
Your Daily Pastoral Epistle: Tuesday, 28 April 2020 

Hello Church!  

            Today just a devotion. It is a good and joyful thing to be out of the crisis. 

Today’s Scripture 

(Jesus said) “I assure you that whoever doesn’t enter into the sheep pen through the gate 

but climbs over the wall is a thief and an outlaw. The one who enters through the gate is 

the shepherd of the sheep. The guard at the gate opens the gate for him, and the sheep 

listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. Whenever he has 

gathered all of his sheep, he goes before them and they follow him because they know his 

voice. They won’t follow a stranger but will run away because they don’t know the 

stranger’s voice.” (John 10:1-5) 

Today’s Devotion 

            Today I used Lectio Divina to reread only John 10: 1-6 because it is a single paragraph in 

my study Bible. I hope you did the same already or pause to do read the Scripture prayerfully 

now before you go on.  

            What spoke to you? 

As I read, the word that spoke to me today was “voice.” It shows up three times in that 

one paragraph; “the sheep listen to his voice,” “they know his voice,” and “they don’t know the 

stranger’s voice.”  

Both sheep and dogs identify their humans by voices, which is probably part of why dogs 

are good helpers for shepherds. Dogs can hear the voices of both humans and sheep.  

My husband, John, and his twin, Jim, are identical and especially so when it comes to the sound 

of their voice. When John hears himself on a recording his first thought is usually “That’s Jim”.  

I once mistook Jim for John because his back was turned to me as he looked down and told my 

son/ his nephew to tie his shoe. All my visual cues were missing and there are only three specific 

words in English used as a clear command for a seven-year-old boy with an untied shoe: “Tie 

your shoe.” However, even though John’s and Jim’s voices sound so much alike that humans can 

be confused, their dogs can always tell them apart. It is amazing how every dog who has known 

either John or Jim as their master can tell the difference between their two very similar voices. 

One of Jim’s dogs even growled every time John spoke.  

In today’s Scripture, Jesus stressed how the sheep know the voice of their shepherd, but 

not the voice of the stranger. 

            Last Sunday those of you who watched the worship podcast could hear Mickey, our 

herding breed dog, barking from our backyard during the prayer. Rather than make me re-record 



the prayer, to explain this sound John put outtakes after the service of me trying to make the 

appeal to support Operation Help. Mickey was not in the back yard when I recorded the appeal, 

he was about 5 feet away from me in the living room. Every time I tried to explain how your 

offering to Operation Help would support our neighbors in need, Mickey chimed in. He also 

refused to listen to my commands to stop, mostly because he knows I am not his master unless 

John is gone. But John wasn’t gone, he was in the yard working. So Mickey didn’t think he 

needed to listen to me. Therefore, Mickey joined John in the yard before I recorded the prayer. 

            When I watched the podcast on Sunday morning, Mickey was laying between my recliner 

and the television while John was still sleeping. Mickey did not twitch at the sound of his distant 

barking during prayer. But when the outtakes started Mickey was absolutely determined to find 

that strange dog who was threatening us and to get him out of our house! He did not recognize 

the dog’s voice as his recorded voice. As Mickey ran all over the place to find that strange dog, 

he barked so loudly he couldn’t hear my commands while I tried to protect John’s sleep. For 

Mickey mine is a voice with less authority, almost a stranger’s voice when he knows John is 

home. Mickey thought John needed to wake up and help him deal with the threat of that strange 

dog. 

            Sometimes I think that might be how I listen but fail to hear our Shepherd’s voice. I know 

his voice. I listen for his voice, or at least I try to listen for his voice. When I can hear Christ’s 

voice, I respect his authority. But when I hear a strange voice, maybe even my own, like Mickey 

I get so agitated and loud I can’t hear anything but my own barking.  

            Today, I choose to be quiet and listen intently for Christ’s voice. I hope you choose to 

listen for Him, too. My fear is that without listening intently we will be like those with whom he 

was talking: “Jesus used this figure of speech with them (the Pharisees reading back to John 

9:40), but they did not understand what he was saying to them.” (John 10:6) 

            May we all listen for Christ’s voice as we pray through life today.  

            Amen. 

 

           Rev. Dawn 

 


