
Create a clean heart for me, God; 

put a new, faithful spirit deep inside me! 

Psalm 51:10 

Hello Church!  

            There are three sections in today’s Daily Pastoral Epistle; a devotion, a report from 
worship team, and the Holy Week worship schedule.  

Today’s Devotion 

            This morning while knitting, I was doing anivid oitcel (that’s lectio divina backwards) 
and the phrase in my heart Bible that came up was “a clean heart.” A BibleGateway.com search 
linked it to Psalm 51, the psalm David wrote when he confessed his sin of adultery. While my 
heart lifted the phrase way out of context, my memory linked it to an idea John Wesley wrote 
about at length, but the book I want to cite here is in my professional library in my church office. 
So allow me to share what I know by heart.  

Like many others, John and I have been doing some deeper cleaning and organizing in 
our time “Safer at Home.” As new vloggers, we have paid extra attention to our “sets,” those 
backgrounds of our home that you see on podcasts or when I use Zoom. Because Mickey, our 
dog, is a little loud when he perceives a need to protect us, I must go to Zoom meetings in my 
basement studio. Like many other creative people, my studio is neither camera-friendly nor is it 
tidy. Arranged and lighted to accommodate both writing and sewing, my studio was never meant 
to be a video background. Consequently, a little extra cleaning attention went into bookshelves 
behind me for when I attend Zoom meetings. 

Those four shelves are dedicated to treasured family made books, magazines worth 
keeping, and a single shelf of homemaking books that have made it through my value judgments 
when sorting for six major moves. Through the 1990’s we lived in California while John worked 
in Silicon Valley, I worked in Berkeley, and our home in suburbia was near the intersection of 
the two freeways we used daily to commute in opposite directions. At that time, I became very 
interested in “simple living.” While tidying for camera yesterday, the only book on simple living 
that made the cut through three moves that I would still purchase is The Simple Living Guide by 
Janet Luhrs (Broadway Books, New York, 1997). Here is an underscore from her chapter 
“Clutter:”   

“The simple living lesson on clutter is this: If you don’t like to clean, sort, and fool with 
stuff, have less of it. Very simple. It’s the same basic principal as my work theory. If you 
don’t like to work too much, don’t spend so much money. Also, very simple.” (P. 351) 

Now John and I both like to work a lot, but not at the kind of work required to own a 
suburban home in northern California. So, we have learned and are still learning how to spend 
within the means provided by our current work we love in a place we love.   



In this, we are as Methodist as John Wesley. Wesley’s death came in his early 90’s from 
a catastrophic stroke. He was both preaching and “begging for the poor” (his term for fundraising 
for food pantries) just days before he died. Because he grew up in poverty, Wesley was so good 
at frugality he passed away with enough assets that he was able to leave a generous estate to the 
poor of London along with a fine property dedicated to ongoing Methodist ministry. His income 
was earned through his fixed stipend as an Oxford don and his writing, mostly self-published 
pamphlets. With the pamphlets, his profit came from most minimal profit margin possible. He 
took the actual publishing expense for the lot divided that cost by the number of pamphlets in the 
lot, and rounded their sale price up to the nearest penny. Nevermore as much as a full penny. He 
rounded only to the nearest penny.  

One of Wesley’s most successful pamphlets were on the topic of what happens when we 
choose to invite Christ into our lives. In that pamphlet, Wesley’s metaphor was that our lives are 
a house with a front porch, a front room, a dining room, an upstairs bedroom or two, an attic, and 
a cellar; just like his house in London that he left to the Methodists. Kitchens then were detached 
for fire safety. So Wesley relied on the kitchen on the property that primarily was used to make 
meals for the poor. According to Wesley, when we invite Christ into our lives Christ will gently 
clean us up, creating a clean heart. As we allow Christ to come in the front door with us, off our 
porch and into increasingly intimate areas of our lives, Christ will clean and tidy us up. And not 
just the bits other people will see, but the deepest bits we have hidden away from even ourselves 
in the corners of our attics and cellars. Christ will even find our most hidden pain and transform 
it for the good of his kingdom, just as he did with Wesley’s childhood shame of a father in 
debtor’s prison. 

