and especially with 
me. He has given me many opportunities that I am aware of and I am 
convinced many more that I am not aware of. I believe I have been given 
free will and a mind to make decisions. I also believe God has sometimes 
given me a nudge when I needed it for making major decisions. Good 
things have happened in my life that just defy the odds of chance.  
Most of present- day religions appeared within a relatively short period of 
time. Hindus are polytheists. Budhists do not worship any Gods. Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam are monotheistic religions A vast majority of their 
adherents are  
ethical monotheists. They believe they are the only ones who can gain 
access to Heaven. I am definitely not an ethical monotheist but believe that 



all persons are God’s children. I believe He created them either directly or 
indirectly.  
 
I would not be comfortable in any religion whose doctrine excludes persons 
not in their religion. I am a monotheist. 
Retirement gave me the opportunity to serve as a refining consultant in 3 
Muslim countries. Two trips of almost a week each were spent in Pakistan. 
My guide was a university graduate. This gave me the opportunity to see 
things the tourist rarely sees. Zahid took me into a mosque and showed me 
some shrines. The government builds and maintains the mosques. Visitors 
contribute to beggars near the mosques. They have no government welfare 
programs. We both agreed that we were products of our environment and if 
born in the other’s country our religions would almost certainly be reversed. 
I feel very blessed to be an American and a Christian. I am Thankful for the 
Christ’s teachings and especially blessed for his resurrection. I believe it 
was essential to the development of Christianity. 
 
We have so much to be thankful for in these troubling times. Let us stress 
gratitude in our prayers. 
 
Bob Pierce 
  
	


