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 Church, you deserve a pastor’s activity report about yesterday, Saturday 
April 25th. It was a beautiful day, all sunny but not too hot. At 9:00 I went to 
Applebee’s and got to do a bit of “meet and greet” at our Youth Mission Trip 
Pancake Breakfast to Go. I am so grateful to God, Lynn, our youth, their parents, 
and all the people who came to get pancakes for giving your extroverted pastor  
hope of life outside of my basement studio! It was wonderful!  

 If you missed seeing me there, it may be because I left early to attend Park 
and Pray in our own church parking lot. This “Greater Church of Hudson” 
weekly prayer event was begun by Pastor Aaron Stephens of Hill City Church as a 
Covid-19 compliant way of gathering the Church for 15 minutes of focused 
prayer. So far, we have prayed at the hospital, for our schools from the Bethel 
Highlands Church parking lot, and now from our parking lot for senior adults, 
their families, and all those who care for them. Next week we will pray at the 
Government Center. Because our parking lot overlooks CCH, we were the 
perfect hosts for gathering to pray in our cars with our windows rolled up using 
smartphones and tablets as tools to connect us in prayer instead of bulletins to 
guide our worship. It was so good to pray in a gathered congregation! 

 Those two hours of prayer did so much for so many. It was good to see 
CCH campus residents, probably mostly from Wintergreen, come out to join in 
or to pray from their balconies overlooking our parking lot. The ability to gather 
and pray was/will be a gracious gift from God. 



While we are “Safer At Home” here in Wisconsin, we all may find that we 
struggle with various dark feelings. But we are a well-rooted church, a perennial in 
the Lord’s garden now waiting for sun and rain to bring us to life again. To that 
end, I’m joining United Methodist preachers across our connection in a series 
called “Revive Us Again” based on letters written by the Apostle Peter. Peter 
wrote hope in a dark time. Living in a dark time, we can hear his message so 
much clearer than we could have just last year. 

Today’s reading was penned by Peter after he was arrested and imprisoned 
as he wrote to the Church that would survive his crucifixion. While he was in 
prison, Peter may have had bouts of depression or agitation much like what we 
feel while Safer At Home, but we will never know for certain because Peter is 
writing a word of hope. He is not writing a lament. His are the thoughts of a 
commercial fisherman & political zealot fully transformed as a follower of Jesus 
Christ. As Peter surrendered his life to faith in Christ, he shared his deep hope 
that we would follow him following Christ. Now in April 2020 it seems as if Peter 
wrote this call to live in hope just for us.  

 We easily identify with Peter. Like Peter we have passionate beliefs. Like 
Peter we too walk with Christ. But what if we were like Peter by seeing ourselves 
as leaders charged by Christ with sharing hope in trial (pun intended)? What 
would we say and do?  

 The section of Peter’s letter we ponder today begins with “Prepare you 
minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on the grace that Jesus 
Christ will bring you when he is revealed. . .. do not be conformed to the desires 
that you formerly had. . ..” (1 Peter 1: 13-14) 

I confess omitting both a word bridge and an assumption of Gospel 
ignorance from the full quote. You are not children, nor are you ignorant. You all 
know the heart of the Gospel is to love God and to love your neighbors as you 
love yourself. And, if you are old enough to remember where you were on 9/11 
you are mature enough to have at least one life experience to draw as we face the 
trauma before us now.  



Silence shouts to me from Peter’s pen in our age of social media. Peter 
does not whine. Think about the tweets and posts that come into your reading 
and hearing. So many of them are public whining. Even if the only tweets you 
ever see are in the broadcast evening news, they are public whining by one person 
delivered by another counter whiner. Peter does not whine, and he is facing death 
by crucifixion!  

The young man, Peter, who we first in the Gospels could certainly whine. 
He tried to make Jesus conform to his understanding of the promised Christ, so 
much so that once Jesus said to him, “get behind me Satan.” (Matthew 16:22-24) 
But now, living into the hope of eternal life and leading the church to practice 
resurrection living, Peter no longer whines because he is no longer “. . . 
conformed to the desires. . .” he once had. Peter wrote so that we could learn to 
“. . . set all (our) hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring (us) when he is 
revealed.”  

But Peter also did not sit waiting quietly for death to bring the beginning of 
eternal life. Instead, Peter lived fully aware that he was an immortal being living in 
a mortal body, just as Jesus before the Resurrection had been an immortal being 
living in a mortal body. And we too are immortal beings living in mortal bodies 
with the limits of time and space. By the inspiration of the Spirit as he wrote, 
Peter still leads us to set our faith and hope on a vision of the eternal life Christ 
brings even now while he is being revealed. Peter challenges us to practice 
resurrection, to live into the hope of all we know Christ has called us to be.  

Peter as we met him in the Gospels was thirty something, the age my two 
sons are now. Peter when he wrote his epistles was about the age my husband is 
now. Between Resurrection Day and Peter waiting crucifixion was a lifetime of 
ministry which transformed Peter to be a leader for the church in all ages.  

A great definition of a leader comes from a meme rather than a dictionary 
that Peter embodied in his life. This particular meme is a two-panel cartoon of 
stick figures and a cart, one over the other. In the top panel, one stick figure sits in 
the cart with a whip while the other three stick figures pull the cart. It is captioned 
“BOSS” with an arrow pointing to the stick figure in the cart. In the lower panel, 



no one is in the cart and all four figures are pulling the cart. It is captioned 
“LEADER” with an arrow pointing to the stick figure at the head of the line of 
people. In the lower panel we see the leader both pulls the cart and points the 
way.  

