
Daily Epistle for Friday, April 24, 2020 

For many of us, Rev. Dawn's Daily Epistle messages during this pandemic period have been a welcome relief 
amidst days of consternation.   In order for Rev. Dawn to celebrate a very deserved Sabbath day each Friday, 
others have stepped in to attempt covering a message on Fridays.   Before I begin, it must be said that 
appreciation abounds for Rev. Dawn and all of our staff and worship leaders at Hudson United Methodist 
Church for the exceptional effort, work and talent that so many have put forth to keep our mission outreach 
happening, to provide YouTube worship services, Zoom prayer gatherings and so much more.  It is a 
blessing to have a church family that shows such genuine compassion and care for all. God bless all those 
hearts and hands.  

This week's messages have emanated from Psalm 116, so today will continue with the following verses to 
ponder:  

Psalm 116: 12-14 

12 What shall I return to the LORD 
    for all his goodness to me? 

13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 
    and call on the name of the LORD. 
14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

    in the presence of all his people. 
 

Hopefully we can all look beyond our present COVID-19 confinement, beyond any traces of illness that may 
be worrying us, let go of any economic challenges that we may be dealing with and consider all the goodness 
that God has brought to our lives, and what can we possibly return for this favor?  This verse simply directs 
us to put our faith in God, trust that all will be well, and live our lives in this time of uncertainty as God has 
instructed, joining together with our community to practice these Christian values with each other.  How easy 
is that? 

Easy to state, maybe a bit more difficult to do.  Yet, if we aspire to face these unusual days with this spirit, it 
makes the newspaper, cable news or social media much less commanding.  And it is evident in many places; 
our own meaningful online services, food delivery to those not able to leave homes, neighbor helping 
neighbor in so many places. 

I have found myself watching way more cable news than ever before and reading many more newspapers, 
magazines and books.  Among those many items, one article in Time magazine caught my attention as it 
suggested  looking for FAITH not explanations right now in these times.  The theology side bar suggested 
that some would want to find an explanation for the corona virus, WHY was God doing this? A punishment? 
A sign?  The author, N.T Wright, a professor of the New Testament & Early Christianity at the University of 
St. Andrews, suggested that the Biblical tradition that we should turn to is LAMENT.  He described lament 
as what happens when we ask "why" and don't get an answer.  Rather than being lost in mourning, it pushes 
us to look beyond our own personal woes, issues and worries to consider the suffering of the world, the 
needs of others, the challenges in our community.  Out of our lament, the spirit of the Lord also joins us and 
dwells within and from that reflection emerges new possibilities, new learning, new acts of kindness and new 
hope in our future.  In this Easter season consider your own new possibilities.  What new acts of kindness 
might each of us practice as we move forward to  a brighter day? Praise the Lord. Stay Well. 

John Duntley 
Lay Servant 