So today as you pray, please do it while you tidy up a bit. Try anivid oitcel, listening as 
you tidy for what phrase Christ is whispering to you for your heart today.   

Back To the Sanctuary: 

            Our best guess for planning purposes is that this will be a Sunday in May and on 
that day, we will have a Great Day of Singing and Holy Communion at a single service at 
9:00 a.m. We will also continue to produce podcasts and print sermons for the homebound. 
Leaders learned from both the polio epidemic and the series of N1H1 epidemics that began in 
1918, not only ways to suppress a pandemic, but also that every pandemic does come to an end.  

This week both Gov. Evers and Gov. Walz has asked us to diligently stay home to 
continue our effectiveness in “flattening the curve.” We are at a tipping point here in the 
Wisconsin counties of the Greater Twin Cities Metropolitan planning area, particularly since we 
in the Metro are about two weeks behind those in Milwaukee. Therefore, the worship team and I 
have been anticipating when we can next worship in our sanctuary. Because we realize many of 
us will want to exercise caution in going to a public gathering, we will move to the summer 
schedule of one service at 9:00 a.m. effective as soon as we can resume worship in our sanctuary. 
It will be completely up to you to decide when it is safe for you to attend a gathering of more 
than 50 people. Until then, we will continue with podcast worship posted at 8:15 a.m. every 
Sunday morning on YouTube. Parents of confirmands will be contacted this week via email by 



Kathy to discern the best Sunday for Confirmation after both governors agree it is safe to resume 
public worship.  

Online and E-Mail Holy Week Worship: 

We are working hard to meet all our Holy Week promised e-mail dates and YouTube posts. 
The pandemic may be keeping us away from gathering in our sanctuary but that doesn’t mean we 
can’t gather both chronologically and spiritually to praise Christ for his resurrection! 

•           Maundy Thursday, April 9, Love Feast, available by podcast after 6 p.m. The Love 
Feast is a uniquely Methodist service first developed by Rev. John Wesley for use in small 
groups and societies when there was no priest present. Our UMC Discipleship Ministries folks 
have developed a basic liturgy that Adele, Mary, and I will be looking over. On Wednesday, 
Kathy will e-mail you the final liturgy. What you will need to participate is bread and water.  

•           Good Friday, April 10 all day. Years ago, when John and I first met our campus pastor 
wrote a silent Good Friday liturgy where one worshipped silently going from station to station. 
While I am still writing that guide, here are two things I know I will ask you to do. First, wear 
black. Second, find or make a cross that you can look at. Perhaps it will be from last year’s or 
last week’s folded palm. Perhaps you will choose to take a drive to our church parking lot and 
pray in your car at the foot of the cross in our outdoor chapel/temporary drive-in sanctuary. 

•           Easter Sunday, April 12. Podcast with much special music will post at 8:15, Prayers of 
the People will be by ZOOM at 9:00. Kathy will email the Zoom invitation and codes on 
Thursday. Check on Friday, if you don’t have them, please give Kathy a call at the office. (And 
yes, I did copy and paste that from Palm Sunday.) 

•           The Easter Sunday Drive, April 12, time to be announced. Please email or call Kathy to 
let her know if you will be a porch host (You stay home, decorate your “porch” if you can, and 
we give your GPS address to members who will drive over.) or if you will be a car guest (You 
decorate your car, come to the church parking lot and then go to the GPS addresses you are 
assigned to visit). The drive-by begins in our church parking lot at 10 AM. At each home, 
practice extra safe social distancing, 10 feet apart at a minimum.  

  

Note from Kathy: God's Blessings to you! Today in your inbox watch for a Maundy 
Thursday, April 9 order of service.  For those individuals who do not have email the Maundy 
Thursday order of service was mailed them.  

Tomorrow Thursday, April 9, watch for an interactive Good Friday, April 10 worship service 
from Rev. Dawn in your inbox.  ( No TV/ device watching required for Good Friday.) 
 