Peter was a leader. He did not sit back and tell others what to do. Instead 
he went to the front of our shared cart and pulled as he led us forward. It takes 
discipline to be a member of a cart pulling team. There is no room for thinking 
“I’ll do it my way and you do it yours” to make a cart go forward. Every member 
on the rope line pulling the cart always leads the members behind them. We all 
lead together in a line following Christ as our leader. 

How then will we set our faith and hope to be leaders in our shared 
recovery? How will we lead those behind us on the rope to recovery? Are we all 
living through Safer At Home to save only ourselves? Or do we act in faith and 
hope that our shared discipline is another way love our neighbor?  

Thursday evening, April 24th, I attended a continuing education webinari 
fully funded by weekly tithes and offerings. The focus of the hour panel 
discussion was on what we as Christians can do now that we are coming to the 
transition between the first stage of the pandemic that calls for relief work and 
entering the stage of recovery as the pandemic is no longer a full on crisis. As 
Christians, are we doing what we can to make this collaborative effort lead people 
into living in resurrection?  

Once again, I ask you to turn to our shared history as our example. Once 
just a date, 9/11 is now the name of an event that most people now older than 25 
can tell you where they were when it happened. When anyone says “9/11” 
everyone older than a fourth grader understands the reference, although those 
between ages 10 and 25 only know about 9/11 because of a history class. We 
who were alive that day now embody the traumatic emotions we felt, as they 
linger from a world event that impacted the course of our lives. The relief stage of 
response to that trauma began moments after the first attack as people in the first 
tower began caring for each other through their exit to safety while first 
responders rushed in to help. Because it was an act of terror, the recovery stage 



began on the following Saturday, 9/15, as air travel resumed with heightened 
security. As time passed recovery morphed into restoration. Now we live in a new 
normal has absorbed the critical lessons learned in the stages of relief, recovery 
and restoration that began on Tuesday, 11 September 2001 at 8:45 a.m. E.D.T. 

But just as the rubble that once was the Twin Towers and the Pentagon 
before 9/11 was ultimately cleared away, so will our immediate efforts in relief 
work for this pandemic come to an end. Mask making, sheltering at home, and 
shopping for a parent or neighbor who is sheltered in place will not go on forever. 
Soon we will be entering the recovery phase of our current shared trauma based 
on benchmarks established by the CDC and White House as we adjust to what 
just passed. 

What we as a church need to discern is how will our recovery phase unfold. 
Will we be like the rebuilt Pentagon, also damaged on 9/11, but quickly rebuilt as 
it once was because it could be? Or we will build new when the rubble is clear, 
keeping memory but moving ever forward like the museum and tower that now 
stand where the Twin Towers once stood?  

“Yes” to both options. We will put some things back as they were because 
we can and we should. We will assimilate to this virus moving between people 
with both a therapeutic plan and a vaccine. We will clear the rubble of a tumbled 
economy and build anew.  

As we do this with all earthlings, we Christians must practice resurrection. 
We will go back to gathered weekly worship on Sunday to remember Christ rose 
from grave and every Sunday is a little Easter. In this we will be like rebuilding like 
the military rebuilt the Pentagon We will do it because we can and should.  

But we will also find that we need to clear away some rubble and build 
something new in its place. We can also continue to use podcast worship by 
assimilating all we have learned about extending grace and love to those who 
cannot physically attend our gathering, keeping valuable lessons learned in our 
relief stage about worshipping with all of our brothers and sisters in Christ.   



But some things will change. Will we ever go back to passing offering plates 
from person to person? The church did not always do that, as a practice passing 
offering plates as an act of worship had a soft start sometime during the 
separation of church and state when the state stopped paying the operating 
expenses of the church. Will big worship continue to be prized as a sign of 
success, or will we find more gatherings with more intimate numbers to be our 
best way to form new disciples?  

And what about in our own living as individuals? As Peter lead the church 
after Christ’s resurrection, he grew and changed because he took Christ’s 
teachings to heart and followed Christ by living a life of grace. Of the first 
disciples, it was Peter who led the Church to welcome us who are not even 1% 
Jewish. (See Acts, and especially Acts 10). What an amazing transformation of 
heart for a man who was once a Jewish Zealot seeking the overthrow of his 
Roman occupiers!  

Will our faith become as charged as Peter’s because of all that is 2020? Will 
this pandemic revive us again?  

Hopefully, we will be revived again. Resurrection faith is our willingness to 
embrace the call Peter made for the church to live as a holy people. The end of 
today’s passage is this, “You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.” (1 Peter 1:23)  

The Lord desires to revive us again. As we recover together, how will our 
faith and hope revive us as a church for all generations? How will we find our way 
to again open our minds, open our hearts, and open our doors? 

Amen. 

                                         
i Plan your church’s COVID-19 Recovery Ministry Now! Ken Sloane and Clayton Smith presenters, umcdiscipleship.org, 23 April 2020. The 
paradigm is developed in length in Growing Through Disaster, Clayton L. Smith and Matt Schoenfeld. Abingdon Press, Nashville. 2019.  


