
Your Daily Church Epistle 

Tuesday, 2 June 2020 

Hello Church! 

 Today, look around you, as you read. Where are you? In my mind, you read these Daily 

Church Epistles at home. Of course, with our pocket word processors (smartphones) you 

might not be at home, but in my mind you are.  

 What is home? As the Wednesday study group reads our last assignment of  Anxious for 

Nothing by Max Lucado, a short passage stood out to me as we think about Genesis 1 in our 

time together this week.  

But first, let’s pray.  

God of  mercy, we acknowledge this midday pause of  refreshment as one of  your 

many generous gifts. Look kindly upon our work this day; may it be made perfect in 

your time. May our purpose and prayers be pleasing to you. This we ask through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Our scripture for today is Genesis 1: 26 to 2:4. Please remember to read it slowly two or three 

times, paying attention to what word speaks to you. This is our practice of  lectio divina—holy 

reading. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make humanity in our image to resemble us so that they 

may take charge of  the fish of  the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the earth, 

and all the crawling things on earth.” 

27 God created humanity in God’s own image, 

        in the divine image God created them, 

            male and female God created them. 

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and 

master it. Take charge of  the fish of  the sea, the birds in the sky, and everything 

crawling on the ground.” 29 Then God said, “I now give to you all the plants on the 

earth that yield seeds and all the trees whose fruit produces its seeds within it. These will 

be your food. 30 To all wildlife, to all the birds in the sky, and to everything crawling on 

the ground—to everything that breathes—I give all the green grasses for food.” And 

that’s what happened. 31 God saw everything he had made: it was supremely good. 

There was evening and there was morning: the sixth day. 



2 The heavens and the earth and all who live in them were completed. 2 On the sixth 

day God completed all the work that he had done, and on the seventh day God rested 

from all the work that he had done. 3 God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 

because on it God rested from all the work of  creation. 4 This is the account of  the 

heavens and the earth when they were created. 

 (The Common English Bible, copied and pasted from biblegateway.com) 

What spoke to your heart? 

 

 

 

 

 

What spoke to my heart was 2:1, “the heavens and the earth and all who live in them . . 

..” Last night Margie Close, Deacon Susan, and I attended our last circuit meeting of  the 

program year via Zoom. In these weeks of  many hours of  Zoom meetings, I have been 

working on a new habit of  going outside right after meetings and staying there for at least 15 

minutes—to enjoy our yard, to listen for birds, to pull some weeds, to see my backyard 

neighbors. Last night it was twilight as I went out with my popsicle and sat on a yard chair. 

John had mowed earlier in the evening and frankly our backyard has the beautiful lawn of  a 

skilled gardener. Mickey laid down near my feet. Looking through our raspberries and over the 

fence, I could see my backyard neighbor, who is in the Minnesota National Guard and had 

been deployed to Minneapolis, was home again. All our neighbors had lights on in rooms that 

face our shared memory of  Eden. We were all at home. We were all safely at home in the 

heavens and earth our Creator made.  

Frankly, I slept well until I woke up because Mickey was barking loudly this morning to 

go outside and greet Duke and Dudley, his dog neighbors. Bless his heart, he cut off  my 

dream of shrimp scampi at Sammie D’s in Dinkytown off. The only way I get shrimp scampi 

at Sammie D’s in Dinkytown anymore is in my dreams—Sammie D’s has been long closed, 

Mama D’Agostino was in her late 60’s when I was in my early 20’s, but in my dreams she still 

serves amazing shrimp scampi. Maybe when we are all at the promised feast in Revelation, 

Mama D will bring shrimp scampi to share. 

Which leads me back to reading tomorrow’s assignment. Here is what caught my heart 

so much that I wanted to share it with you.  



“To be at home is to feel safe. The residence is a place of  refuge and security. 

“To be at home is to be comfortable. You can pad around wearing slippers and 

a robe.  

“To be at home is to be familiar. When you enter the door, you needn’t consult 

the blueprint to find the kitchen. 

“Our aim—our only aim—is to be at home in Christ. He is not a roadside park 

or hotel room. He is our permanent mailing address. Christ is our home. He is our 

place of  refuge and security. We are comfortable in his presence, free to be our 

authentic selves. We know our way around in him. We know his heart and his ways.” 

(p. 104 of  the e-reader edition, Max Lucado, Anxious for Nothing, Thomas Nelson 

Publishing 2017)    

 This heaven and earth, made by God’s word and where the Holy Trinity keeps Sabbath 

every seventh day, is our home. Just as we were all created in God’s image, we were all gifted by 

God with this beautiful world as our home.  

 This morning the local news I watch at 7 began at the memorial to George Floyd 

located where he died. The reporter and cameraman captured the peace now present in that 

sacred space. Sure, the memory of  sin was there, but its power had vanished. In their report 

they told of  George’s faith through a clip of  his youngest brother speaking to the crowd 

yesterday afternoon. George Floyd was a Christian who departed this mortal life in that place 

and is now at home with God. As we commend his soul to God, may we work with Christ to 

realize what we pray, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done.” 

 Today is the third day of our week. In the creation story, on the third day God created 

dry land and brought forth plant life. Yesterday, I challenged you to do some “extreme 

reading.” If  you are like John and I there are two or three places that you use regularly indoors 

for your reading because the chair is comfortable, and the light is good. By extreme reading, I 

am challenging you to go outdoors to read and ponder Genesis 1:1 to 2:4. You probably will 

need to grab a paper Bible rather than an e-reader. Please try this, see what it is to read this 

ancient celebration of  God making our home while you are safely at home in God’s creation, 

outside the boundaries of  human construction.  

 May the peace of  God that passes all understanding be yours today.  

 Grace will abound! Rev. Dawn  


