
Your Daily Church Epistle 

Thursday, 4 June 2020 

Hello Church.  

 Today, I woke up, made my coffee, fed my animals, and prayed. Then I watched more 

YouTube that morning broadcast news. YouTube provides me an opportunity to watch the 

same story through various news platforms and see their varied points of view. YouTube 

allows me as a preacher to take the of  Karl Barth, a mid-twentieth century theologian, to pray 

with “the Bible in one hand and a newspaper in the other.” Then, I moved on to write the first 

draft of  this Daily Church Epistle. 

 One YouTube piece grabbed my heart. It was a clip from James Corden of  The Late, 

Late Show on NBC. J. Corden persuaded his dad, a retired Bible salesman, to do a clip on how 

to hold a Bible. It was J. Corden’s response to Donald Trump’s photo op in front of  St. James 

Church earlier this week. (https://www.youtube.com/user/TheLateLateShow).  

St. James Church is nicknamed “the church of  presidents” because it is located just 

across Lafayette Square from the White House so most presidents have walked over and 

prayed there. Presidents have not worshipped on Sunday mornings at St. James because they 

are all Episcopalians—our last President and First Lady to be Episcopalians were George H. 

W. & Barbara Bush. Bill Clinton and Barak & Michelle Obama are Baptists. George W. & 

Laura Bush, and Hillary Clinton are United Methodists. The reason sitting presidents attend 

worship at St. James is because from the Secret Service point of  view it is the easiest local 

church building to keep presidents safe in hard times when our president desires “to be 

normal” and attend Sunday  worship. Therefore, it is not unusual in hard times for our 

president to walk across Lafayette Square to St. James while carrying his Bible.  

 I assume you have all watched or read the news source you prefer about Trump’s walk 

to St. James, so I will not retell it here. What I will tell you is that I am stunned by the wide, 

unified response of  American Christian leaders of  all races and political stripes. While black 

theologians and preachers are getting the lead in popular news, the response of  condemnation 

for using the Bible as a prop also includes the president of  Wheaton—a conservative Christian 

university in Illinois—who voted for Trump in 2016 and prays for him daily.  

Few people pay attention to preachers and theologians now. Those too young to 

remember the 1992 Los Angeles riots that followed the acquittal of  the four police officers 

who beat Rodney King are far more likely now listening to popular cultural persuaders than 

preachers. This is why the clip on “How to Hold the Bible” from The Late, Late Show with James 

Corden is so important to all of  us who pray. James Corden is now as widely watched by my 

https://www.youtube.com/user/TheLateLateShow


children’s generation as Johnny Carson was by my parents’ generation. When the Bible and 

how to hold it is a topic of  The Late, Late Show, we should at least respectfully listen. 

 What impressed me was how Malcom Corden, the recently retired Bible salesman who 

is logically and apparently a Boomer, seized his fifteen minutes of  fame to bring a word from 

God to his son’s viewers. M. Corden closed his clip by reading from his open Bible. He chose 

Psalm 37, one of  his favorites. Here it is in the New International Version, which I think is the 

translation M. Corden read. 

Psalm 37, Of David. 
1 Do not fret because of  those who are evil 
    or be envious of  those who do wrong; 
2 for like the grass they will soon wither, 
    like green plants they will soon die away. 
 
3 Trust in the Lord and do good; 
    dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 
4 Take delight in the Lord, 
    and he will give you the desires of  your heart. 
 
5 Commit your way to the Lord; 
    trust in him and he will do this: 
6 He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, 
    your vindication like the noonday sun. 
 
7 Be still before the Lord 
    and wait patiently for him; 
do not fret when people succeed in their ways, 
    when they carry out their wicked schemes. 
 
8 Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; 
    do not fret—it leads only to evil. 

 

Together, the Cordens, father and son, closed their conversation focused on “do not 

fret,” as part of  what we are called to do.   

Let us pray.  

God of  mercy, we acknowledge this midday pause of  refreshment as one of  

your many generous gifts. Look kindly upon our work this day; may it be made 



perfect in your time. May our purpose and prayers be pleasing to you. This we ask 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 Thursday is the fifth day of  the week. In that first week of  creation, this is what God 

was doing with his fifth day:  

Genesis 1:20-23 Common English Bible (copied and pasted from biblegateway.com) 

20 God said, “Let the waters swarm with living things, and let birds fly above the earth 

up in the dome of the sky.” 21 God created the great sea animals and all the tiny living things 

that swarm in the waters, each according to its kind, and all the winged birds, each according to 

its kind. God saw how good it was. 22 Then God blessed them: “Be fertile and multiply and 

fill the waters in the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.” 23 There was evening and 

there was morning: the fifth day. 

 

 

 

 

 

That is a harder passage to mull on than Psalm 37, is it not? There were no human 

beings present on the fifth day of  the first week. Sometimes, I wonder about the human who 

was inspired by the Spirit to put the words of  this chapter to paper. I think about the humans 

who for millennia copied it and passed it along. This passage survived Noah’s flood, 

Abraham’s wandering to find the Promised Land, and Joseph leading the Mediterranean 

region in surviving a famine as his pharaoh’s right-hand man. And that’s just Genesis.  

According to one popular meme, “My current record for getting through bad days so 

far is 100%.”  Today will hold many things, but on His fifth day God was not focused on 

creating the sun—that was day 4—or human beings—that was day 6. In the Exodus version 

of  the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:8-11), we are commanded to keep the Sabbath 

because God kept the Sabbath and we are made in the image of  God to be imitators of  God.  

Therefore, today, the fifth day of  my week, how am I called to imitate God? For me, it 

is what I have asked us all to do as a spiritual practice this week where the Scripture celebrates 

our Creator, go outdoors and look for your Creator making all things new. Join God in the 

work of  the fifth day, a day dedicated to caring for animals. Rather than fret about human 

behavior, today let us care for the animals, domestic and wild, who live in creation with us.  



 Grace abounds! Rev. Dawn 

 

 

 


