
Midweek Reflection         March 29, 2023 
 
 
 Happy week-before Holy Week.  This coming Sunday is Palm Sunday. Jesus’s 
triumphant entrance into Jerusalem for the Passover Celebration is familiar and yet, I 
hear it differently every year. I wonder what Jesus was thinking. He said his time was 
near. Did he really believe that? Did he really say that? How anxious was he feeling? 
 I don’t remember when it was, but at some point in my young adult life I realized 
that the direct quotes in my red-letter Bible, likely were not direct quotes at all.  It was 
what some said he said, as not every or perhaps any of his stories or teachings were 
written down while he was speaking. Mark, the earliest of the gospels, was written 
twenty or so years after Jesus’ death and resurrection. I hate to think how I might miss-
remember words someone spoke to me two decades ago. I know I miss-remember 
things I said yesterday.  

        It is important to remember that the words we now hear or read from the Bible, 
have been interpreted for thousands of years and much longer ago when we dig into the 
Hebrew Bible, the ‘Old Testament.’ The oral tradition of storytelling was written in 
Hebrew by educated Jews who were scribes to preserve the stories. In Jesus’ time, the 
letters, the first written record of what Jesus said and did was written in Greek. Then it 
was translated into Latin. It was not until the 1600’s that an English Bible was created. 
We know it as the King James Version.  

  I remind myself and you of this reality, to encourage us to wrestle with the 
scripture. Read it with wonder. Ponder the setting. To whom was Jesus speaking? What 
was happening? And maybe most importantly, ponder what the scripture is saying to us 
all these years later. What are we to do with it? How are we to respond?  This faith of 
ours is not just a history lesson. Our faith is about our relationship to the divine, to God 
whom we come to know in the one God sent to us. Jesus is not just an interesting and 
misunderstood historical figure. Jesus was born into the world as a human. He lived as 
a human. Yet, he was and is so much more. Jesus is God’s son. Jesus is divine.  

  My hope for all of us is we move closer to Jesus in the days and weeks to come. 
Doing so, we come to more fully understand ourselves and others. With understanding, 
relationships grow closer. In relationship we become more forgiving, more 
compassionate, and more willing to risk loving our neighbors. 

 We become more like Jesus. That is my prayer for us all. 
     Stumbling forward, in Christ’s love, 
      Barb 

Coming Up… 
   

Sunday, April 2nd is Palm Sunday. Children will have a chance to participate in the 
Children’s Parade as we sing our opening hymn and wave palm branches. We will celebrate 
the sacrament of Holy Communion together.  
 

Monday, April 3rd is our final “A Moment on Monday.” To participate, log on to Facebook 
and find the Shawnee Heights UMC Page. The live feed begins at 12:30. The recording and 
other recordings can be viewed at any time.  



Thursday, April  6th is Holy Thursday. We will again celebrate Holy Communion as we 
remember Jesus’ ‘Last Super.” Worship begins at 5:30 and will be about thirty minutes in 
length. It will not yet be dark. 

Sunday, April 9th is Easter.  
We begin the morning with Outdoor Worship at 8:00. 

   Worship will be near the SHUMC garden on the east end of the facility. 
Bring an outdoor chair for a place to sit.   

 
You are invited to Fellowship Time indoors at 8:45.  If you are not attending the 
Outdoor Worship, you could still come for fellowship time.  
 
Our Traditional Worship Service is at 10:00 

There will not be fellowship time following the 10:00 service. 
 
  

 Each of those events, for the most part, are more than events. They are worship. That 
means they are opportunities for us to praise God and open our hearts and minds to 
God’s presence. Doing so, we grow our faith in God and our relationship with God.  
Mark your calendars. Show up. Celebrate who God chooses to be for and with us.  

 
 
 Additionally, there are activities for additional fellowship and service. 
  Saturday is packed.  
   Saturday, April 1st is First Breakfast. It is a time of fellowship for many in 

our community. Older adults especially appreciate gathering. And many who come for 
the noon Harvesters Distribution have learned to park their car and walk across 
Shawnee Heights Road for breakfast. There is no cost for breakfast for anyone. Those 
who wish to do so can make a donation.  

    
Harvesters Distribution is at noon. Everyone is invited to help and also, 

everyone is invited to receive donations. We only ask that if you get more food 
than you can use, it is shared with others who would appreciate it.  

 
The Glow in the Dark Easter Egg Hunt is from 3-4 in the SHUMC Gym.  

Please look for signs directing you to enter. What a great opportunity to invite 
kiddos in your neighborhood to learn about this church. And eventually learn 
more about Jesus and why he matters to us.  

 
 Church Council is meeting Sunday, April 3rd after worship.  
 
 
Finally…. 
  Thank you for the cards and kind words and hugs as you expressed your 

sympathy to me and John at the passing of my dad. I do so appreciate your support.    


