
Your Daily Pastoral Epistle: Thursday, 9 April 2020 

Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, it doesn’t brag, it isn’t arrogant, it isn’t rude, it doesn’t seek its own 
advantage, it isn’t irritable, it doesn’t keep a record of  complaints, it isn’t happy with injustice, but it is happy with 
the truth. Love puts up with all things, trusts in all things, hopes for all things, endures all things. Love never fails. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

Hello Church! 

 First, here’s a small index for speedy reference. I’m trying to learn to write a useable 
newsletter and not just essays!  

1. Today’s Devotion 
2. Online and E-Mail Holy Week Worship 
3. Updates on sanctuary worship and other gatherings 

 

Today’s Devotion 

 It is Thursday of  Holy Week already! I forgot why we call today Maundy Thursday, but 
I am thankful for Google could answer my question “Why is it called Maundy Thursday?” The 
word “maundy” comes to us from Latin and it means “command” as in “mandatory.” The 
command being celebrated is Christ’s command to us that we are to love one another as Christ 
loved us from the foot washing part of  today’s gospel from John. That’s good to know!  

 Especially in times like now. We are three weeks into Gov. Evers “safer at home” order 
and yesterday (4/7/2020) Gov. Wahl extended his “stay home Minnesota” order to May 4. 
Since I wrote yesterday, someone asked a very good question, why am I paying attention to 
both governors? Here is my answer. We live in Wisconsin. We know that. But the virus doesn’t 
know that. And the Greater Twin Cities Metropolitan Planning Region (which does include us) 
is about two weeks behind the Greater Milwaukee Metropolitan Planning Region when it 
comes to Covid-19 infections. It appears that this virus doesn’t recognize state lines but moves 
efficiently at fairly predictable speeds through human populations. So, to link my pastoral 
decision to listen to both governors back to the Great Command, we are going to be good 
neighbors and practice good social distancing with our neighbors at the other end of  the I-94 
bridge.  

 Sometimes love is practical like that. Sometimes love is a great joy. And sometimes love 
is deep sorrow.  

 Today pastors in our Northwest District gathered via Zoom for prayer and a check-in 
with our district superintendent, Rev. Barb Certa-Warner. As we shared our prayers and 



concerns, I learned that my friend and colleague, Rev. Eric Nelson, is now on a respirator in 
Green Bay. Eric and his wife have young children and he is a gifted chaplain. Once we ate 
lunch together twice a week at Garrett. Now we have an easy pick-up friendship at conference 
gatherings. It hurts to know that even one of  my friends is among Wisconsin’s 2,756 
confirmed Covid-19 cases. But my pain is a face of  love. We feel a particular pain when our 
loved ones are impacted directly by this virus. And this is a pain that will stay with us for a long 
time, potentially the rest of  our lives.  

 What in St. Paul’s grand description of  love then applies to our current feelings? For 
me as I think about Eric it is “trusts in all things, hopes for all things.” For me as I think about 
how I love you as your pastor it shifts to the encompass the entire list, depending on what is 
before us in the right now.  

 So today on Maundy (Commanded to Love) Thursday, let’s place our prayer focus 
on those we love. We can hold them in ongoing prayer today as we move through all the 
feelings of  joy and sorrow love holds.  

 

Online and E-Mail Holy Week Worship: 

One more time!  

x Maundy Thursday, April 9, Love Feast, available by podcast after 6 p.m. The 
Love Feast is a uniquely Methodist service first developed by Rev. John Wesley for use 
in small groups and societies when there was no priest present. Yesterday, Kathy e-
mailed a written copy of the liturgy. What you will need to participate is bread and 
water. Because we use YouTube, you will not miss the start of  the service. Also, as we 
edited, John and I thought that you will want to watch with your remote so you can 
take your time and occasionally use your pause button. 

x Good Friday, April 10 all day. This morning, I finished writing a Good Friday liturgy 
that can be done either completely at home, no matter how small or large your home, 
or can be done by driving over the church parking lot and using our outdoor cross. If  
you are staying home, you will need a cross you can look at. It could be as simple as two 
lines on a piece of  paper. If  you are going to the parking lot and using the outdoor 
cross, please observe all social distancing recommendations. Kathy will e-mail it in a 
separate post following this copy of  Your DPE. 

x Easter Sunday, April 12. Podcast with much special music will post at 8:15, 
Prayers of  the People will be by ZOOM at 9:00. Kathy will email the Zoom 
invitation and codes on Thursday. Check on Friday, if  you don’t have them, please give 
Kathy a call at the office. 



x The Easter Sunday Drive, April 12 10:00 a.m. to 11:00. Please email or call Kathy to 
let her know if  you will be a porch host (You stay home, decorate your “porch” if  you 
can, and we give your GPS address to members who will drive over.) or if  you will be a 
car guest (You decorate your car, come to the church parking lot and then go to the 
GPS addresses you are assigned to visit). The drive-by begins in our church parking lot 
at 10:00. Host homes should be ready to see the first driver at 10:15. At each home, 
everyone, please, practice extra safe social distancing, 10 feet apart at a minimum.  

Updates on sanctuary worship and other gatherings 

 Gov. Wahl extended his “Stay Home” order to May 4 with a phased in return to work 
beginning on that day. As I understand it from the morning news, employees who work 
alone in the field—for example lawn care services—rather than in gathering places such as 
restaurants, schools, and salons, will be able to go back on May 4. There is some intense 
evaluation of  Minnesota’s great outdoor/tourism industry that is still unresolved. 

 There was nothing new from Gov. Evers this morning. However, as of  this writing in 
the early afternoon of  4/9/2020, St. Croix County is still at only 7 confirmed Covid-19 
cases. According to the two HAMA pastors who are included in the county briefing (they 
are assigned to inform the rest of  us), all St. Croix County cases as of  Tuesday, both 
confirmed and unconfirmed but pending test results, are travel related.  

 So, I am still looking for clear insight on May 3 as the day we resume 
worshipping at 9:00, but it is likely that it will be May 10 or later. I will update this 
section of  Your DPE, when there is something to update and Kathy will post it on as 
many places as she can, including the front yard sign.  

 

 Finally, once again this morning I was reminded how very blessed I am to be 
appointed as your pastor. As we were counting our joys at the Zoom pastor gathering what 
came to me is that every day when I sit alone at this laptop to do what you need me to do, I 
feel the power of  your prayers. Thank you for being the great church you are!  

 

Grace abounds!  

Rev. Dawn 

 


