
Your Daily Pastoral Epistle: Monday, 27 April 2020 

Hello Church!  

Here is today’s index:   

1. Today’s Devotion 

2. Badger Bounce Back applied to worship at HUMC 

Today’s Devotion 

 If  the season of  Easter is a week of  Sunday, this fourth week must be the Wednesday 

of  Eastertide. Could Eastertide therefore have a Hump Week? That is an odd thought, but this 

morning I realized that we have been worshipping via podcast, Zoom, and surface mail for 6 

Sundays. How amazing is that? It is kind of  beginning to feel, dare I say it, normal? It is a 

blessing that the 4th Sunday of  Easter is coming to remind us time is passing and we will be 

called out. 

 Because we have some established practices of  using and the Revised Common 

Lectionary (RCL) this disciplined approach to Scripture reading helps me when my faith is 

caught in a Hump Day or Hump Week or month or year. I hope it does for you as well. 

The first established practice is using The Upper Room Disciplines 2020 as our common 

guide for personal prayer. (Upper Room, Nashville, 2019) Everyone who wants to join in is 

always invited to use The Disciplines for daily private devotions. (Contact Kathy about how to 

get a copy for your house.) When my sons who are now in their 30’s were babies in diapers, I 

began using The Disciplines. Over the years, I have found The Disciplines to be very 

accommodating and very forgiving. The writers never judge me when circumstances derail me 

from my intent to pray. With that little paperback, every day is a new day. I just open the book 

to today’s date and begin again. 

 Also, the RCL brings us back to beloved passages of  Scripture. This week it is Psalm 23 

coupled with 1/3 of  John 10. Every year the fourth Sunday of  Easter turns to Psalm 23 and 

1/3 of  John 10. This year (Year A) it is the first 10 verses, where Christ calls himself  a sheep 

gate. In Year B Jesus is the Good Shepherd. I love these Scriptures, and its fair to say that of  all 

the combinations of  Scripture we read following as we read the RCL, this week is my favorite.  

 What I propose we do this week in these devotions is to step out of  the Psalms for just 

this week and step into John 10:1-10. As we continue to use Lectio Divina, remember to take the 

time to read the passage two or three times. Pay attention to what speaks to you, preferably 

before you go on to what spoke to me.  

 Today we will do John 10: 2 & 3:  



(Jesus said) “The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of  the sheep. The guard at 

the gate opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out.” 

 What spoke to you?  

Perhaps it is because my mind is so focused on getting back to using our building in 

Phase Two of Badger Bounce Back, what spoke to me was “He calls his own sheep by name 

and leads them out.” As fascinated as I am with sheep in the Bible, I could launch into a lecture 

here about how sheep were kept in a communal fold at night. But that is a good sermon for 

another day.  

Instead, what spoke to me is the idea that the Lord, my Shepherd, our Shepherd, will 

call us one at a time and by name. John and I feel very safe from the virus in our not-to-big 

house. We are grateful that our rambler is just big enough that John can go to his office and I 

can go to my studio for our work. Then we can meet in the family room for relaxation and 

meals. I think about couples in a one-bedroom apartment, and I hold them in prayer while 

they wait to be called out. I think of  singles, especially our recently widowed folk, and how 

blessed John and I are to still have a housemate. I think of  teachers teaching from home while 

their own offspring are also enrolled in internet instruction and all I can do is pray “Lord in 

your mercy!” How we all long for the Lord to call us out! 

As a master gardener, John is already called out by name as he goes to do his work as 

the coordinator of  the Grow To Share Garden in River Falls. As a food ministry for seniors 

and food pantries, under Safer At Home orders, John is the one of  us who is doing essential 

work. Now his work has added a focus on providing virus-safe volunteer opportunities as well. 

He is not paying attention to what Gov. Evers and Gov. Walz are saying about Bounce Back 

and which phase happens when because in his work it just doesn’t matter. People need food. 

He is called out three days a week to do essential work.  

Pastors do not seem to be called by the Lord to go out from home three days a week, 

or at least to go out without a mask and hand sanitizer with their car windows rolled up for 

only essential errands. Every pastor I have Zoomed, phoned, or stood 6+ feet away from at 

the grocery says the same thing; the last time we worked these many hours we were in 

seminary full time with a part-time church job and probably a pot-boiler job on the side as 

well. I’m not whining, just stating the facts. It is not that our pastoral work are harder than 

usual, (It isn’t!) but it takes more time to do it via modern technology than it does by good old-

fashioned “shoe leather.” This is particularly true about worship. Every pastor I talk with 

regularly is saying that worship preparation and delivery is taking about twice as long to prepare 

and lead now than it does normally. We long for the Lord to call all of  us out and back to 



gathered worship. But it is not time yet. When it is time, the Lord, our shepherd, will call us by 

name. And until you too are called out by name, we will keep taking the time to bring you the 

Good News while you are Safer At Home.   

Today, let’s again pray for the day when we will be the one called out of  the fold. Let us 

pray for patience to stay the course until our name is the one called to “Come on out!” Pray 

especially for the person you know who could use your blessings. 

Badger Bounce Back applied to worship at HUMC 

“Badger Bounce Back” is Governor Evers name for the re-opening of  Wisconsin. If  

you read or watched Sunday’s sermon, you know I am deeply into thinking about how the 

regulations apply to us at Hudson UMC. Here is what I can say without reservation now. 

Hopefully, it helps you understand as you pay attention to our government officials. 

1. We must follow the Wisconsin rules. We may get more news easily from the 

Twin Cities, but this is a situation where regulations will hinge on state borders and 

county lines. When I watched Here and Now (Wisconsin Public Television) on 

Friday, April 24th, Gov. Evers said they are looking at how decisions for phasing in 

the recovery could differ by county. Gov. Evers has committed to a weekly Here and 

Now interview until all of  Wisconsin is in Phase Three. I will be tuning in and you 

are welcome to join me. 

2. Whenever Phase One is announced, there will be no changes from what we 

are doing now. We are not yet in Phase One. However, after reading the 

recommendations for worship, small groups, and pastoral care from the Wisconsin 

Council of  Churches there are no changes to be made in worship from what we are 

doing now.  

3. The minimum amount of  time that Phase One will last is two weeks. It 

could be longer, but it will not be shorter. Already, the staff  and worship team are 

thinking about what worship in Phase Two will look like so we can start 

implementing our plans which when the clock starts with the announcement of  

Phase One.  

4. Phase Two is when groups of  fifty with appropriate social distancing can 

begin to gather. We will begin to be able to worship in our Sanctuary again. Kathy 

has done the basic measuring and we will be able to practice social distancing while 

in worship pretty easily. The fifty people present will include the preacher, the 

liturgist, the music team, tech team, and greeters/ushers. My best guess is that 

means we will be able to have an additional 35 to 40 worshippers present at each 

service. We will probably be using a reservation system rather than turning people 

away at the door.  



5. You will need to do what is right for you. Therefore, on-line worship will 

continue through 2020. We have just figured out how to efficiently produce a 

podcast, now we can perfect that learning. Please let us know what is and is not 

working for you with our current podcast/USPS way of  worship.  

 

 

 


