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 This written sermon marks the seventh since we last had Sunday morning worship in 
our sanctuary. How is that going for you? Frankly, I am grieving the loss. Not being with each 
other is hard. We each have endured with a good deal while forced away from gathering with 
our church, and honestly that is trying on so many levels for so many of us. We are all 
enduring being in our homes a whole lot more than any of us are accustomed to doing.  

In our Gospel lesson for today Jesus referred to a shepherd’s fold as an illustration of 
his care for us. There is a good sermon about the Christian home as Christ’s fold that could be 
writing if today was Mother’s Day. But I resisted writing on that theme this week because for 
me these days of Safer At Home have made staying home begin to feel like a jailing away from 
friends and family to be endured. Perhaps you know that feeling? It is not that our home is not 
safe, it very much is. I just long for the freedom to be out and about with you. 

Reading Peter’s letters, I suspect he never imagined his letter would one day be read 
along with David’s Psalm 23 as the global 21st century Church worshiped at home due to a 
virus. Because Peter cared deeply for the Church when he was in prison because of his faith, 
this experience of enduring Safer At Home has enriched how I identify with Peter. Looking to 
Peter as my leader in following Christ, I try to imitate Peter by writing encouragement epistles 
without whining. The Spirit still speaks through Peter’s pen, and the Church recognizes Peter’s 
letters as Holy Scripture to be read and ponder by the Church gathered.      

 Did you know that when Peter wrote his letter, he wrote without paragraphs, without 
chapters, and without verses? Paragraphs were not used by Peter, Paul, John, and the others as 
they wrote the New Testament in the Greek of their time. Chapters and verses were first 
inserted in the New Testament near the end of the first millennium. Even then they were not 
uniform until the invention of the printing press in the 15th century. Then the chapters and 
verses we still use were inserted. Increased literacy and Bibles in every home, caused a real need 
for common reference points for Christians to be able to read together.  



So why does that matter? Well, most of the time it is just an interesting background 
detail, but today it is helpful as we go deeper into what Peter wrote if we remember that Peter 
did not designate the verses. The consulting group who revised the common lectionary in 
1992 attempted to address a sticky problem with Peter’s epistle by beginning today’s reading in 
1 Peter 2 with verse 2 and omitting verse 1. Here is what they left out: “Household slaves, 
submit by accepting the authority of your masters with all respect. Do this not only to good 
and kind masters but also to those who are harsh.” 1 Peter 2:1 is one of several verses in the 
New Testament lifted out of context and used to justify slavery in 18th and 19th century 
America. No one wants to preach their way around that bad theology! But does is it faithful to 
pretend the hard thing isn’t there? Shall we go on as though it didn’t exist? 

My first Bible professor was a very conservative Baptist. As he taught us to read the 
Bible as church leaders, Dr. J. Edwin Hartill often said in lecture, “A subtext without a context 
is a pretext.” Knowing to whom Peter was addressing some of his best insights about enduring 
hard times can be helpful to us as serious Bible readers now. Avoiding the memory of past 
wrongs does not help us practice resurrection, this amazing grace of being born again into 
eternal life. (See John 3) Methodist clergy everywhere advise us to “read backwards” in the 
Bible to better understand an assigned passage. For example, in his on-line preaching 
commentary, Rev. Dr. Derek Weber, wrote this about Peter writing directly to slaves:  

“. . . Abuse is not sanctioned; injustice is not approved. Endurance is. Endurance is 
another way of talking about faithfulness. It’s about holding on. . .. 

“We would have wished that Peter had spent more time trying to erase the kind 
of abuse that he references in this passage, this letter could have turned into a polemic 
against the institution of slavery and trafficking. What the author of the letter chose to 
do instead was to provide hope in the midst of a difficult situation.”  

(https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/revive-us-again,  

underscore mine.) 

