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 It has been nine weeks since we dove into the deep end of the pool into the world of 
podcast worship. Now with the news this week from the Wisconsin Supreme Court and the 
Twin Cities stations coverage merging bars from the Milwaukee area interspersed with 
downtown Hudson, we are in some sort of next stage.  

Frankly, it reminds me of my second pregnancy. The births of our two sons were both 
planned. Their birthdays are 17 months and 9 day apart. We wanted our children to be 
emotionally close. One of our joys as parents in this time of Covid is that our children are 
emotionally close while physically far apart. But to experience this joy, I went through being 
pregnant while living with a toddler while John went living with me being pregnant while living 
with a toddler. There are many reasons why our third child came home by adoption.  

To this day, I could write a big book of survival notes for other women in the same 
situation. For example, I was stunned to find I needed my maternity pants to get through the 
afternoon and evening when I was only 9 weeks pregnant. I did not want to buy more 
maternity clothes that soon, but with a June baby, a November due date, and no internet, I had 
no other choice. I had to figure out either who could care for our son while I went to the mall 
or how long it would take for J.C. Penney’s to process my catalog phone order and deliver it.  
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As we enter this next stage of life with Covid, we feel surprised that after only nine 
weeks we are again called to apply both our faith and common-sense lessons learned in the 
school of life. The softer crisis of leaving Safer At Home needs both our faith and our learned 
common-sense lessons. 

Another very practical learning from my second pregnancy is particularly useful now. 
John and I took a childbirth refresher class for couples who were having a second child. Our 
instructor repeated over and over, “The best way to get ready for what is coming is to 
remember the last time you went through this.” In our first session, we told the stories of our 
previous deliveries and our instructor did a fifteen-minute review of birthing. In the second 
session, we focused on bringing our new baby home to our oldest son. We were encouraged 
to buy a baby doll and toy bottles so our toddler son could care for his baby while I cared for 
his sibling. In the third and final session, we brought our older son with us for a hospital tour. 
While his baby brother is now a thirty-year-old man, the lessons about memory as a tool for 
preparation learned from our birth instructor have paid off in dividends with every other crisis 
we have had to face since then.  

Not every life crisis is negative, but every life crisis is stressful. According to Google, “A 
crisis situation is defined as a stressful time in an individual's life when they experience a 
breakdown or disruption in their usual or normal daily activities or family functioning.” No 
one would call the planned birth of a second child to a married couple a negative experience. 
But as we lived it, it was a crisis. Almost everything was disrupted. Everything had to be 
figured out again in our new normal. For example, how do you grocery shop with a toddler 
and a newborn while your husband works more than a 40-hour week? My solution was to 
collaborate with John’s Grandma Hazel who watched the boys in her home on a weekday 
morning while I bought groceries for both homes. The disruption of a second baby led to 
three years of lovely weekly visits with Grandma Hazel and Grandpa Jim. 

In the past nine weeks, we have found new worship routines during Safer At Home. 
I’m hearing from a lot of folks how much they enjoy watching our worship podcast in their 
pajamas while drinking coffee. Our confirmands like sleeping late and watching in the 
afternoon with their families. Some of us, myself included, have taken the opportunity to 
attend other churches on-line. Kathy has heard from non-internet members that the “worship 
in an envelope” she mails every Monday now has a regular place in their midweek life. Most 
will want “worship in an envelope” to continue.  

We do have some early essential planning. We have had to make plans to baptize the 
England twins in a family-only service that will be included in the worship podcast the 
following Sunday. As Margaret prepares to move closer to her daughter in California, a small 
team is imagining a Covid-safe send off. It might be a drive-by, an idea we caught from Mike 
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O’Connell who is developing the means to do this for funerals. When we can’t do what we 
have always done, how will we respond to that deeply felt need for fellowship in the days of 
great joy and raw days of grief? 

What will we do? We will figure it out. We will begin with thanksgiving and memory. 
We will remember what we learned in March as we were suddenly forced to worship by mail 
and by podcasts.  

Today our Scripture is Psalm 66. Separated by centuries as we are from the poet 
inspired to write this psalm, we have no idea why it was first written. Because it is not 
attributed to David, perhaps it dates to the time after they rebuilt Solomon’s Temple. The first 
Temple was built during the reign of King David’s son, Solomon. It was destroyed during the 
Babylonian captivity when the prophet Daniel was taken captive to Babylon. The Second 
Temple was rebuilt under the leadership of Nehemiah at the permission of the Babylonian 
emperor. As they cleared the rubble of the first Temple, the people Nehemiah led found the 
Torah and other written worship materials. This psalm may have been there in the rubble. Or 
given its tone perhaps it was written when the Jewish people returned to Jerusalem and began 
worship either in the first Temple’s rubble or in the Second Temple still under construction. 
We do not know beyond what is written in the Old Testament, but Psalm 66’s tone and 
structure suggests worship at the then new Second Temple.  

