
Your Daily Pastoral Epistle: Monday, 13 April 2020 

You, Lord, are my portion, my cup; you control my destiny. 

The property lines have fallen beautifully for me; yes, I have a lovely home. 

Psalm 16:5,6 

Hello Church! 

 Here is what I am writing about today:  

1. Today’s Devotion 

2. Updates on our sanctuary 

 

Today’s Devotion 

 This week’s Scripture includes Psalm 16. Because we won’t be using it in our worship 

for Sunday, it will be a lovely focus for our shared devotions this week.  

 One way to meditate on Scripture is to copy it out. That’s not very fancy, but as a 

meditation tool slowing down enough to rewrite each word takes more focus than simply 

opening one’s Bible and reading or underlining. Taking the time to copy down the words with 

a handheld pen and a blank piece of  paper gives our minds time to absorb the words.  

 Psalm 16 is a good choice for trying this because it isn’t terribly long. Psalm 16 is also an 

odd choice for starting this because it is one in which David does some ranting at the Lord. By 

copying his entire work, you must go through David’s feelings about his enemies in verse 4 

before you get to the vein of  gold in David’s soul. If  you have ever been angry with someone 

else, copying this anger will at the very least help you see that even godly David was upset with 

other people.  

 The rest of  the psalm is rich with why David is grateful. Today I am struck with the 

verse I pasted at the top of  the page. I love the Common English Bible translation of  verse 6 

in particular, “The property lines have fallen beautifully for me; yes, I have a lovely home.” 

There are many days when coming home I could use calligraphy to cover the wall across from 

my front doors with this verse, or even just its last five words. We are so grateful for the house 

we call home and the lot it sits on.  

 As we all go through being “Safer At Home,” today let’s attempt to pray with David 

about our homes. There are several ways we could do this. We could be grateful for the 

building we live in now, whether that is a house, an apartment, or a single room. We could be 

grateful for that house we once shared with _____, you can fill in the blank. For me today, the 



blank is filled with 1423 Harvest Road where John, our sons, and I lived when Lisa first came 

home to us. We could be grateful for our heavenly home, the one with many rooms that Christ 

is preparing for us. (John 14:2,3) Gratitude is a prayer that becomes us all.  

 Then, let’s turn our prayer to intercede for others. We can pray for those with no home. 

We can pray for those for whom home is not safe. We can pray for those whose home has 

been reduced to a single room with no visitors in this pandemic. We can pray for those who 

are not home, hospitalized for either Covid-19 or for something else. We can pray for those 

whose home is a prison, and not just as a figure of  speech. 

 Finally, we can ask the Lord what our homes need. We were blessed with a home not 

just for our own shelter, but as a place where we are cared for by our Lord. What does the 

Lord see that our home need us to do in return for the blessing it provides?  

  

Updates on our sanctuary 

 Our new communion table and baptismal font have been delivered, and they 

are beautiful! While we have been away, Mike Bebault and Vicki Deal have been very busy on 

an important sanctuary project. We have an abundance of  memorial funds, and our 

Accountable Leadership Board agreed that an upgrade in chancel furniture was in good order. 

Mike and Vicki have been the primary workers who have seen it get done.  

The new communion table is the same dimensions as the old one but weighs about 

half  as much and looks more like the Lord’s Table as a place where we share Holy 

Communion together. The bowl of  the font is visible all the time and looks like bubbling 

water even when dry.  

 In the meantime, we are open to suggestions about what to do with the first 

communion table. It was built specifically for the current sanctuary when the chancel was 

where the Weigand Ringers now ring, and the Vocal Ensemble now sings. At first it replicated 

in mid-century modern the look of  the communion table from the former downtown 

sanctuary. When the sanctuary was turned and the current chancel was added on, it was moved 

over. Due to very sturdy construction (It is framed like a house!), we found its weight a barrier 

to making full use of  our chancel and sanctuary for concerts, recitals and other community 

gatherings. But the old table is dear to many hearts and is the only part of the sanctuary 

upgrade that makes at least me, and to be honest many others, to be repurposed. But how? If  

you have an idea, my ears and my inbox are both open.  

 But that’s not all! The illuminated picture of  Jesus has had its lights repaired. They were 

done in time for Easter, but the pandemic kind of  got in the way. Because it is not an easy to 



do lightbulb change, thanks to Mike B., Mike G., and some others with strong backs for getting 

it done!  

 

 It’s the day after Easter. Christ is risen. We are blessed to have homes. Our church is a 

loving group of  Christians blessed to have a beautiful building and great folks to care for it. I 

can’t think of  another blessing to count!  

 Grace abounds!  

 

 Rev. Dawn. 

  

  

  

 

 