 

You and I know nothing first-hand about the experience of being a slave in either 1st 
century Rome or 19th century America. But we do know about submitting to authority in a 
difficult situation as we endure Safer At Home. We resonate with Peter’s words about finding 
“. . . hope in the midst of a difficult situation:”  

“But if you endure steadfastly when you’ve done good and suffer for it, this is 
commendable before God. You were called to this kind of endurance, because Christ 
suffered on your behalf. He left you an example so that you might follow in his 



footsteps. He committed no sin, nor did he ever speak in ways meant to deceive. When 
he was insulted, he did not reply with insults. When he suffered, he did not threaten 
revenge. Instead, he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He carried in his 
own body on the cross the sins we committed. He did this so that we might live in 
righteousness, having nothing to do with sin. By his wounds you were healed. Though 
you were like straying sheep, you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of 
your lives.”  

(1 Peter 2: 20b-25) 

By submitting to authority, we are commendable before God. As each of us has 
worked for the common good through Safer At Home, we have trusted God to help us 
endure. It certainly was not been our choice to face a pandemic with the rest of the world’s 
citizens. It certainly has not been easy to do what needs to be done. However, the good we 
have done to flatten the curve has impacted not only human history, but potentially eternity as 
well. Because we have suffered the losses of human companionship and endured, we have 
become more like Christ who healed us “by his wounds.” (1 Peter 2: 24) 

In early March, I wondered on a phone call with Harriet Enloe if one might embrace 
being quarantined as a spiritual retreat. This week, we come back to that idea as we consider 
returning to our Shepherd’s fold, which is a surprisingly good image for a quarantine embraced 
as a spiritual retreat. Being in our Shepherd’s fold requires closing out the world’s distractions 
to better hear our Shepherd’s voice.  

Perhaps Peter pondered Jesus’ words and David’s psalm as he considered what to write 
to the Church while he was in prison. Peter did not have to rely on reading either John or Luke 
to know what Jesus said to Pharisees. As Christ’s right-hand man, Peter had been an 
eyewitness to all those conversations. He heard the parable of the lost sheep the day it was first 
told. Perhaps Peter saw a sheep fold near by as Christ tried to explain to the Pharisees how he 
was the living gate of the fold, building on David’s insight that “The Lord is my Shepherd.” 
Then facing the end of his mortal life as a person while aware of his immortality through 
Christ, Peter endured his sufferings to the end. Perhaps it was his end of life reflection on his 
memories of Christ which brought Peter to write, “you have now returned to the shepherd 
and guardian of your lives.” (1 Peter 2: 25)  

Reflecting on memories is an important part of grief. Grief is more than surviving a 
loved one’s death. Grief is the loss of deep love, and a good grief endures love’s sacrifice to 
receive resurrection into a new life. While we generally apply this wisdom to the death of a 
loved one, it also applies to our many losses in living through this shared crisis.  



Like some of you, in these six weeks of Safer At Home, I have attended my first 
livestreamed funeral. It was a Greek Orthodox burial service for Milton (Mick) Marinos, my 
late mom’s late cousin Lucy’s husband. It was an odd experience. I did not have to dress 
appropriately, nor did I have to drive to Iowa. If it were not for the virus there probably would 
not have been a livestream option for all the cousins in my generation to show our support for 
his daughters (our second cousins). Afterall, most companies do not award bereavement leave 
days for Mom’s cousin’s husband’s out of state funeral. Before Covid-19, secondary mourners 
such as I am for Mick were expected to buy a nice card and send money for the memorial to 
show our care. In some ways the livestream was a nice improvement over what was. But the 
livestream wasn’t the same as being there the way Mick and Lucy had been there for me as a 
floundering twenty-year-old college student. So I attended by livestream, sent a card, and ate 
lunch alone. 

That is just one example of the many losses we have endured these past weeks 
deserved to be grieved with our church family. We long to return to be gathered in our 
Shepherd’s fold. But between now and then, we endure because we are in our Shepherd’s care, 
sheltered from the storm that rages around us now.  

Amen. 

 

  