What we do know is in Psalm 66 the people of God praise God for all God has done. 
Our sermon title for today comes from Psalm 66:5 “Come and see what God has done; he is 
awesome in his deeds among mortals.” The psalmist briefly remembers the Exodus, spends a 
stanza on being delivered from a hard time, and then says, “I will come into your house with 
burnt offerings.” (Psalm 66:8) That is why I think this psalm was written as the Second 
Temple was being built or dedicated.  One wonders if perhaps young Jesus sang this psalm as 
he went to the Temple in Jerusalem with his mother and adoptive father. (Luke 2:41-52) 

The most important memory is that God has provided and has answered our prayers. 

We have prayed for a long time about how to reach new people more effectively 
through worship. In this era of Covid, God has inspired both answers and the means to 
provide excellent at home worship opportunities. For years, at least since 2016 when I first 
arrived in Hudson, we have struggled with worship and the internet as a tool. But on March 22 
we were forced to figure it out now! I was suddenly grateful for the podcast viewing I did while 
recuperating from my surgery in October. I had a germ of an idea, just a germ, but it was 
enough that our first podcast was everything experts have said we should do with podcast 
worship. I was also grateful that Kathy was thinking about how we could deliver worship by 
surface mail to those who do not use the internet.  
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It was not smooth going at first! Among other things, we completely forgot to film an 
opening. When I took time to go back and look at that first podcast, there is a hasty opening 
where I am over-lit by our kitchen ceiling lights and wearing the church clothes I was wearing 
to run out the door to our building just in case someone came for the 8:30 service and I had to 
tell them worship was cancelled. In the weeks between, we have learned how much our 
camera set matters. I have learned to look into the camera lens, and leave my hair alone. John 
has perfected lighting me. John and I had fun on Saturday before this service, John and I have 
been out and about with our cameras to record the opening, the opening prayer, and “the 
ask”—what in sanctuary worship was once called “the offering.”    

Even with all the improvements, we have more to make. This week at the 9:00 Zoom 
prayer service will add communion. At 7:00 p.m. after Lynn and the youth have their small 
group time, there will begin an evening prayer service with at home communion. After that 
first week, we will see how they go and how often we should schedule communion this way 
over the summer. Based on experience with this church, I have a hunch both Morning Prayer 
and Communion and the Wednesday Sunset Communion Service will soon have a dedicated 
following. 

The worship team and I suspect our first post-Safer At Home worship service may be 
a bit lumpy, too. We have new chancel furniture and our original communion table has been 
repurposed into a worship welcome center as you enter. There is no more sign up wall—too 
germy! And the original cork is almost 50% gone as it is. The old communion table is where 
you will pick up a bulletin and leave your offering. There is a plan for hymnbooks if you really 
need them, but it is more complicated to explain than to do system based on what actually 
once worked at my seminary church in California. There is certainly still work for a welcome 
team that includes our former ushers and greeters.  

We have a plan, but it will still be lumpy. But we are blessed because have the memory 
of what used to be. We are blessed by our new learning about music in podcast worship.  

We do not have a confirmed date yet. There is so much whirling in the three primary 
sources I am listening to-- the St. Croix County Public Health Department, HAMA (the 
Hudson Area Ministerial Association), and our own Covid-19 task force of the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference.  Hopefully, you noticed that no Twin Cities media outlet is in that list.  

On that day, in the sanctuary, via podcast, and by US mail, we will come and hear what 
God has done for us. I would like to invite you to contribute to that great thanksgiving. A few 
minutes/paragraphs ago, you heard the sign-up wall can’t be used and is missing cork. But the 
cork strip is still there and will still hold push pins. Would you please help me turn it into a wall 
of praise? All you need is either a 3 by 5 card or a quarter-sheet of printer paper. Please share a 
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way God has been good to you while our sanctuary has been closed for worship. You can use 
either surface mail or an email to send it into the office. Then we will hang ribbons on the 
remaining cork and use paperclips to post your testimonies of what God has done for you.  

Then whenever it is safe for you to return to our building, you can read the testimony 
of what God has been doing in our church. Who knows, maybe we will write a new psalm!  

We will praise God with the ancients Israelites as they first prayed Psalm 66:  

Come close and listen, 
    all you who honor God; 
    I will tell you what God has done for me: 
My mouth cried out to him 
    with praise on my tongue. 
If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
    my Lord would not have listened. 
But God definitely listened. 
    He heard the sound of my prayer. 
Bless God! He didn’t reject my prayer; 
    he didn’t withhold his faithful love from me. 
 
       Amen. 

 

  

 

 


