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“Therefore, if you were raised with Christ, look for the 
things that are above where Christ is sitting at God’s 
right side. Think about the things above and not things 
on earth. You died, and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God. When Christ, who is your life, is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with him in glory.”   

Colossians 3:1-4  

 

 “. . . your life is hidden with Christ . . .,” Paul could have been writing to us this year. 
There are those who think Easter is just a tradition have proclaimed that Easter is cancelled.  

 Hardly! One cannot stop Christ’s Resurrection from happening, because it is already 
accomplished. Our traditions certainly are altered for this year. There will be no full Methodist 
sanctuaries belting out “Christ the Lord is Risen today, Hallelujah!” (Charles Wesley, 1739) 
There will be no mass migration of worshippers from their current church to Mom’s church 
so the family can all be together for worship and dinner.  

But no matter what crisis looms, Christ is alive, and we are hidden in Him! This Easter 
Day 2020 is unique, but it is a day when not every tradition needs to stop. We can keep what 
we can to remember Christ is alive!   

We can still have a special meal. For John and me, it will a special Mandarin salad based 
on a recipe found in his pre-marriage Betty Crocker Cook Book. Made with romaine lettuce and 
canned mandarin oranges, it can be either a side dish or by tossed with ham cubes as a main 
dish for a pastor’s family dinner at home—no matter if we are all ten present or if it is just John 
and me at the table our children insist makes wherever we live home. Your dinner could be 
something new, something that on future Easter Sundays can be served again to help 
remember how your family was impacted by Covid-19. Just be sure to have some bread. One 
can never tell when the Risen Christ will show up to break bread with you. 
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Also, we can still get dressed up. It is so easy to lapse into wearing only our most comfy 
at home clothes while we are “Safer At Home.” But doing this every day is so bad for our 
mental health. Do something good to take care of yourself and get dressed up. Put on a shirt 
and tie. Style your “way too long” hair as best you can and put on a spring dress. Who cares if 
it’s snowing? You are “Safer At Home” and will feel better celebrating Easter with your best 
grooming as you come to the table.  

Tending to the details of your hidden life always makes your life in Christ so much 
better.  

In John’s gospel, the women were tending to the details when the discovered the 
empty tomb. They ran to tell Simon Peter. Then Peter and some other male Disciples ran to 
the tomb to see for themselves. But the tomb was empty, Christ was not there.  

If you were one of our church bell ringers this morning (we are ringing for a minute on 
the half hour all morning long), you would be standing alone in our empty sanctuary. But just 
as Christ was not in the empty tomb, our church is not in our empty sanctuary. The church is 
us, followers of the risen Christ, looking together at his back as we follow him through this 
pandemic to our hope of resurrection.  

Where is Christ? He is leading our way. Christian, He is there with you at your table 
ready to break bread with you. Other than Mary seeing him in the garden, the most amazing 
thing about the collected reports of eyewitnesses seeing Christ after the resurrection is that 
most visits came while people were eating together. If you want to find the risen Christ, look 
no farther than where you eat. Because Christ will meet you as you are hidden at home. To 
remind yourself, you may even want to set an extra place at the table for Him. Because 
wherever you are hidden, Christ is there with you.  

Paul’s Epistle to the Church in Colossae (Colossians) was written in the first century as the 
church was being persecuted by Rome, about the same time Mark, Matthew, and Luke were 
writing their Gospels. Paul’s letter does not tell us the story of Jesus, but Colossians was 
preserved by both the Spirit and the church for what it teaches us about our life in Christ. 
Today’s passage Graham is the one selected for Easter Day, determined long ago when the 
three-year rotation of the Revised Common Lectionary was established, at least 1989.  

