
Your Daily Pastoral Epistle, Wednesday, 20 May 2020 

Hello Church!  

            Wasn’t Harriet’s contribution yesterday wonderful? I read it in the afternoon after a day 

when I spent with many hours in meetings by either Zoom or phone. When I opened Harriet’s 

epistle, it was my first opportunity to experience what it is like to have a word of hope to arrive 

on a workday when I was weary. Not that I have not been reading the Friday writers on Saturday, 

I have. But I do not read them in the same time frames that many of you say you read my 

epistles.  

            One of Tuesday’s meetings was with John Duntley, our Accountable Leadership Board 

(ALB) Chair, as we prepared for our meeting on Tuesday, 26 May 2020. There are three items 

the ALB will discuss that I ask you to hold in prayer.  

The first prayer request is for us all to pray about our summer worship schedule. Last 

year, summer worship was been a single service on Sunday and a second mid-week service on 

Wednesday near sunset. Well, to practice social distancing in these COVID times that won’t 

work! Here is what I now know that is firm and could be helpful for your decision making and 

planning. (1) Our podcast service is here to stay. If you are still safer at home, you can still find 

our worship on either YouTube or Facebook and our Zoom prayer service will be gathering at 

9:15 rather than 9:00. (2) To practice social distancing, we will need to adhere to our February 

worship schedule of 8:30 and 10:30 when we resume sanctuary services. (3) Between services, 

we will not be able to offer coffee, but we will need volunteers to help Mike Galloway sanitize 

the sanctuary and entry surfaces quickly. As our custodian, Mike has taken the responsibility to 

learn what are the best practices according to the City of Hudson for sanitizing a public space.  

Both the ALB and the worship team will need wisdom to sort out mountains of details to 

make all of this as safe as possible for as many as possible. Please pray for the worship team and 

the Accountable Leadership Board as they debate and decide how we can best be a church for all 

generations with open minds, open hearts, and open doors. 

The second prayer request is about our outreach to our own folks who are homebound. 

Another call I made was to Kathy O’Connell at Wintergreen with some questions HAMA has 

about worship in senior housing. I learned from Kathy that some Wintergreen residents are 

uncomfortable or unfamiliar with using an I-pad or tablet to watch our podcast on either 

YouTube or Facebook. The team at CCH are working on how to do COVID safe tutoring so 

those of you who live at Wintergreen will be able to join our Sunday worship while remaining 

safe at Wintergreen. OOPS!! That is information couched in a prayer request, back to the prayer 

request.  

The prayer request is that we hold our homebound folks in prayer. Perhaps in our prayers, 

as regulations are relaxed we might find a way to tutor other homebound members on how to use 

the technology they already have to its fullest extent, which is beyond using Facebook to view 

photographs of their great-grandchildren. By the way, if you are using Facebook to see pictures 

of grandchildren, our church Facebook page is “Hudson United Methodist Church.” If you “like” 



our page every Sunday morning our worship podcast will be right there at the top of your feed 

and you won’t have to look farther than you now look to see your ever-growing family. Why 

does this prayer request keep turning into other things: announcements and calls to serve?  

The third prayer request is for our own wisdom as we each adapt our well-known 

Wisconsin approaches to drinking to how we choose to live with COVID-19 as a known health 

risk. All the implications of living in a border town with a bridge over the St. Croix while 

Minnesota does one thing and Wisconsin does another are with us once again. (Although 

according to last night’s news, the Minnesota governor may close that gap as Kathy is hitting our 

send button.) As the Wisconsin Tavern League says, our Supreme Court expects us to “Drink 

Wisconsinably.” Is that phrase familiar? We have a lot of border towns with Minnesota, Iowa, 

and Illinois where this little bumper sticker/street sign with its gentle humor is posted by the 

tavern’s door which diners enter to enjoy Friday Fish Fry! This beautiful execution of an 

important idea can apply to more than just an Old Fashioned with your unlimited Beer Batter 

Cod and coleslaw.  

