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 Early last week I watched the Easter Sunday worship service podcast from The 
Recovery Church in St. Paul. That church may sound familiar to you either because their 
ministry focus for people in recovery from addiction or because Deacon Susan did one of her 
required internships there. The gentleman welcoming us to their podcast ended his greeting 
with a joke about Pastor Martha reviewing Sunday school material with a confirmation class.  

Pastor’s questions were a bit sideways, more like trivia clues. Going down her prepared 
list Pastor asked, “What is Easter?”  No one raised their hand.  

Pastor called on Betsy. “Well, isn’t that the holiday where we go down to Main Street 
and watch a parade while we wave flags?” 

“No, Alex, that is the Fourth of July.”  

Pastor called on Peter next. “I think we dress up for Easter.” Pastor was nodding. 
“And then we go to our neighbors, ring the doorbell, and ask them for candy.”  

“No, Hamilton, that is Halloween.”  

Frustrated, Pastor Martha saw D. J. gazing out the window and ignoring their 
conversation. “D.J., do you know what Easter is?” 

“Well that’s the day when we celebrate Jesus rising from the dead and coming out of 
the tomb.” Pastor Martha was so excited to hear the right answer, but D.J. went on. “And then 
Christ looks around and if there is snow on the ground, he will go back inside, and we get six 
more weeks of Lent.”  

  

When I watched the podcast, I enjoyed the joke, but since the forecast for today is so 
much warmer, I didn’t think I would tell it. Then on Thursday I learned it was no joke. While I 
was working on the sermon for today that I won’t be preaching, Kathy interrupted me with an 



urgent message. Gov. Evers has extended Safer At Home to Tuesday May 26th. We have at 
least 6 more weeks of at-home worship ahead of us!  

It’s not a joke! For a brief minute, panic grabbed my heart. What are we going to do for 
six more weeks of at-home worship? In our suburban life in ordinary time, these six weeks are 
usually six weeks of celebration services: Holy Humor, Confirmation, Great Day of Singing, 
Mother’s Day, Thank You Teachers, and Memorial Day. Each is a free-standing sermon. One 
sermon doesn’t have to connect to the other. Suddenly, Lent was continued, and I needed a 
series, something to sustain us while we are Safer At Home.  

I lifted my right hand to prayer, spiritually putting it into Christ’s hand, and asked Him 
to keep me from stumbling. (Psalm 16: 8, the focus of my Wednesday, 4/15.2020 Daily 
Pastoral Epistle). What came to my mind was, “Look at umcdiscipleship.org.” I did. And there 
I found my colleagues at UMC Discipleship had all ready considered the season and planned 
two three week sermon series, the first beginning today and using the same Bible passages that 
I had picked for the sermon that will not be preached! Answered prayer!  

With that, would you be so kind as to pray with me?  

Lord, you know we had other plans for this spring. None of us thought 
we would spend the seven weeks dedicated to celebrating your Resurrection 
being Safer At Home. Please meet us in our shared worship today as we think 
about what your disciple, Peter, had to say in that dark time now past when 
your church was forced to worship secretly. As we worship at home, please 
bind our hearts together in love and revive our joy in you again. Amen.  

(Composed by D. J. Ramstad for 4/19/2020) 

Peter is best known as one of the first twelve disciples. Jesus changed his name from 
Simon to Peter on the day they first met. (John 1) He was a fisherman who was passionate 
about his faith. Peter was an eyewitness to Christ’s transfiguration. (Mark 9) Once Peter 
attempted to walk on the water with Jesus. (Matthew 14) At the Last Supper Peter declared 
that he could face the cross with Jesus only to be denying him later that night. (All four 
gospels, see John 18.) Peter was one of the first men to run to the empty tomb. (John 20: 3-10) 
And as a leader among the disciples, he was certainly behind the locked door on that first 
Resurrection Day when Jesus arrived late. (John 20: 19-23) After Jesus ascended to heaven, 
Peter was the preacher on Pentecost as the church was baptized by the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2) 
Tradition remembers for us that Peter was crucified upside down because of his faith in Christ. 

