
Your Daily Pastoral Epistle: Thursday, 23 April 2020 

Hello, Church!  

Today needs an index. So here it is:  

1.         Today’s Devotion 

2.        Youth Pancake Fund Raiser at Applebee’s and Park and Pray 

Today’s Devotion 

            Well, here we are at the 37th of Safer At Home. I could be off a day or two. I just know 

that it has been six full weeks and one day since we last gathered for Lenten Lunch and 

Wednesday Supper.  

This morning as I was knitting my way awake while watching Fruity Knitting (episode 

99, YouTube), I learned that when Marcus Aurelius (b. 121 – d. 180) was Emperor of Rome 

(161-180 A.D.) there was a pandemic that lasted 15 of his 19 years in leadership. The Antonine 

Plague (165 -180) was most likely either smallpox or measles and killed about 25% of the 

population, devastating the Roman army who most likely first contracted the disease in the Near 

East on military campaigns before bringing it west to Rome. (Wikipedia)  

            Somehow, I think the researchers and world leaders of today are not willing to let 

COVID-19 go on for 15 years. Of course, Marcus Aurelius probably wanted to stop the 

pandemic of his time sooner as well. But having received a smallpox vaccine as a child and 

having vaccinated my three children for measles, I am deeply thankful for the twentieth-century 

researchers who solved those vaccine problems and for our 21st century researchers who are 

solving the challenges presented by COVID-19.  

            Which brings us to read Psalm 116 today. Those of us using The Upper Room Disciplines 

2020 read devotions written on Psalm 116 yesterday and today (pages 144-145) by Rev. Jane 

Herring. The submission deadline she met required her words we read today to be written over a 

year ago, maybe even in 2018. She is very much focused on Psalm 116 as a psalm of 

thanksgiving. Here is a bit of what she wrote for us: 

“The psalmist knows a truth: distressing times are part of life, and God is with us.  

“Amid distress, we have the privilege to call out to God, who loves us. This psalm 

reminds us that there is deliverance for us in times of distress. This psalm also encourages 

us to remember the times we have been delivered in the past. Giving thanks to God for 

sustaining us is like adding rocket fuel to our spiritual journey. Asking God for 

deliverance and giving thanks for deliverance help us to become part of the evidence of 

Jesus’ resurrection. Call out to God for help with a grateful heart. Remember the time 

God has seen your through to new life.”  



(The Upper Room Disciplines 2020, Upper Room Books, Nashville, 2019, p. 144) 

Pastor Herring wrote that a year ago. Psalm 116 was written well over 2000 years ago; 

perhaps faithful Christians and Jews prayed and meditated on it during the Antonine Plague. 

Today, let us read today’s section as we have been reading, twice through, and listening to what 

word, phrase, or verse most speaks to your heart.  

“Oh yes, Lord, I am definitely your servant! 

    I am your servant and the son of your female servant— 

    you’ve freed me from my chains. 

So I’ll offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving to you, 

    and I’ll call on the Lord’s name. 

I’ll keep the promises I made to the Lord 

    in the presence of all God’s people, 

    in the courtyards of the Lord’s house, 

        which is in the center of Jerusalem. 

Praise the Lord!” 

(Psalm 116: 16-19, The Common English Bible, biblegateway.com) 

            What spoke to your heart?  

            For me, it was “a sacrifice of thanksgiving.” I think of all we have sacrificed to defeat the 

devastation of the novel coronavirus, this new disease called COVID-19, more than just Lenten 

Lunches and Wednesday Night Suppers. We can all count our sacrifices. But have I practiced 

making my sacrifice into thanksgiving that can be “. . . adding rocket fuel to our spiritual 

journey?” (Herring)  

            Today, whenever the sacrifice is painful, let us turn our hearts to God saying, “Thank you 

for blessing this sacrifice.”  

Youth Pancake Fund Raiser at Applebee’s and Park and Pray 

            On Saturday, I plan to attend both the Youth Pancake Fund Raiser at Applebee’s 

(8:00 to 10:00 a.m.) and serving as the host pastor for Hudson Park and Pray, a collaborative 

prayer service of several HAMA member churches (9:45 to 10:15) that uses parking lot social 

distancing practices so the people of God can gather and pray. Everyone stays in their car with 



the windows up for the service and all depart by sounding horns to make a joyful noise. Hudson 

Fire and Hudson Police will be represented and will sound their sirens. I hope you will take the 

time to join me at one or both events. 

Hudson Park and Pray is led by Pastor Aaron Steffan of Hill City Church here in town. 

Saturday’s focus is for our senior care facilities, therefore our the parking lot is the site for the 

gathered cars. If you want to participate at our church parking lot, arrive between 9:45 and 9:55 

and bring a smartphone or tablet to connect to the live stream. You could pick up your 

pancakes at Applebee’s and then drive over to the church parking lot to eat them. Because 

CCH is our focal prayer view, you will want to park so you face CCH. Then keep your windows 

up and stay in your car for the prayer service. 

You don’t need to go the parking lot to join the prayer. Because HUMC leads the way 

in being a dementia-friendly church, we are also promoting inclusion of folk in full isolation, no 

matter what the reason, joining us from where one is. Last week, I joined in from my living room 

and found knowing I was praying for others in Hudson for Hudson to be spiritual rocket fuel 

Since Hill City started this ecumenical prayer time, it will be live-streamed on the 

HILLCITY Church Facebook page at 10 AM. If you do not use Facebook the order of prayer for 

Saturday is:  

10:00-10:03 - Prayer for nursing & health staff of nursing home and assisted living 

10:04-10:07 - Prayers for residents  

10:08-10:11 - Prayers for health of all those involved 

10:12-10:15 - Prayer families of those inside the homes  

10:15 - Horns and sirens 

As I sign off today, I will not be writing tomorrow, John Duntley will. Friday is now my 

sermon production day. This week we will try to get it posted before we go to bed on Saturday 

night. Last Sunday morning was a learning experience in relying too much on the computer 

reliability. We know many of you now begin your Sunday morning with our podcast worship on 

YouTube and join us for Zoom Prayer at 9:00 I also appreciate that you are using this 

opportunity to visit other churches with family.  

So now, may the love of God, the the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, God’s living presence, rest, and abide among us, everyone.  

Thanks be to God!  

Rev. Dawn 

 


