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 This past Thursday, 21 May, was Ascension Day. If you can read the Daily Church 
Epistle by e-mail you may have read that this year I was caught by Christ’s words “stay. . . 
until.” (Luke 24:49) This past Thursday was also my sermon writing day. In pre-Covid days, 
sermon first draft writing was Thursday morning. But the Daily Church Epistle has shifted my 
writing routines. I write an Epistle on Thursday morning and shift gears to the final draft of the 
sermon on Thursday afternoon.  

 In my transition between the Epistle and my sermon, I tidied up my writing table. It 
was then I decided my three-ring binder I use to organize temporary papers for my Covid on-
line ministry needed index dividers. Using binders to organize myself is a long-standing habit 
from back in sixth grade, so in my studio on the bottom shelf of a tall bookcase I keep my 
binder supplies. There are two piles, one for college ruled note paper and one for various 
binder parts and empty binders. The empty binders are always on the top of the parts pile. 
Over time, my index dividers had migrated lower since my studio was first set up. Fool that I 
am, I thought I could wiggle out those index dividers, but the entire pile tumbled down and 
out of its shelf. 

 Tidying up, I noticed one binder was full of paper. It was a misplaced binder from a 
particularly important class from my last semester of undergraduate studies in organizational 
administration at Northwestern College (now Northwestern University) in Roseville. The class 
focused on leadership and helped me begin to develop some leadership skills I still use daily. 
These skills are to a pastor what scales are to a musician. Their daily practice never ends while 
one is in active ministry, but they do become second nature over time. Because I am already 
re-reading an equally important book from seminary days on leadership, I decided to re-read 
my younger self. One tab was for a typed course journal. As I turned the second page in that 
section, the third page was turned in for grading blank—who knows why—but my professor, 
Dr. Jon Easterling, had filled it with a doodled self-portrait!  
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 Oh, the memories of a wonderful time in my life his doodle brought back to me! Have 
you ever found an old picture that does this for you?  

 The scholars who selected our lectionary texts chose a prayer Jesus prayed the night 
before he died for our Gospel today, the Sunday between Ascension Day and before 
Pentecost Sunday. Those scholars were calling the Church to look back at Christ and who He 
wanted us as his church to be. In a way, looking at this prayer Jesus prayed on our behalf is a 
lot like finding a doodled self portrait of an influential professor in an old class binder. This 
written record of Jesus’ prayer helps us remember both who we once were and who Christ is 
still praying that we will become. 

 Just as Lent always begins on Ash Wednesday, forty workdays before Easter, 
Ascension Day always falls on the fortieth day of Easter including Sundays, so always falls on a 
Thursday. Unless you lived in a monastery or seminary or attended daily mass at a cathedral, 
you probably have not celebrated Ascension Day in the last millennium. As a Holy Day in the 
year, its observance is very minor. And yet every time we recite the Apostles’ Creed, we say 
“(Christ) ascended into heaven and now sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.” 

 The actual day Christ ascended into heaven, he went to Bethany—Mary and Martha’s 
house perhaps—with the remaining disciples. (Luke 24:44-53) According to Luke, Christ told 
the disciples to stay in Jerusalem and pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Luke is the 
only Gospel writer of the four to report Christ’s ascension to the Church.  

 It is fair to imagine that in those days between Christ’s ascension and the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, the disciples were guided by prayers they had heard Jesus pray. 
They were probably guided mainly by The Lord’s Prayer. But this prayer of Jesus that we are 
rereading today was certainly fresh in their memory as well.  

 Jesus prayed on the idea of giving glory, of lifting another person up with praise. First, 
Jesus asked the Father to glorify his Son so the Son could glorify the Father. Jesus then 
acknowledge his work on earth was done and he prays for us.  

“And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one.” (John 17:11)  

Jesus prayed that God the Father would lift us up, glorify us. Please stay with me as I 
guide us through a reflecting on Jesus the Christ praying for you, for me, for us. There is a 
large blank space left there on purpose where you could write if you wanted. 



Showing Christ’s Glory D. J. Ramstad P a g e  | 3 

 

Do you remember who you once were? Do you remember who you were in those 
years after being raised in the church when you drifted away first from worship with the 
church, then from your faith, and finally from God? Do you remember how you felt the day 
the Church hurt you and it was so hard for you to come back? Do you remember a special day 
when you first knew that Christ had forgiven you for sinning? Who were you then? 

 

 

 

 

 

When you think about Jesus Christ praying for us, what do you see? What do you hear? 
What is the tone in his voice? Does he just pray for us as a group, or do you hear him praying 
for you as an individual as well? As Christ prays for all of us, he also prays for each one of us. 
Do you hear him praying for you?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, how do you need Our Father’s protection now? Do you need protection for 
your spirit and mind as you continue to stay safe at home as Covid-19 grabs the greater Twin 
Cities region? Do you need protection for your health as you go out to work? How can the 
Father lift you up in these difficult days where we all have related but different challenges in 
what we must do? How can Christ glorify you so you can glorify Him?  
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  Take as much of today as you need to pray with Christ about these questions. You can 
be as specific in writing your answers as you need to be. Your writing is between you and 
Christ.  

One blessing of a written sermon and worship by podcast is that both will be waiting 
for your right time to read or watch as you pray. Monday is a federal holiday so Kathy has the 
day off and there will be no one to send you a Daily Church Epistle. But you could choose to 
use this Memorial Day 2020 for the spiritual work of praying from your memories. I hope you 
do, and if you do, know Christ and many who love you are praying with you.  

 Please, let us now bow and join our hearts and voices in an ancient prayer for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit:  

 

Come Holy Spirit.  

Fill the hearts of us, your faithful, and kindle in us the fire of your love.  

O God who by the power of the Holy Spirit has always instructed the hearts of the faithful,  

grant that by the same Spirit we may be truly wise  

and every enjoy your loving care for each of us.  

Amen. 

  


