
Your Daily Pastoral Epistle: Friday, 15 May 2020 

Thanks for this opportunity to “guest write” a devotion during this curious time!  Dan Dick, 
Assistant to the Bishop for the Wisconsin Conference. 

Today’s Scripture 

When a moderate south wind began to blow, they thought they could achieve their 
purpose; so they weighed anchor and began to sail past Crete, close to the shore. But 
soon a violent wind, called the northeaster, rushed down from Crete. Since the ship 
was caught and could not be turned with its head to the wind, we gave way to it and 
were driven. By running under the lee of a small island called Cauda we were scarcely 
able to get the ship’s boat under control. After hoisting it up they took measures to 
undergird the ship; then, fearing that they would run on the Syrtis, they lowered the sea-
anchor and so were driven. We were being pounded by the storm so violently that on 
the next day they began to throw the cargo overboard, and on the third day with their 
own hands they threw the ship’s tackle overboard. When neither sun nor stars 
appeared for many days, and no small tempest raged, all hope of our being saved was at 
last abandoned. (Acts 27:13-20) 

Today’s Devotion 

 Okay, I am going to make the assumption that I don’t need to draw out all the parallels 
between this passage and what we are now going through.  The metaphor of being storm-
tossed, out of control, despairing of life itself seems pretty much “on the nose.”  Perhaps the 
greatest challenge to the coronavirus pandemic at this point is trusting that our ship will 
survive.  Physically, financially, emotionally, relationally, and spiritually we feel at risk.  Not only 
at risk, but risk of annihilation. 

A common comment at this point is that things will never return to “normal” again, 
but upon closer examination this is a fairly meaningless observation.  We are living in a culture 
of immense and relentless change.  Normal hasn’t been normal for a very long time, and the 
real issue is our ability to respond to change and develop adaptive capacity to meet each new 
challenge.  At heart, this is the power and the purpose of our gospel: Jesus changed everything 
and the call to Christian faith is a call to a completely new and different reality. 

From the earliest calls to the first disciples, Jesus’ invitation was an invitation to leave 
behind all that was safe, comfortable, known, and beloved to embark on a journey fraught 
with peril, threat, danger, and ambiguity.  Who wouldn’t want that?  Because we have heard 
the gospel stories all our lives, they have become tame and mundane.  Following Jesus seems 
like a reasonable, helpful, and beneficial thing to do, and we are not fully in touch with the true 
costs. 



In the face of raging storms, our response is to be faith rather than fear.  When threats 
arise, the well-being and safety of our neighbor should be as much our concern as our own.  
Our daily purpose is to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger, care for the 
sick, and visit those in prison.  Loving and forgiving enemies, extending unconditional love to 
everyone, especially those with whom we disagree, refraining from judgment and 
condemnation – these are just a few of the baseline expectations of those who take up the 
cross of discipleship. 

But this is not simply what we do for the Christ because we love God.  No, this is what 
God does in and through us by our baptism and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.  Our 
courage, our faithfulness, our trust, and our assurance is grounded in the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
a gift freely given by God for those who believe. 

Truly, we are in a time of hurricane-level change and threat, completely beyond our 
control.  But we are wrapped in the life-preserver of God’s love, strength, mercy, and grace.  
The storm will pass, and together we will find the ways to clean up, pick up the pieces, and 
move forward into the ever-changing, ever-new normal that unfolds day by day. 

Gracious God, fill us with your Spirit – a Spirit of trust, a Spirit of courage, a Spirit of 
acceptance that all things truly do work together for good for those who love the Lord.  Grant 
us a calm heart and a calm spirit.  Remind us that our faith lifts and buoys us, that even in the 
fiercest storms, by your kindness and grace we will continue to float, and when the winds 
recede and the waves settle, we will again stand firm on solid ground.  Thank you for this 
assurance and this promise.  Amen. 

 


