
Your Daily Pastoral Epistle, Wednesday 13 May 2020 

Hello Church! 

            Good morning! Yesterday was long for me and as I read my own writing. This is a new 

morning. Rain is in the forecast and on my do-list, there is only one chore external to our local 

church. Reading our Scripture and writing to you is back to the first place where it belongs on 

my do list. We are going to stay with Jesus in John 14 both today and tomorrow. As you read it 

again today, take care to not rush and to pay attention to what Jesus said. This is passage touches 

infinity, as Christ’s words for us, they really can’t be exhausted in touching our hearts. But we in 

our exhaustion can read too fast and the good news Christ has for us can go plunk into our 

stormy waters rather than skip beautifully across a calm lake.  

  

John 14:15-21 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. I will ask the Father, and he 

will send another Companion, who will be with you forever. This Companion is the Spirit 

of Truth, whom the world can’t receive because it neither sees him nor recognizes him. 

You know him, because he lives with you and will be with you. 

“I won’t leave you as orphans. I will come to you. Soon the world will no longer 

see me, but you will see me. Because I live, you will live too. On that day you will know 

that I am in my Father, you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commandments 

and keeps them loves me. Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 

them and reveal myself to them.”  

What did Jesus say that spoke to you this morning?  

  

  

  

  

  

What spoke to me was “Soon the world will no longer see me. . ..” Earlier as I ate my 

scrambled eggs while John walked Mickey, I turned on The Today Show. I did that in part to 

break up my current morning routine because I have not watched national morning news since 

late March. But with the prep work for Sunday large on today’s do list, I thought I should put my 

big toe back into the water. The hour’s “top news” was no different than the half-hour evening 

news I still take time to watch.  



The first real new news was a piece by Joe Frye on the impact of big corporations—

Twitter in specific—announcing that they were going to continue having their workforce stay 

home to work without regard to what any governor anywhere decided. Frye took the time to look 

at the infrastructure of the downtown office building as a community that would experience this 

massive displacement of workers from their building. The people impacted by a company’s 

decision to continue telecommuting were more than just programmers in cubicles. 

Telecommuting also impacts morning coffee vendors, sandwich lunch businesses, dry cleaners, 

and the office building sanitation contractors, as well as employee charitable giving to the 

community where the office building is located. One does not see homeless people on one’s way 

to work when one never leaves home to go to work. And if we do not see the homeless, to they 

exist? In his report, Frye made invisible people visible.  

            Then I read our Gospel for this week. Jesus said, “. . . the world will no longer see me 

(Jesus). . .” Do we see Jesus when we cannot see the nameless people who sell us our coffee, 

make our lunches, clean our suits, and vacuum our workplaces? Do we see Jesus when we don’t 

see the panhandler on the corner because we now work from home?  

            One reason I remain a Methodist is that Methodism has always had a strong connection 

to social justice ministries as a spiritual practice. Through this pandemic, while we have 

cooperated with public health officials and learned telecommuting as a new way to worship, our 

church has also continued to give away bread and to open our doors for elections. Many of our 

members have sewn literally hundreds of masks for various neighbors, never stopping to ask if 

our neighbors are worthy of our work. All four actions are deeply grounded in loving our 

neighbor as Jesus commanded. From back to when Charles Wesley and his friends at Oxford 

asked John Wesley to tutor them as they read William Law’s A Serious Call to Devout an Holy 

Living, Methodists have been seeing Jesus through meeting their neighbor’s need.  

            In his lifetime, Jesus made the unnamed people visible as his preaching and healing 

attracted them to him. He knew that as he transitioned through death and resurrection to be his 

glorified self that he would be invisible to many, those he called them “the world.” But Jesus 

said to Phillip, the others and to us, “you will see me.”  

            How do you see Jesus now that you are safer at home?  

            Today, let’s pray together that Christ’s Companion open the eyes of our hearts so we can 

still see Jesus. Amen. 

            May grace abound!  

            Rev. Dawn  

  

 

 