This year we are feeling the reality of being “hidden in Christ.” But that isn’t the point 
of this paragraph when Paul wrote it. The topic sentence of the paragraph is “If you were 
raised with Christ.” (Col. 3:1, emphasis mine). This is a mind warping point. Paul speaks as 
though our resurrection was already complete. 
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We humans are very chronological in our thinking about time. As Christians, we call 
this year 2020 A.D., A.D. meaning to us both anno domino and After Death. We believe that 
Christ’s resurrection split human history in two. We celebrate his resurrection morning as the 
precise moment that began the full undoing of sin’s impact in human life. As mortal beings we 
go through time from birth to death in a somewhat predictable sequence punctuated by 
holidays and special days. But as immortal beings because of Christ’s redeeming love, we live 
in the present moment guided by our future when all are raised in Christ.  

When our Colossian ancestors first read this same Scripture, they may well have been 
hidden safely at home, fearing persecution and death from the Roman Empire. We no longer 
have such a fear, in no small part because past generations between Christ’s resurrection and 
now have been faithfully doing their part in undoing sin’s impact. We are witnesses to the 
reality that the sin they once faced has now been undone. 

In a Spirit led moment in mid-March, our last Lenten Lunch speaker was Mary Ellen 
Paulsen who shared her experience of living through the polio pandemic as a child. She shared 
with us how she once lived through social isolation as she recovered from polio. Her major 
point was how she felt the love and support of Christ through her church, our church as we 
were all those years ago. Afterwards, Mary Ellen said to me she felt led to tell her story even 
before we knew the corona virus was spreading here so soon.  

Mary Ellen and her mother never knew how she came to be infected with the polio 
virus. But public health researchers then learned that we all can contribute to combating its 
spread by being “Safer At Home” while until researchers develop the vaccine needed. Living 
into resurrection, we preserve mortal life together in our shared present moment. We 
collaborate with Christ our Redeemer in undoing the effects of sin as we learn from that polio 
pandemic to be “Safer At Home.” By sharing her testimony of surviving polio, Mary Ellen 
blessed all who heard her with a sure assurance that all pandemics pass. 

These past 19 days, I have spent many hours working in my basement studio. It is a 
very private room dedicated to only writing and sewing; its ornaments restricted to things that 
inspire me as I create. I want to tell you about two I keep for sermon inspiration.  

One is a framed postcard of “Moses with the Ten Commandments” by Phillippe de 
Champaigne (ca. 1648). The original hangs at the Milwaukee Art Museum. The look on 
Moses’ face reminds me that I share Moses’ work in proclaiming God’s word. Moses was not 
always a great spiritual leader of the Israelites, once he was a baby hidden by his mother in a 
basket on the Nile River and later, he lived through ten plagues. 

 Another inspiration piece is a boxed action figure of Pope Innocent III, a Valentine 
gift John gave me one year when we were apart for the Big Day because of my work. Pope 
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Innocent III was the youngest man ever elected to be pope and served for 19 years. Born to a 
noble family, Pope Innocent III is remembered because he used his blessings to bless others. 
As pope, he built Rome’s first major hospital and established an orphanage for unwanted 
children to stop the practice of drowning them in the Tiber River.  

When one imagines Moses or Pope Innocent or Mary Ellen as children, we must 
include the thought that they had some low days. We too will all have low days in this 
pandemic. But we also all have a choice to make about how we respond to what this new virus 
has brought us. Will we live in fear? Or will we live with common sense based on lessons 
learned in the past? Will we assume this moment will undermine our future? Or do will we 
allow our resurrection to inspire how we love today? 

A month or so before these 19 days, our worship team met to select music for today. 
We chose “Because He Lives” by Bill and Gloria Gaither to follow the sermon. At least once 
in concert and more than a few times on their podcasts, I have heard Gloria tell the story of 
how they came to write this song. The weren’t famous when they wrote it. They were their 
local church praise team leaders and Bill taught English for a living. They were expecting a 
baby and everywhere there was so much chaos, it seemed to Gloria perhaps not the best time 
to bring a child into the world. It was 1971, the Vietnam War was raging, and violence had 
broken out across America. But in those “uncertain days” their faith helped the Gaithers 
proclaim,  

“Because he lives, I can face tomorrow; 
because he lives, all fear is gone; 

because I know he holds the future, 
and life is worth the living just because he lives.” 

 

Brothers and sisters be safe at home and have a blessed Easter! Christ is risen!  

Amen.  

  