Perhaps while he was in prison waiting for his crucifixion, Peter wrote general epistles 
to the Church. Two are preserved for us in our New Testament. What matters as we consider 



Peter’s letter for the upcoming weeks is the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to help us find joy in 
his words now, socially distancing in a pandemic with our economy collapsing around us while 
we worship Safer At Home. These letters are found in the back of the New Testament, just 
before John’s three general letters to the church. 

Our focus for today is a confession of faith embedded in today’s passage:   

“Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, 
you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy.” (1 Peter 1:8) 

 “Indescribable and glorious joy” is why panic needs to last only for a moment. Like us, 
Peter’s words failed him as he attempted to describe the joy he found in his resurrection faith. 
But “glorious joy” of resurrection sums up Peter’s practice of resurrection even while arrested 
and waiting for a death sentence. As Peter wrote, “by his great mercy Christ has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” (1 Peter 1:3) 

 Resurrection is not resuscitation. Resurrection is the beginning of new life after death. 
Resuscitation is to return to the life you had before you died. As we go through Safer At 
Home, we need to decide if we are going to be getting ready for a new life, or if we are 
expecting to return to the life we all had before March 25th, 2020 when the Safer At Home 
order went into effect. 

 I wish I could bring you to our backyard to make this point 
clearer. Outside the door that Mickey uses several times a day are two 
delphinium plants I first planted in 2018. In July through September of 
2019 they were finally beginning to be as tall as me, their blooms a 
beautiful blue. The first hard freeze turned them tan, and over winter 
they became black with all the last blossoms of 2019 frozen in place. 
Those blooms will never turn blue again. They are already rotting. 
 But below near the root that sheltered safely in place below the snow and buried in the 
soil, a full crown of beautiful green leaves only six inches high is rising out of the soil and 
fluttering in the breeze. They doubled under our Easter snow. They illustrate the new life that 
comes after death. There is a definite joy in seeing those leaves flutter like the butterflies that 
will soon be seeking this year’s beautiful new blue blossoms.  

 This Covid-19 pandemic will change life as we know it, just as the 1918 Influenza 
Pandemic (H1N1, historically called Spanish Flu) changed how we are living through our 
current pandemic. The biggest reason we are practicing Safer At Home this spring is because 
public health researchers studied at the statistical data from 1918 and realized that a general 
quarantine would have preserved human life. No one living remembers 1918, but for those of 
us who lived through the H1N1 epidemics in 1957 (I survived this one, but I was only a year 



old and have no memory beyond my baby book.) and 2009 (I was immune because of 1957 
and had a vaccine just to make sure, but knew well someone who died.) may remember how 
few lives were lost in those epidemics compared to either the 1918 influenza pandemic or our 
current Covid-19 reports because the research was applied in the new life that came after 1918. 
One believes those public health researchers did their work in the hope that pandemics would 
be less deadly with changes in human behavior. We live in their hope. 

 So as we are Safer At Home with fleeting feelings of despair, we must ask: do we really 
want to go back to a world that is unprepared for a pandemic when this is all over? That would 
be resuscitation thinking. Or would we rather be able to step into a world that is safer because 
Covid-19 has both a vaccine and a reliable therapeutic response? Living now into that hope is 
practicing resurrection in this area of our lives.  

 Christians practicing resurrection both remember how Christ was the first to rise and 
then live in the sure hope that we will join him in resurrection ourselves. Rather than living 
exclusively out of the past, we live in our hope of eternal life.  

 Now how would you do that without joy? And if you can feel this joy about a managed 
new virus, can you feel it about your relationship with Christ and other Christians? Knowing 
Christ and receiving this new glimpse of life after death, after being shut in, isolated, and cut off 
is a hope that is indescribable and a joy that is glorious!  Christ will revive us again! 

 Please pray with me again.  

 Christ thank you for our resurrection. Help us to share our indescribable and 
glorious joy in our living so that all will want to know how to live into the resurrection 
with you. 

 Amen. 

 

 


