
 

 

22, May 2020 
 
From Rev. Susan Amann, Deacon: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ! Has anyone told you today that you are loved? You are! 
I’m grateful to be writing to you today. I am sharing two things: 
today’s epistle and an update and witness about my ministry in 
the world. The update and witness is attached to this email and 
will be mailed to our members and friends who are keeping 
connected via the postal service. 
 
 Today’s scripture reading is Acts 1:6-14. Read this passage 
a few times; read it out loud because that is a different 
experience than silently reading it. In Acts 1:1-5, Jesus is with his 
disciples and telling them they will be baptized by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 As a result, those who had gathered together asked Jesus, 
“Lord, are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel now?” Jesus 
replied, “It isn’t for you to know the times or seasons that the 
Father has set by his own authority. Rather, you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.” 
 After Jesus said these things, as they were watching, he was 
lifted up and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was 
going away and as they were staring toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood next to them. They said, “Galileans, 
why are you standing here, looking toward heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way that you saw him go into heaven.” 
 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, 
which is near Jerusalem—a sabbath day’s journey away. When 
they entered the city, they went to the upstairs room where they 
were staying. Peter, John, James, and Andrew; Philip and 
Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James, Alphaeus’ son; 
Simon the zealot; and Judas, James’ son—all were united in their 



 

 

devotion to prayer, along with some women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 What is the Holy Spirit saying to you? 
 
 The gathered’s question to Jesus caught my attention the 
first time I read this: “Lord, are you going to restore the kingdom 
to Israel now?” I’ve been asking Jesus about restoration since the 
Covid-19 crisis started. Lord, when will we get a handle on this 
virus, and when we can get back to normal? What should and will 
our new normal be? Lord, when will our anxiety lessen and our 
confidence grow? Jesus’ answer to his followers seems less than 
satisfying. He says that only God knows when Israel will be 
restored, and by the way, it’s not your business to know!  
 For people who want certainty and answers, that is tough to 
hear, myself included. One of the challenging things about this 
time in our lives is the ambiguity. We don’t know how many more 
people will get Covid-19 and if we will have a surge. Many wonder 
when they should travel, see people, and feel safe to dine at a 
restaurant again. We don’t know when church will open for 
worship. We don’t know what the future holds. While the 
ambiguity feels as unsatisfying as Jesus’ answer to his followers, 
it can cause a whole host of emotions including anxiety, despair, 
anger, and sadness. Jesus did offer them something, though. He 
said that the Holy Spirit will come upon them and that they will 
be his witnesses.  
 In subsequent readings of this passage, I was struck by 
what his followers did after he ascended. They “united in their 
devotion to prayer”. They went to the upstairs room and prayed 
together. What a wonderful example they set for us. In their 
uncertainty, and perhaps in their anxiety, anger and despair, they 
prayed. They took it to God. I wonder if they prayed to God about 
what their witness would be. Praying is their witness for us.  



 

 

 How has your prayer life been? Some have a gift for it - for 
spontaneous spoken prayer, for writing prayers, for praying 
without ceasing. For others, it is a practice that, let’s be honest, 
can be a struggle. We do not know in what form or with what 
words the followers prayed. All we know is that they turned their 
hearts to God after this significant event, after this final earthly 
encounter with Jesus, in the midst of all they were feeling, in the 
midst of the unknown. This is their witness. 
 What will be your witness of Jesus and his love during this 
time? Will it be your prayers? Will your witness be making 
decisions in this time of pandemic based on love of God and 
neighbor? Will it be living our heritage’s three simple rules of do 
no harm, do good, and follow the ordinances of God? Will your 
witness be to love others by encouraging them when they are 
struggling? Will it be by giving your gifts in whatever ways you 
can? Will it be putting others before yourself? Will it be extending 
love and grace to those with whom you disagree? 
 God will lead you to what your witness will be. I encourage 
you to pray about it. And if you just don’t know what to say in 
prayer, I offer this to you: 
 Jesus, these are uncertain times. When I feel anxious, give 
me peace. When I feel despair, give me hope. When I feel sad, 
help me to see your goodness. Show me how to be a witness to 
your life and love, especially in this time of pandemic. Amen. 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Deacon Susan 


