
Your Daily Pastoral Epistle: Thursday, 30 April 2020 

Hello church!  

 Are you ready for one more prayerful look at sheep? Here is our Scripture one last time 

for this week’s Epistles. 

“So Jesus spoke again, “I assure you that I am the gate of the sheep. All who came before 

me were thieves and outlaws, but the sheep didn’t listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever 

enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out and find pasture. The 

thief  enters only to steal, kill, and destroy. I came so that they could have life—indeed, so 

that they could live life to the fullest.’” John 10: 7-10) 

What grabbed your attention or imagination as you reread that passage just now?  

For me, it was “I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved. They will 

come in and go out and find pasture.” Last year as the Wednesday Study Group was reading  

A Shepherd Looks at the Twenty-Third Psalm by Philip Keller, we watched various YouTube videos 

with each chapter. “Shepherdess, Seasons of  My Life” came back to mind as I read today. This 

podcast documents the work Irish shepherdess Alison O’Neil does care for her flock over a 

year. It’s only thirteen minutes long.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyEylr9aygM&t=3s  

After O’Neil brings her new sheep home from the auction, she keeps them in her fold until 

they recognize her voice. When that benchmark is met, then the sheep can go out and find 

pasture.  

That image of  being brought home to the fold is a good image for how salvation 

comes to us through Christ. As we come to know Him, he brings us into his fold. That 

suggests another one of  Jesus’ parables told in Luke 15, “The Lost Sheep.” The shepherd puts 

ninety-nine sheep into the fold and goes out to look for the one lost sheep. Once it is found, 

the shepherd puts the sheep on his shoulders and   it back to the fold. (Luke 15:5) Putting 

John’s parables about sheep together with Luke’s, one must wonder how long that sheep 

needed to stay in the fold before he was able to go out on pasture again? Did the lost sheep 

learn to recognize the Shepherd’s voice?  

This week as our Disciplines 2020 writer spend one day on Psalm 23 he told the tale of  a 

lost ewe entangled in barbed wire, bleating for help. (One day? Obviously, he doesn’t share my 

theological passion for sheep.) Earlier this week, among my fiber on-line community, there was 

a post of  another ewe who had been lost for 4 years but her long overgrown coat had clearly 

protected her from wolf attacks. One wonders how those two ewes must have longed for the 

safety of  their shepherd’s fold.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyEylr9aygM&t=3s


Yesterday afternoon, we did some Sunday podcast recording in the sanctuary. For me, 

the sanctuary is our Shepherd’s Fold. We come in to hear our Shepherd’s voice, but then we go 

out to walk with our Shepherd in the world.  

Last evening, I had a Zoom meeting with our three confirmands. The confirmands 

needed to make some decisions about their deferred confirmation Sunday. I explained the 

differences between worship in Phase 2 of  Badger Bounce Back and Phase 3. They quickly 

opted for Phase 3 because they want as many people who can be with them in church that 

Sunday to be there. Also, we talked about that we would need to podcast the service, so that 

those who cannot attend in person can watch it. 

This morning, I attended our weekly prayer time for clergy our DS Barb Certa-Warner 

hosts via Zoom. As pastors (no deacons attended today) we started pondering how the 

podcasts and live-streams of  worship are including so many who could not make it into the 

sanctuary but still wanted the sanctuary in time that worship via podcast or surface mail 

provides for them. It seems obvious our Shepherd has more than one-fold for us to go in and 

out of.  

Today, please join me in praying for those who will not be able to come into the 

Sanctuary when we return to weekly gathered worship on some future Sunday. As you pray for 

them by name, also join me in asking our Good Shepherd what kind of  fold we need to build 

for them to hear the Shepherd’s voice in the weeks and years ahead.  

Grace abounds!  

Rev. Dawn  

 


