
Your Daily Church Epistle 

Wednesday, 27 May2020 

Hello Church!  

 It has been a remarkably busy 24 hours! Please forgive the typos, once again my brain is 
running faster than my poor fingers can type. Let’s begin with the news you can use.  

 Our Accountable Leadership Board (ALB) met last night. Here are five decisions made 
about in sanctuary worship for your planning.  

1. June 21 is the earliest date we will resume sanctuary worship, Lord willing and the 
St. Croix County Health Department gives us a green light.  

2. Masks must be worn. If you do not have a mask, we will have one for you—although 
unlike Menard’s we will not charge you for the mask we give you. It is difficult to breath 
well enough to sing while wearing a 2-layer woven cotton mask recommended by the 
CDC, but the worship team will discuss and decide how we can have live performance 
music. At this stage, if you love to come to church because you love to stand and sing, I 
must warn you that congregational singing is the least likely singing that will happen as the 
Covid-19 experience and research unfolds.  

3. Congregation capacity will not exceed 25% of capacity.; for us that is 28 people 
excluding essential worship team members. Only pews without pew pads will be available 
for seating as we begin, sanitizing upholstery takes a good deal more than I ever imagined. 
To make this work you will need to make a reservation with the office to be guaranteed a 
seat. Otherwise, just like at Lake Elmo Inn in the good old days, it will be first come, first 
served based on 25% capacity.  

4. The Sunday morning services will be at 8:30 and at 10:30. The Zoom prayer 
services will continue at 9:30 on Sunday morning and 7:00 p.m. Wednesday night. 
If you have not responded to the earlier survey or if you responded that you want 
sanctuary worship, I will be calling you after June 7 when details are even firmer. It is not 
too late to communicate to the office that you will be using either the podcast service, the 
e-mailed service, or the surface mailed service for your at-home worship. If you would let 
the office know, that would be appreciated by me very, very much. 

5. Podcast worship is here to stay. It will not stop when the pandemic all-clear has 
been sounded and masks in public are only a memory of how we made it through. 
Our ALB is investing both employment dollars and equipment dollars in making certain 
that the podcast does not end with the pandemic coming to resolution. If you prefer to do 
restricted giving, it takes between 6 and 10 hours a week of labor and, based on ALB 
market research, would cost us about $375 in videographer fees alone. To date John has 



been doing our videography as pastor’s husband for the love of our church and his wife. 
However, the videography work must be made “pastor proof,” that is if Bishop Jung 
moves me to Milwaukee (not likely but always a possibility one must consider as a 
Methodist), John leaves with me. My successor may not be married to a videographer and 
our church would need to employ one to continue the podcast. Therefore, if the podcast is 
of deep value to you and you want to make a restricted gift to podcast production, please 
use a check and mail it to Finance Secretary, Hudson United Methodist Church, 1401 
Laurel Ave. Hudson 54016. Thank you. 

 

Enough of all of that! It is time to pray!  

God of mercy, we acknowledge this midday pause of refreshment as one of 
your many generous gifts. Look kindly upon our work this day; may it be made 
perfect in your time. May our purpose and prayers be pleasing to you. This we ask 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Our Scripture for today is Acts 2: 14-18, Common English Bible 
(www.biblegateway.com): 

14 Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared, “Judeans and 
everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to my words! 15 These people aren’t 
drunk, as you suspect; after all, it’s only nine o’clock in the morning! 16 Rather, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 

17 In the last days, God says, 

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

    Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 

    Your young will see visions. 

    Your elders will dream dreams. 

18     Even upon my servants, men and women, 

        I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

        and they will prophesy. (Check this out by looking up Joel 2:28-32.)  

 

 



 

 

 

 What caught your heart or mind or both as you read this? For me it was that it is one of 
my favorite Scriptures. It is also Peter’s first sermon. After our dive into 1 Peter last month, 
either Peter was a better preacher than he was a writer—it happens often—or Luke who knew 
and loved Peter smoothed his rough edges. But that is me arguing with Bible scholars who 
don’t preach and may not interest you at all.  

 But that quote! It is from the prophet Joel, and I don’t know that I have a single word 
or subphrase that catches me today. I have known this quote for as long as I have known I 
have a call to ministry. When I was young, I saw visions. Now that I am old—at least by New 
Testament life expectancy—I dream dreams. Our quick pivot to podcast worship began as a 
dream last October before anyone in America, and that includes our spies, had heard of 
Covid-19. It was a tough sell until March 15, but then that dream quickly became a working 
outline our worship team has so fully embraced that it is amazing.  

 Perhaps this makes me the least qualified writer for an epistle that is supposed to lift 
you up as you face Covid-19. Perhaps you read this as “Pastor is running so far ahead of me 
that I can’t keep up!” But you can.  

 All of us have a life verse. This one just happens to be mine.  

We also each have special skills, things we find so easy to do that we cannot understand 
why others struggle to do the same thing. This is one of the first signs of a vocation, a calling. 
For just a moment because Connie is covering Kathy’s work while Kathy is on vacation, let 
me contrast Kathy and Connie.  

When Kathy is on vacation and Connie covers the desk for Kathy. This works well 
because Connie is just as capable of the daily pastor support part of the Church Administrator 
job as Kathy is. But Connie is nowhere near as computer literate as Kathy. There are ideas I 
have from other websites that all I have to do is show Kathy the website so she can see what I 
am asking for and it is done.  

But when I am thinking as “Hudson Pharisee of Masks,” Kathy understands that the 
CDC specification for an effective cloth mask is two-layers of cotton. She would have 
understood little the conversation Connie and I had by phone this morning about 
SewMuchNeed made masks we will give away for to worshippers. The easiest example of our 
conversation is that for a mask to fit most women the finished length is 6.5 inches from over 



the nose to under the chin, but to fit my tall Nordic husband that same measurement is 7.5 
inches. An easy conversation for two experienced seamstresses who both know that cutting is 
far more difficult than operating a sewing machine. Not as flashy, but it takes much more skill.  

Perhaps you have not discovered your life verse yet. That is okay, it is not a process to 
be pushed but an “AHA!” that comes as your keep on reading Scripture. But do you do know 
what your vocation is? Your vocation is when your passions, your skills, and your knowledge 
meet the world’s great need in the life you are living today.  

Like Peter had a vocation to lead the church, you have a vocation. One day it was to 
publicly preach the first Christian sermon. Thirty years later it was to write two general episles 
to the church in all ages and places. Perhaps Peter was a more charismatic preacher than he 
was an epistle writer but in his willingness to be Christ’s follower no matter what his 
circumstance, Peter helps us all have visions and dream dreams, and to help be part of the 
answer to our shared prayer “Our Father . . . Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.”  

As a reminder, this week our common prayer work is to hold in prayer all those who 
are struggling with depression an anxiety because of their personal experience due to Covid-19.  

Grace will win! It always does!  

Rev. Dawn 

  

 


