
Greetings Church!  

I am your guest writer for today. 

I can look out my window and see crab apple trees in full bloom.  I love spring weather.  My 

garden is starting to grow.  It is the time of new life.  It is so important to find things that bring 

us joy.  Whether there are troubling times or happy times there is always joy if we look for it.  

Today, our lectionary readings are 1 Peter 4: 12-14, 5: 6-11 and John 17: 1-11. I find it is often 

interesting to ponder the scripture readings and figure out what they can say to me for today.  In 

this time of being quarantined, there are writings from so long ago that influence me today. In 1 

Peter 4: 12-14, Peter talks about fiery trials and rejoicing as we share Christ’s suffering.  Well, 

the trials of today are very hard for us each in our own way.  How can I rejoice in suffering and 

why?  I wonder if the point that Peter is making since you are going to suffer in this life 

anyway, you might as well make it count. In other words, if you are going to be judged for 

everything that you say, do, or think, you might as well make every single second of your life 

count so you are always trying to do good and reflect God’s love.   

And 1 Peter 5: 6-11 tells us to throw our anxiety onto him. Keep alert, resist your 

accuser.  Know your fellow believers are enduring the same suffering. Know God will restore, 

empower, and strengthen you. What caught my attention is, we too face challenges and 

struggles in life. Like the recipients of Peter’s letter, we are expected to remain steadfast in 

trials, portraying a positive witness for the Lord. So, – how does one overcome adversity and 

remain influential in a culture that is opposed to everything we hold dear? There is only one 

way for me, and that is through the guidance of Christ. Apart from Him, I would suffer defeat 

and discouragement.  There is a power and strength from drawing on the connection with God. 

And John 17: 1-11 Is part of an entire chapter on prayer.  I liked the CEB version to read this 

section.  What spoke to me was that Jesus glorified God on earth by finishing the work God 

gave him to do.  If I am a child of God what am I doing to glorify him?  That answer would take 

pages and pages. 

It’s so important to really pay attention today to the people around us.  To know what we can do 

to reflect Gods love.  Also, remember to be grateful for all we have been given, even to rejoice 

as we share in Christ's suffering.  

Be thou my vision, o lord of my heart 

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light 

High king of heaven, my victory won, 



May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,  

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

Blessings, 

Harriet Enloe 

 