For a golden moment last summer, Minnesota finally made Sunday liquor sales legal and 

for the first time in my life, both states were on the same page about alcohol sales.  Last week, 

the Wisconsin Supreme Court removed all regulations and expected us to behave 

“Wisconsinably” while Minnesota’s attorney general came down hard on a St. Cloud bar owner 

who attempted to open now. Last weekend, Hudson and North Hudson were full of Minnesota 

license plates and video-photographs of 2nd Street made the CBS morning news on Monday! As 

a proud retired waitress, I am very thankful Minnesotans want to contribute to our tourism 

economy, but as your pastor, I am concerned we at risk to see a spike in our COVID-19 rates in 

two to three weeks.  

But will that stop me from going across the bridge to Kowalski’s? Probably not. There 

are products I miss from Family Fresh not sold at County Market, although I am so thankful 

County Market gave me back Duke’s Mayonnaise! As a Wisconsin foodie, I must take 

responsibility for my decisions about my own health and my Christian ethics when it comes to 

masks, hand sanitizers, and driving over the I-94 bridge. At the same time, I must show others 

the same respect for their decisions that I expect them to show me. And for some of our 

members, this is the decision to go to Minnesota often because the work that provides their daily 

bread is there. 

When I do go to Minnesota to shop, I wear a mask and am firm with others who 

intentionally cross my 6 feet of social distancing. As a girl, my mom taught me that just because 

a boy wants to get close, I don’t have to let him unless I want to. And she taught my brothers 

when a girl says “no” she means “no.” The same general principle must apply to those who wear 

masks and those who do not. We all need to be asking the Lord for personal wisdom for our 

unique situation.  

The angels are calling us all to prayer, I think I can hear our chimes down here in my 

studio, the angelus must be here again. Let us turn to page 444 of Disciplines 2020. 

Sisters and brothers, let us pray: 



God of mercy, we acknowledge this midday pause of refreshment as one of your 

many generous gifts. Look kindly upon our work this day; may it be made perfect in your 

time. May our purpose and prayers be pleasing to you. This we ask through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Our Scripture for today is from 1 Peter 4:12-13; 5:6-11. Here is the part that spoke to me 

as I practiced lectio divina, that listening for the Spirit speaking through the word to me. If it 

doesn’t speak to you, you may want to look up and read 1 Peter 5:6-11 for yourself. Our writer 

for today had some excellent insights as well. 

“Dear friends, don’t be surprised about the fiery trials that have come among you to test 

you. These are not strange happenings. Instead, rejoice as you share Christ’s suffering. 

You share his suffering now so that you may also have overwhelming joy when his glory 

is revealed. If you are mocked because of Christ’s name, you are blessed, for the Spirit of 

glory—indeed, the Spirit of God—rests on you.”  

(1 Peter 4:12-14) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Peter, the first bishop of the Church, knew well how the church faced discord and “fiery 

trials!” Often, the Bible finds me where I live in the moment and demands I live Christ’s way. 

These trials we face—these differences of opinion about personal choice and civic 

responsibility—are not a call to prove myself right. According to Peter and all the other epistle 

writers, they are an opportunity for me to share Christ’s suffering. These fiery trials are an 

opportunity for each of us to grow and change now as Christ is calling us to grow more like him. 

It is not a call for us to join the fray and do God’s job by judging other people’s sins. Our word is 

to join Christ’s suffering and examine our own souls to find the sin Christ desires me to repent. 

When, not if, when we are mocked for doing what Christ leads us to do, we share his suffering.  

One reason among many that Christ suffered was that both the Pharisees and his own 

disciples were hard-headed about how things should be done. As a loving parent, my heart hurts 

when my children are being hard-headed with each other. And if it hurts my human-made-in-the-

image-of-God mother’s heart, how much more must our hardheaded behavior with each other 

contribute to Christ’s suffering?  



I imagine that last bit may have been a hard read for some today. But I only ask that you 

forgive me my trespasses in the same way you want me to forgive you yours. How about if we 

close by singing along with Charles Wesley. 

He breaks the pow’r of cancelled sin.  

He sets the prisoner free.  

His blood can make the foulest clean.  

His blood availed for me!  (Charles Wesley, O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing.) 

Grace will abound!  

dawn    

 


